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Notice of Public Meeting:  Chancellor Search Process Forum 
NEVADA SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

Joint Meeting: 
Western Nevada College Foundation Board of Directors 
Western Nevada College Institutional Advisory Council 

Associated Students of Western Nevada College  
and  

Great Basin College Foundation Board of Trustees 
Great Basin College Institutional Advisory Council 

Great Basin College Student Government Association 

Location: 
System Administrative Office 

2601 Enterprise Way 
Reno, Nevada 89512 

Main Conference Room 

Wednesday, September 25, 2019 
8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.  

Video Conference Connection from the Meeting Site to: 
Western Nevada College 

2201 Western College Parkway 
Carson City, Nevada 89703 

Reynolds Center for Technology, Room 101 

Great Basin College 
1500 College Parkway 
Elko, Nevada 89801 

McMullen Hall, Room 102 

MEETING MINUTES – Approved 11/21/19 
1. Call to Order
The Joint Meeting of Western Nevada College Foundation Board of Board of Directors, Western
Nevada College Institutional Advisory Council, and Associate Students of Western Nevada
College; and, Great Basin College Foundation Board of Trustees, Great Basin College
Institutional Advisory Council, and Great Basin College Student Government Association
(collectively, the “Institution Groups”), was called to order by Matt McCarty 8:30 am.  Matt
McCarty was appointed to preside over the meeting.  Welcome comments were made and
Mardell Wilkins will take minutes for the meetings. Deb Conrad called roll for WNC.
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2. Roll Call of Institution Groups
Present at Great Basin College:
Dr. Hugh Collett (GBC IAC)
Tana Gallagher (GBC Foundation Trustee)
Melissa Schultz (GBC Foundation Trustee)

There was not a quorum of any of the GBC Institution groups. 

Other guests present at Great Basin College: 
Robert Hannu, GBC 
Mardell Wilkins, GBC 
Matt McCarty, GBC 
Chantell Garcia, GBC 
Jennifer Sprout, GBC 
Virginia Ousted 

Present at other locations: 
Dr. Jason Geddes 
Dr. Mark Doubrava 
Dr. Thom Reilly 
Dean Gould 
President Vince Solis, WNC 
Kyle Dalpe, WNC 
Beth Blankenship (WNC Classified Council Chair) 
Stacey Woodberry (WNC Foundation Trustees) 
Janet Stake 

3. Public Comment      Information Only 
There was no public comment.

4. Discussion on Chancellor Search          Information Only
Discussion with Dr. Jason Geddes, Chair of the NSHE Board of Regents, Dr. Mark Doubrava,
Vice Chair of the NSHE Board of Regents, and Dr. Thom Reilly, NSHE Chancellor, on whether
the Board of Regents should conduct a national search for the new Chancellor (with or without
the appointment of an acting Chancellor) or appoint an interim Chancellor following the
expiration of current Chancellor Thom Reilly’s term in August 2020.  No names of potential
candidates for either acting or interim Chancellor may be stated or discussed during this agenda
item.  Specific names may be suggested by email to the Chair after the meeting.  Chair Geddes
began by stating the NSHE Board of Regents Handbook has a process for Chancellor searches.
Chancellor Reilly has announced he will be leaving August 2020.  The Board of Regents has
started the process of gathering information from constituencies on whether to appoint an interim
chancellor or to launch a national search in September 2020.  Chancellor Reilly added the search
could start now if the decision was to do a search for a more seamless transition.  The results of
these public forums will be presented at the Board of Regents’ meeting in September to
authorize and start a Chancellor search. Matt McCarty read email from GBC Foundation Trustee
and GBC IAC member Dave Roden.  The statement read, “I am in favor of having a national
search for a new Chancellor.  I ask that the search include a person familiar with rural areas that
offer BS, BA and technology training.”  Dr. Hugh Collett read his statement on what he would
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want in the qualities of a future Chancellor (statement is attached) and also submitted a Muse 
that he wrote several years ago about the different missions of community colleges and 
universities and the problems with them being under one governing board (see attached).    

Western Nevada College President Solis said a national search would fit in an ideal situation if it 
could be accomplished within a year’s time.  Beth Blankenship, Chair of the WNC Classified 
Council, stated the WNC Classified Council is in favor of a national search for a permanent 
Chancellor, not in favor of an interim.  They would be in favor of looking at internal candidates 
as well.   

Regent Geddes responded to a question by Janet Stake. An advantage of appointing an interim 
Chancellor would be that someone is appointed immediately to do the job and could be tested to 
see if it is a good fit to fill the position permanently such as is sometimes done with the 
presidents.  

Matt McCarty asked for a point of clarification on if the Faculty Senate and Classified Council 
would be able to speak at another meeting or was this their opportunity? Regent Geddes said this 
is the public meeting for input, but at any time information/input can be sent via phone call, 
email, or mail to the Chancellor or anyone on the Board of Regents.  Please let the groups know 
that they need to submit their input by next week.  Regent Geddes added that if the current 
Assembly Joint Resolution 5 should pass it would not put the Chancellor Search on hold.   

5. Public Comment Information Only 

Virgina Ousted, community member in Elko, is in favor of a national search. 

Kyle Dalpe, Vice President for Instruction at WNC, stated that the WNC faculty senate wasn’t 
able to be here today and they will be submitting their recommendations.  He has had 
conversations with the WNC faculty senate, and it is their hope the candidate would have a good 
understanding of faculty issues both at a two year and four-year institution.   

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 a.m. 
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