Research Paper Checklist
Your paper will be rated from 1 to 5 (with 5 being highest) on each of these factors.  Students must score a 5 on all bolded items and no score lower than a four on remaining items in order to receive an A for the paper. 

Topic

_____ Topic is thoughtful and focused, fresh and interesting.


Choice of Sources

_____ Sources are academic in nature.  No Wikipedia or other general interest sites used without prior written permission.
_____ A variety of sources are used.  This means that not all sources come from the same magazine, author, or organization.  It also means that you include sources from a variety of perspectives concerning your topic.  It may also mean that you include personal interviews, information from documentaries, or other non-print sources.

Use of Sources

_____ The paper includes a balance of sources.  That is, the paper does NOT get most of its information from only one or two sources.  
_____ You must be in control of your sources.  It will be apparent that you have selected and incorporated sources to support your ideas—and not the other way around.   It will also be apparent that you understand your sources, and have not taken them out of context.  
_____ Sources are well incorporated.  Appropriate context is given, and the connection to you ideas is clear.

_____  An appropriate ratio of quotes to paraphrases is used. (The rule of thumb is that only 10 percent of your paper should be quoted.  The rest should be paraphrases or your own material.  However, actual mileage may vary.)   In each instance, the choice to quote or paraphrase is made thoughtfully.  

_____ Paraphrasing is thorough, and quoting is exact.


Content
_____ Depth of thought must be evident.  I will be especially impressed in those instances where I see growth in the student’s understanding of the topic throughout the semester.
------- Student thoroughly examines statistics and assumptions before including them in the paper.

Organization

_____ Introduction must be interesting and lead naturally into the topic.  The “scaffolding” must be removed.
_____ Organization of ideas within the paper must make sense.

_____ Transitions between ideas should be smooth.
_____ The conclusion must be good—the paper should seem “finished.”


Mechanical Issues

_____ The format of the paper (heading, headers, line spacing and so on, must be correct.

_____ Works Cited or References page must be formatted correctly.  It must include all the sources (and only the sources) included in the paper.  

_____ In-text citation of quotes and paraphrases must be flawless.

_____ Paper should be as close to free of mechanical errors as possible.


Style and Tone

_____ Tone is appropriate.  It is not condescending, strident, or sentimental.  
_____ Sentence structure should be appropriate for college writing.

_____  Diction must be appropriate for an academic paper.  Slang, euphemisms, or text-speak are not appropriate.
