Faculty Senate

Friday, November 17, 2006

Battle Mountain – BM1; Elko –GTA 130; Ely –GBC 112;

Pahrump – PVC 124; Winnemucca –GBC 109

Members Present: Anderson, Pat; Bentley, Susanne; Bruno, Caroline; Chaffin, Amy; Cox, Jeff; Daniels, Frank; Delaney, Cynthia; DeLong, Trent; Du, Xunming; Ellefsen, David; Elithorp, James; Estes, Heather; Frazier, Lisa; Friez, Dorinda; Ford, Carol; Fox, Patty; Gregersen, Cheryl; Hannu, Robert; Hennefer, Scott; Hiles, Dwaine; Hofland, Bonnie; Hyslop, Cindy; Johnson, Laura; Kampf, Richard; King, Janice; Klem, Peter; Laxalt, Kevin; Larson, Jay; Licht, Jon; Macfarlan, Lynette; McCarty, Lora; Miller, Kara; Mitchel, Charlene; Moore, Dorothy; Moore, Janie; Murphy, Bret; Myrhow, Mike; Negrete, Sarah; Newman, John; Nickel, Ed; O’Hanahan, Patrick; Parker, Anna; Redfern, Joy; Rosenthal, Jeanne; Shaw, Joyce; Skivington, Gretchen; Swetich, Mary; Tenney, Glen; Uhlenkott, Linda; Wallace, Bea; Wallace, Squy; Walsh, Eric; Walsh, Laurie; Warren, Pat
Guest:  Stacie Potter
I. Call to Order: Action



The meeting was called to order at 1:17 p.m. by Chair Uhlenkott.  Ten written proxies were recorded.

II. Career and Technical Education



Brett Murphy gave an update regarding the training agreement between Great Basin College and Newmont Mining Company.  The Newmont One Nevada Training Program will be a global icon for training and set the standard for all Newmont Mining properties around the world.  The commitment is for two years, and Newmont agrees to fund up to $750,000 a year for this program.  Newmont has donated an underground haul truck and drill rig and will supply more large surface mining equipment to be on site at Great Basin College. On Monday, November 27th, assessment testing will commence in the Art Annex building.  There will be a fee for the assessment.     Once training starts, it is possible that the armory building will be utilized.  All classes will be for college credit.   It may take up to twelve new faculty members in the Career and Technical Arts Department to accommodate the program training requirements.
III. Approval of the Minutes: Action

The October 20, 2006 minutes were approved unanimously with a correction to the        typographical error in the spelling of the Bachelor of Applied Science.
IV. Senate Chair Report



President’s Council approved the recommendation passed by Senate for taking attendance for financial aid and approved the Administrative Faculty Evaluation form with the “Needs Improvement” category removed.  Removal of this category was required so that the form complied with NSHE code.


Graduation has been slated for Saturday, May 19, 2007 in the morning on the GBC campus.



Pat Anderson has officially resigned as Faculty Senate-Vice Chair.  Ed Nickel has agreed to accept the nomination to this office.  This will be an action item in December
V. Committee Reports
Academic Standards – Information Only


The Board of Regents has implemented a policy commencing Fall 07 that requires degree-seeking students to complete their sequence of remediation classes before completion of 30 credits.  There is a provision which allows some flexibility within the institution which is helpful for the Career and Technical students and those students who have not been made aware of this policy.  Please advise students when possible. This policy will appear in the 2007-2008 General Catalog.  
Adjunct Faculty – No Report
Assessment Committee – Written Report


An assessment handbook will be coming to Faculty Senate for a vote.
Budget and Facilities – No Report
Bylaws—No Report
Compensation and Benefits – Information Only


An email vote was conducted by the committee which approved five people to attend three conferences.  Two more requests for professional development money were received at the meeting.


The committee was asked to address the workload policy next semester.
Curriculum and Articulation – Information/Action



The following new courses were reviewed and approved  by the committee as three credit courses: EDCT463 – Teaching  Secondary Business Education, ENG 433A – Shakespeare: Tragedies and Histories, GRC 319 – Advanced Multimedia Design: Typography & Graphics, RAD 124B – Radiographic Photography & Techniques, RAD 126B – Radiography II, RAD 128B – Imaging Equipment.  CIT 264 – Operating System Security was tabled.  ART 1017 – Design Fundamentals I was approved as a new general education course in the grid, under Fine Arts, beginning next fall.  A motion was made to approve the report.  The motion passed unanimously.

Department Chairs – No Report

Distance Education – Report


Information regarding the replacement for WebCT (CE6) was presented.  WebCT availability will stop in July 2007. Workshops are scheduled to begin this coming January to assist faculty with the knowledge required to transition to the new system.  One of the advantages to CE6 is the improvement in the Grade Book and journaling features.  The four workshops will be delivered live, online (24/7), and individually if necessary so that all instructors will be proficient with the essentials of the system. WebCT from publishers will interface with CE6. Instructors will be required to take a minimum of two workshops before they will be permitted to teach an online class.

Faculty and Administrative Evaluations – Information/Action



There was discussion to change the matrix for the Annual Self Evaluation to reflect the wishes of Department Chairs prior to the presentation of the form to Senate.  The matrix was modified to reflect the changes and presented to Senate with the request that the form be implemented by all departments.   A motion was made and seconded that the form be amended to remove “f. Receive satisfactory student evaluations.”, as the VPAA already figures these comments in his evaluation and “12. Complete peer review evaluation/ portfolio within the five-year cycle.” It was also moved that all departments implement its use.  The motion carried with two abstaining votes.

I.C. E. – Written Report



The committee wanted to thank the faculty for the support of two events this past week; Malcolm X Chautauqua with Charles Pace and the Waiting for Godot presentation by the Theater Department.



Although Lynne Owens is on sabbatical, she is planning programs for 2007-2008 regarding world issues.  Please contact her via email, if you have any suggestions for programs.  




Please continue to integrate I.C.E. events in your curriculum.  An evening with Simon Winchester will be presented in March.


Library – Information Only



The Library Director Position will open in January 2007; the hire date will be July 2007.  Karen Dannehl will return on November 27th and Pat Loper is scheduled to return to the library next Monday.  Gary Avent is moving.

Personnel – Information/Action



The committee recommended the following faculty for tenure:  Xunming Du, Cindy Hyslop, Peter Klem, Diane Elmore, Kevin Laxalt and Beatrice Wallace. The motion to approve the tenure selection was approved unanimously.



Early tenure is available if the candidate displays for example, years of service as an adjunct instructor, or had received tenure from another institution.  The VPAA is presented with individual circumstances by the candidate’s committee and decides if the experience warrants a reduction in the years of service required for tenure.  It is the responsibility of the candidate to pursue early tenure.



Letters will be going out to the two faculty members who have been selected for sabbatical.  Five faculty submitted applications for sabbatical this year.

Student Relations – No Report
VI. Four Year Committee Reports:

Bachelor of Applied Science – No report


Bachelor of Arts in Integrative and Professional Studies – Report



Three more students have been admitted to the program which brings the enrollment to 
75 students.  Currently, the program is revising the handbook and developing recruiting strategies.


Bachelor of Social Work – No report


Elementary and Secondary Education – Report 


The State Department of Education has approved the Elementary and Secondary 
Education programs for five years.  The English and business emphasis in Secondary Education 
will be reviewed in a year and if they are approved, will be included in the normal five year review 
cycle
VII. Health Sciences – Written Report
VIII. Unfinished Business – None
IX. New Business – Information



Nominations for Vice-Chair will be accepted until the next Executive Committee meeting.  Email all nominations to the senate secretary.


Information regarding the replacement for WebCT (CE6) was presented.  WebCT availability will stop in July 2007. Workshops are scheduled to begin this coming January to assist faculty with the knowledge required to transition to the new system.  One of the advantages to CE6 is the improvement in the Grade Book and journaling features.  The four workshops will be delivered live, online (24/7), and individually if necessary so that all instructors will be proficient with the essentials of the system. WebCT from publishers will interface with CE6. Instructors will be required to take a minimum of two workshops before they will be permitted to teach an online class.
X. Information Items



Stacie Potter, Interim Housing Coordinator, requested support for the Breakfast at Midnight on Monday, December 11th in the Griswold Community Room. The faculty was asked to supply juice, muffins, and casseroles to feed approximately 75 students as they will be studying late for their finals. Contact her at extension 2360 if you have any questions.  An email will be sent closer to the event as a reminder.



Rotaract members will be contacting the college community for donations in their virtual food campaign benefiting those suffering in Darfur.



The Great Basin College Holiday Party is scheduled for Saturday, December 9, at the Stockmen’s Casino.  Please respond to Dorinda Friez regarding your and your guest’s attendance.  This year, there is a recommended list of items for the charitable drive for CADV.  Clarification was given about the process of acquiring the gifts. Please shop, wrap, identify the items in the wrapped package, and bring to the holiday party.


December 2, the college will be hosting the Christmas in the Nighttime Skies. Chilton Circle and the Health Science building will be closed off that day for securing a safe location for the fireworks.



Stacie Potter is offering a True Colors presentation on December 6th, at 7:00 p.m. in the Solarium.  It is a personality indicator program that she has been certified in administrating. Students, faculty, and staff are asked to participate.


Today’s meeting was hosted by the Health Sciences Department


The Administration Voting Block will host the December meeting.

XI. Adjournment



The meeting was adjourned at 2: 17 p.m.
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