Intellectual and Cultural Enrichment (ICE) Committee

Exploring Empowerment

2008-2009 Academic Year

In February, ICE will host a week of activities centering on the theme of empowerment.  Through the lens of empowerment, we want to give students the opportunity to examine our past (the civil rights movement and Martin Luther King, jr) and our present (Are there still disenfranchised groups that would benefit from empowerment?  What kinds of empowerment are relevant in today’s world—economic, social, environmental, etc.?), as well as what are the hopes for the future (the Empowerment project).  These websites are offered in the spirit of helping interested faculty find ways to incorporate the themes of MLK, civil rights, and/or empowerment in their curriculum.  Some of the websites help with lesson plans, some provide historical perspective, and others are just thought-provoking articles that may serve as points of departure for your class discussion.

http://www.stormingcaesarspalace.com/
· Brief introduction to Anneliese Orleck’s book Storming Caesars Palace How Black Mother’s Fought Their War on Poverty

· This took place in our very own state of Nevada.  One of the women who was an integral part of this struggle is one of our invited speakers during the week of activities in February

http://www.stanford.edu/group/King/liberation_curriculum/index.htm
Liberation Curriculum

The Liberation Curriculum initiative provides teachers with educational materials that engage students in active learning and critical inquiry. The goal of the project is to create historically accurate and pedagogically effective curriculum that addresses issues of social justice, transformation, and reconciliation, while meeting state and national standards. The broad range of materials related to the African American freedom struggle, such as the King Encyclopedia and primary source documents, coupled with an online community, offer educators the support necessary to integrate the Liberation Curriculum into their teaching and transform the way young people learn about history.

http://www.usccr.gov/
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights

· Reports and briefings about current issues in civil rights, including such topics as the monitoring of voting rights in 2008 and covert wiretapping

http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/remembering/
· A documentary in which both whites and blacks reflect on life under Jim Crow laws

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/jimcrow/about.html
· Information about a series aired on PBS about Jim Crow laws.

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=93135630&ft=1&f=11
· audio clip of government apology for Jim Crow

http://www.wcl.american.edu/journal/lawrev/48/pdf/roberts.pdf?rd=1
· An article on environmental justice and community empowerment

http://www.escwa.un.org/divisions/databases/ecwpubs/pub.asp?theme=Politics&looka=1
· A database with links to articles about gender and the empowerment of women in the Arab regions

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTPOVERTY/EXTEMPOWERMENT/0,,contentMDK:20
· Article addressing unintended consequences of empowerment globally

http://www.civilrightsteaching.org/intro.htm
· A resource for instructors wishing to discuss the civil rights movement from an alternative perspective 

http://www.ienearth.org/perspective_ej.html
· Indigenous Environmental Network—a group addressing environmental justice and the empowerment of indigenous people all over the world

http://www.empowermentzone.com/
· A plethora of links to sites dealing with civil rights and empowerment issues

http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m0825/is_n4_v57/ai_11676472
· Empowerment through the lens of social services

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=14991874
· audio clip from NPR on what’s next for the civil rights movement

http://www.ordoesitexplode.com/me/2007/11/activists-gathe.html
· article discussing a conference in Bahrain on women’s empowerment in the Arab world

http://www.diversityworld.com/Disability/DN08/DN0803.htm
· newsletter about disability and empowerment

http://www.heritage.org/Research/Religion/HL280.cfm
· a lecture on Hispanic Americans and economic empowerment

http://www.nclr.org/content/topics/detail/607
· National Council of La Raza—website of the largest national Latino civil rights and advocacy organization

The ICE Committee extends many thanks to Lynne Owens for compiling the information contained in this document.
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