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February 27, 2009 
 
TO:  Dr. Michael Richards, President, CSN 
FROM:  Marvina Truss 
RE:  Impact of Current and Future Budget Reductions 

 
My name is Marvina Truss and I am a College of Southern Nevada student with two options. Option A, with a college 
degree I will be able to get off of welfare. Option B, without one I will not. I took my first college course at CSN in 
2005 and I am almost through the window of opportunity promised by higher education. Yet I feel an eminent threat 
that this same window of opportunity will be replaced by an impenetrable wall of stagnation. I am also a recovering 
addict who has been clean for 25 years. I have worked diligently towards realizing a lifelong dream of becoming a 
professional in the field of Addiction Studies. I have been working with recovering addicts for 25 years mentoring them 
with a raw knowledge and experience gained from the streets. However, I desire a highly developed and effective 
background in Addiction Studies. This is how CSN has been preparing me to meet the demands of a new age. 
 
Addiction Studies was formerly a 2 year degree program at CSN but has been changed to a 4 year undergraduate 
degree which I can only complete through transfer to UNLV. My dream is renewed with every course I successfully 
complete. But what happens when the required course is cancelled due to budget reductions? This semester alone I 
have met an overwhelming amount of my CSN peers who needed one class to complete their requirements for transfer 
or graduation to only have that class cancelled. Do you know what one semester or one class can mean to a student, a 
single parent, or to an individual who is unemployed? Let’s not forget, one semester is 4 months. If that class happens 
to be a pre-requisite to the required class, one semester could mean an entire academic year. Serious efforts have been 
made to increase student retention, persistence, and graduation rates; however budget reductions have already begun to 
negatively impact these efforts. One class cancelled, one less graduate, one less transfer, one less student retained. 
Multiply that by 41, 000 CSN students. How does this help to prepare us for the demands of a new age? 
 
I currently have a 3.4 GPA  which is made possible not only by my efforts but because of the support of CSN’s Tutors, 
Counselors/Advisors, Retention services, Student Financial Services, TRIO Student Support Services, and Instructors- 
full-time and adjunct. It has become increasingly more difficult to receive the same level of assistance due to the 
growing student population and inadequate support staff and faculty. Tutorial Services is unable to provide tutors for 
the amount of student requests especially in math and science. It has become more difficult to meet with professors 
because more students are relying heavily on instructor assistance due to tutor shortage. I have taken classes at each 
campus and have felt the consequence of a bare bones student services. For example, in 07-08 the Student to 
Counselor/Advisor ratio at the Cheyenne campus was 1,452 students for every 1 Counselor/Advisor; Charleston 1, 855 
students for every 1 Counselor/Advisor; and Henderson 2,473 students for every 1 Counselor/Advisor. Many students 
are blindly leading themselves by self advising due to this ridiculously low advisor to student ratio. The way I see it, 
this is setting many students up for failure from the start because time and money are being wasted by taking random 
courses, accumulating random credits, and working towards no specific academic goal. Not by choice, but by default. 
Yet our student population continues to grow but critical student support services do not.  

 

My peers and I should not be forced to attend proprietary schools to complete our education. We simply can’t afford to 
take on the amount of debt such a decision will create. CSN, its degree programs, student support services, faculty and 
staff is crucial to every type of student and their personal, academic, and professional development. With thousands of 
people losing their jobs CSN provides an opportunity to retrain for another career, learn new skills to work toward a 
promotion, obtain the first two years of an undergraduate degree, or complete specialized training in a variety of career 
fields. If it weren’t for CSN I would not be writing to you today. CSN has, is, and will hopefully continue to changes 
lives one course at a time. However, budget reductions will not contribute to an increase in opportunity, but it will 
contribute to an increase in dreams deferred and destroyed.  I do not want to continue to be a welfare recipient and 
education affords the opportunity for me to change that. CSN provides the foundation I need to be a productive citizen 
who can one day re-invest in the people, the state, and country that has invested in me. 
 
Thank you 
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