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Statenent
Wowoka [the "“Woodoutter)——-a.%.a. Jack Wilson—was

founder of the 1E50 Shoat Dance religicon. A Worthern Paiute
yHumu) , the prophet lived bketween 1856-1332 in Smith and
Mascn Valleys, Hevada. Wovoka died at the Yerington Paiute
Colony and was buried at the Walker River Reservation, The
Yarlagbon Paiute Tribal Council, a federally-recognized
Cribe asnpompassing Wovoka's pegople, the Tabhgoosi-sater Band
of Smith and Mazaon Valleyz Paiunten, wvoted on 10 July 2002
to pursue its intention of petitioning the federal
government teo declare a part of the Tayabe National Forest,
where Wovoka received hiz Great Rewvelation on 1 Janopary
1eg0 from God,as a Jacred Elfe. The Yerington PFaiute Tribal
Council furthermore voted Eo zeek funding Erom various
sgurees to conskruct and operate a mogeun or informakion
canter dedicated BEo thelr most famous son.

Background

Geligicuaz movements like the 1380 Ghest Dance resuit
from diwine inmapiration. The world'= mpost famocua teligions,
Judaism, Christianity, TI=slam, Hinduisam and Buddhizm were
the result of thess, In each instance, a peopla are Ffaced
by crizis, whoss solutian arrises in Lhe form of divine
inspiration & &Fﬂgaﬁki or charismatic Individuals. While
Wovaoka's 18% ﬂdld ne gcome & world-religion, more than &
century later his name and teachings are known by anyone
cognizant of Native American history.

He do not mean to propose the 13890 Ghost Dance
religinn as greafer than other reilglons movemants in
Hative Horth America. But Wewveoka’s religion, arguakbly, is
the most widely known. Occurring as it did at the end of
the 19”'Eentury, the 1520 Ghost Dance, which, tragically,
iz linked with the Wounded Knee Massacre, receilved
newspaper ¢overage, [t also wags wvividly documented by
whotography, which became popular arcund the time of the
Civil War. Wovcka himself was interviewed by a [(formsr)
Journalizst (turned ethnoleogist), James Mocney, and
photographed as well. If only because "Wovoka and the Ghost



Dance™ have become part and parcel of the cultural
rogabylary associated with Native Bmericans {along with
pow-waw, wampum, tomahawk, etc.}, and hardly a bock or
ancyclopedia lacks the two as eatries, we feal compelled
now to initiate these steps toward bringing special
recognitions to this amazing figure and his remarkabla

teack:ings,

I. PIME GRWVE, CALIFCAMIA, A SACAED EITK

Among other gifte, we ate heirs to a century of federal
legislation concerning historic landmarks. Today these are
talled onltural reaocuross. The Antiguities act of 1906, for
example, authorized the Presidsnt to 3¢t aside properties
and ohjects of historic walua. Thiz was followed by the
Historic Sltes Act of 1935, and Mational Historic
Frecervation Act of 1955, Amended in 1980 {PF.L. 9&6-515, 12
Nacatmber 19307, a new type of property”™ was deflned:
Traditional Cultural Property. These were defined as
“properties” asasociated with traditional beliefs pertaining
to community identity. Wational Register Bulletin 38,
Fuidelines for Evaluating and Doounmenting Traditional
Cultural Proparties contains the specifics on this. It
provides guidance how to 1ist these on the Hatlonal
fegister of Hiztorls Places,

Congress &since then has alsao passed nunercud laws
affirming the cultural legacy of Native Bmaricans: The
archaeological Reasources Protection fct on 31 October 18979,
the omarican indianm Heligicus Freedom Act {11 Aaugust 13978,
and mest recently the Hative Amarican Graves Brotectlon and
Repatriation Act (16 Movember 15990) . Amended agaion on 306
Oetobar 19892, the Hatlonal Historical Precervation Act of
1953 in section 106 and 110 are encouraged te preserve
historic or cultural properties, especially when located on
federal land. Since both the site of Wovoka's Great
Eevelation and thi=s prophet’s residence were on federal
iand, we, the Yerington Painte Trikhe, feel we are acting in
5':5.6{ gorord with these important directions in federal
policy.

Fina Grove, formerly a thriving gold mine community,
is today a ghost tewn. It is found in Toyabe Hationai
Foarest, When Pine Grove thrived, Northern Palutes found
amployment there. Wovoka himself worked for the David
Witmaon family, prosperpus Masen Valley, Nevada, settlers
whe owned a geld ming. Apcprding to gvery soureeg, in an
unknown part of thess moantalna, an 1 Janvary 1890, while



chapping wood for the Wilsons, wWovoka mel God face-to-face
and was given a message of peacs: of brotherhood betwean
all Wative Americans, peace betwsen Native Americans and
taivom or whites; and with ever-lasting life for all in the
world-te—-come,. While the exact iccation of this sacred sita
iz unknown, the Yeringteon Paiute Trihe sxpects to transport
its Elders to Pine Grove, California, where in ways they
decide upcon, Bome approximace arga of the site of the Great
Rgwvelaticn will bs determined. The Yerington Paiute Trike,
th=an, will follow appropriate steps (e.g. Tribal
Preservation Program: Heritage Preservation Servicas,
Maticnal Park Service, 184 C Streaest, MW, NC 2040,
Washingbon OO 20240) to hawve this "“cultural property”
declared a Sacred 5ite and listed the Narianal Register of
Hixtoric Places. Possible sources oaf funding include, for
example, “Save erica’s Preasure Grants.” A committes will
form to work Jtne Newada and Califarmia State Historical
Freservation Qffices, and Pederal Presarvation Qfficer as
well., Tt is expected that a marker will be placed on this
Sacrad Site. Wording to the mffect will bhe: “On or near
this macred aite, the founder of the 183% Ghoat Dance
z&ligion met God.” Additional use ar “development” of this
Sacred Site remains an open guestion. But if this does
cocur (e.g., bus tours far tourists, guided tours by
Elderz, recreated ghost dance ceramonies, eto.), these will
strictly be tied to the construction of a Wovoka Cultural

[nformation Center or Muscoum.
I¥. THE WIVOEA CULTURAL INFORMATION CRENTER

Tn 1%849, the Yerington Paiute Tribe observed the
Centennial of Wowoka'a Great Revelation. Zmong the resules
of this project, a blography collaboratively was written hy
Michdael Hittman with the Trike. All proceseds were donaterd
o the Tribe. The University of Webraska Press then issaued
4 gecond edition, which tpday is an important part of
tribal enterprisze. In addition, the Wovoka Centennial
Frojoct also generated a poster for sale. This, oo, has
been part &f trilkal enterprise. Although the United States
did not see fit to issue a commemcrative stamp of thes
famous prophet, the Yerington Faiute Trikbe did host a cne-
day spiritual gathering in 1989, which was attended by
1,000 people. Establislunent of a Wovoka Cultworal
Information Center, therefore, #sesms 8 Logical ocutgrowth of
our heritage and modorn-day survival. We, therefore,
propose the following:



A. Selection of Appropriate Sita

Twa ehvious possible cholees are the Yeringtan Indian
Celony, where Wovoka died; or Campbell Ranch,

In the first instance, the Yerlngtun Indian Colony 1s
taday a federal colony or reservaticn, whare Warthern
Pajutes live. The Tribal Elder Center is an important
gathering place for tribal members. It stands close to
where Wovoka lived, ca. 1920. One thought t3 that the
Tribal Elder Center can be refurbished intc the Wowvaka
Cultural Informaticon Center. Besides the fact that this was
the approximate area of Wovoka's domicile, a state marker
hanaring the 1898 Ghost Dance prophet was cgnstracted
during the Bicentennilal. The marker as well as thisa
building might well then qualify under Natlonal Landmark
Freservation and Sacred Sites or Traditional Cultural
Fropaerties guidelines. Another strong reason for ics
Llocating there would be the proximity of this YIndian
Mugzsum™ to the city of Terington, a growing mstor hub
hetween rapidly expanding Las Vegas and Rena, and our
neighboring state af California.

An equally viable argument, however, wouald be to
locate the Wovseka Cultural Informatien Center on Campbell
Ranch. Campbell Ranch was farmlard purchased under the
Indian Recorganirzatien Act., Tribal Headquarters are locatead
cre Campbell Ranch. In addition, a brand health facility i=
fouvnd on this reservation, which is located approzimately
ten miles frem the Yerington Indian Colany. Campbell Ranch
also has expanding housing tracts for Lribhal members under
AOL. If money canngt be obtained fer canstruction of a new
buildimg teo house the Wovoka Cultural Infeormaticon Canter, a
cade Can be made be refurbish is tha former day
schoolhouse. In thiz unused building, the Yerington Falute
Tribal Council alsoe met. So, if only for this reasocn, the
landmark statuz of this property can be sought.

On whichever of these two locations the Wovaka
Cultural Information Center is located, we note, finally,
Frecutive Order 130Q7. Iesused by Eresident William Clinton
(24 May 1596)), the “Accommodaticn of Sacred Sites (Section
1] =pecifically calls for “any specific, discrete, narrowly
delingated location on Fadetral land that iz identified by
an Indian tribe, or Indian individual determnined to be an
appraopriately autharitative representative of an Indian
religicns, as sacred by virtue aof jits eatablished religious
significance te¢.” {b.iii} be protected and sst aside.



B. THE WOWWOFEA CULTUBAL INFOFMATION CENTER

Within this breoadly concelved Center, these activities
are gnviaioned:

l. Wovoka FPhotography Gallary

Beacause the Yerington Paiute Tribe owns the copyright
on Wovoka and the 1890 Ghost Dance: A Somrosbook, the 25 or
sa phatagraphs froem this bkicgraphy can easily encugh be
acanned and enhanced inte & high-speed compuber. Thess will
be enlarged, then matted and mounted centrally in the
wovoka Infoarmatien Center.

2. Hextharn Paiuvts Tranalation of the SGraat
Bavwlatisn

Dr. Hittman, whaom the Yerington Paiute Trike has aaked
to dewelop this project,; had completed a translation of the
visicn Wovoka dictated to James Mooney. FRealized in
gollaboraticn with Yerington Paiute Fribe Elders, this
*back translation® in some mannher as yet to be determined
by the Tribal Council <an be presented 1n the Wovoka
Information Center (e.g., calligraphy, as an entrance
marker, etc.). Wisitors to the Woveka Cultural Information
Center, therefore, wili be able to read this approximation
of the exact words of thiz prophet’s meeting with God in
Harthern Palate.

3. Interactive Leaching

Cultural Rescurces are defioed az any real or personal
properties appertaining to Wative American life ways.
Through the miracle of CD-Rom, we expect vwisitors to be
dbkle to listen actual words spoken by NHorthern Paiute
&lders who knew Wovoka. This body of material exists in two
forma: {1) Tapes (for aale by Special Collections,
Univerzity of Hevada Libraries (Renop that were elther
donated (e.g., Peg Wheat Collection) or pact of the
University of Nevada's Oral History Project: and (2]
ethnographic fieldwarck of Dr., Michael! Hittman. His
interviews between 196h~198%2 can, with funding, be
tranaferrad frem audictape ts CD-Rom. Soth scurces not only
wiil alleow visitors to listen to accounts of the life and
teachingy of the 18D1) Ghost vance prophet [(photographs of
theze elders do exist and with permlssions can be wmounted),



Far will alse return cullbural properties to their rightful
owner, i.e., the Yerington Patute Tribe. In so doling, they
bepoome sources ¢f and for cultural centinuity or heritage.

1. Rapatriation

While the Native american Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act mandates return of objects with known
cultural patrimeny held in federally-funded repositeries,
the Hevada =tate Museum (Carson City)] haz made known jt=s
intention of returning items that were once owned by the
1E2D Ghost Dance. As a national figure, Wovoka recalwved
these gifts (e.q., buckskin suit, gloves] fram Native
American followers throughout the United States and Canada.
These were obtained by CRark Guiid and donated to the
Wevada State Mussum angd keph there safely since the 1230a.
our Elders have sean these. The WNewvada Historical Society
haz =sven put them on display these. In aasociaticon, then,
with the Wowvaka Cultural Information Center, the Yerington
Patute Trikbe therefore Bxpects to zend a delegation to the
Wavada State Mpsewn Lo 1dentify and bring these items home.
Wovoka'"s belongings, of courae, wilill be displayed in this
building dedicated to hisa memary according to contemporary

muaeum =tandards

5. Widms Henidtora

Many videgos exist abksut the 1E90 Ghost Dance religicn.
The Newvada Histeorigcal Society, for example, recently [19498)
gponacred @ ene-day, public faorum called “Wowoka'*s Living
Pescandants,™ This four-and-one-half hour farum was
videotaped and cen be played alang with others on separate
monitar im the Wovoka Cultoral Infemmation Center.

6. Library/Visiting Scholars Foom

We also envision a research Center far schelars and
interestad people whe wish ce familiarize them with the
vast litarature on Wowaka and the 1880 Shoak Dabce.
Furchase of these (baoks, journal articles, etce.] will have
to be separately funded and satalogued. We expent to take
steps ta itnterface with the american Tndian Library
Project, the Wevada Museun Association, and other
profeasicnal bodies in the growing area of Trikal
Libraries, Archives and Muasums.

. Gift Store



Like cther modern-day Indian corporations, the
Terington Paiute Tribe today has pumercos enterprises.
Joining our Smoke Shops, Dairy Queesn, Conveniance Srore,
and hlfalfa Grounds will be the gift shop attached to the
Wovoka Coaltural Information Center. Tribal publicaticns,
poSstersy, taped, atc. can be sgld here, as well as Wovoka

mwemorabilia.
7. Meditation Araa

Because the 18%9) Ghost Dance was a religious movemant,
however, we declare our intention not to commercialize
Wovoka's legacy. In this regard, we propose the following:
that a part of the Wowoka Ciltural Rescurce Center be
devoted tg spiritpality. This can includs a meditation
area, listening Canter Ffar gpitvitwal music, a ceremonial
dance and drum Center, aftc. Onge agatn, these details are
ieft to the Yeringtan Paiufe Trihe, in collaboration with
it Rlderz., DHMacussions with Dr. Hittman were also held
regarding an annual conference on Wovoka®s legacy.

Conclusion

In propeesing this idea, we have bean encouraged by
diacussions with obher Indian cultueral museums in this
ar=a, particulardy Fyramid Lakse Museum. Firzt and faremowut,
we treasure the heritage of Wovoka. A Wovoka Cultural
Tnfoermation Center, therefore, will be a tribal archive
dedicated to the memory of our most important historic
figure to date. Along with the Jacred Sicte of Pine Grove,
thig project will presarve thilizg important part of ogr
cultural heritage. While we treasure the memory of Wevoka
in and of itself, we alsg understand the importance aof
tourism in the meodern=-world. Bringing tourists to vizib the
Wovoia Culetural Information Center, an exciting Center
dedicated to his memory, will ke educaticnal as well a=s 3
part of enterpriss. We anticipate working closely with
rtourism and state museum3d, as well as other Indian Muzsums.



