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Thare are three types of sources used in histerical ressarch.

I.

II.
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PrimAaTy Sourceas

A primary source iz a document or other sort of evidence
written or created during the time wunder study. Primary
sources offer an inside wiew of a particular event.
Examples:

original decuments {excerpts or translations acceptable)
Diaries, speeches, letters, winutes, interviews,
news fllm footage, autobiocgraphies, official recerds

creative warks poetry, drama, novels, music, art

Ralics or artifacts Jewelry, pottery, furniture,
clothing, buildings

Examples of primary =ources:

piary of Anne Frank — experiences of Jews in World War IX
The Declaration of Independance = U, 5. history
Flatofs Republlic — women in ahsient Greece

Bible = Hebrew customz in bkiblical times

Secondary Eources

A sagondary source interprets apd apalyzes primary sources.
Secondary sources are one step removed from the ewvent.
Examnples:

texthooks, journal articles, histories, literary eriticiam,
commantaries, and ancyclopedia entriaes

Finding Bourcas

toress tools lead to primary or secondary sources. For
axampla, the UNR Libraries® online catalog will find works by
Aristotle (primary sourcejauthor search) or works about hiw
(secondary sourcefsubject or LC subject searchos).

Examples;

magazina/journal indezex (paperbound, CD-RoM or online wvia
NEOH] , Bibliographies, and catalogs (enline or card)

TVhrincmity of Mevads. Repo Litmaries



Iz Tt a Scholarly Journal or 8 Popobar Magazine?

Articles in Jjournals, magazines apd newspapars provide the
mest recent material on a subject, trace trend= of thowght about a

topic over time,
subjects too new,

supplement professional literature,
obscure or temporary to ba available in hooks.

and ocoaver

The followlng guidelines will help disztinguish bketwesn popular
magazines and scholarly journals.

Index Source:

Fublishar:

andienca:

vuéahulary:

rurpase:

Article
Traits:

Anthar:

Sponsorship:

Physical
Tralta:

Article
Selection:

Scholarly Journals

Subject erisnted
indexes: ERIC,
Humanities Index, etec.

Professional/scholarly
sactiety or academic press

Specialized

Farmnal language, jargon,
advanced terminology

Share reszearch data,
cover trands in oan
academic area

Title reflects content.
Introduction andfor
literature review; theory
or hackground; subjects;
methods; resultes;
dispusesion; referenccs or
bibliography; supporting
diagrams or illustratians.
Freaceded by an abstract.

Based on orlginal ressarch
oy authorities in the fiwld

Credentials listed

Academic/research-oriented

ads {if any)

Flain binding; inexpensive

paper; few color photos

"Refereed" by an editorial

board of scholarly reviewers

{a "Juried" journal)

Popular Magarzinesz

General indewess:
Readers Guide to
Pericdical Literature

Commercial publisher

General readership

Informal language,
miniwal jargon

Entertainment and
current avepts
COVErage

Colorful title.
Etralghtforward aessay
sometimes accompanied
with wolorful
photographs

Rarely preceded by
an akstract

Based on personal
opinlan

Sometimes uwnknown; fow
credentials listed

Wide wariety of ads
for different produects
and services

attrastive hinding,
mnany color photos

Editor(s) review
freelance margeripte

BEE 5%



