GREAT BASIN COLLEGE

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

February 27, 2008
PRESENT:
Paul Killpatrick, Mike McFarlane, Lynn Mahlberg, John Rice, Ed Nickel
ABSENT:
Bill Reinhard
1. Approval of Minutes – The minutes of the President’s Council meeting on February 29, 2008, were approved.
2. Accreditation Update – Mike McFarlane attended the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) annual meeting last week.  NWCCU is talking about revising how they do accreditation. The changes will not affect our upcoming visit.  NWCCU is looking at moving away from the ten year accreditation event and implementing a seven year accreditation process.  With the new process there will be a different focus each year.   Everything is spread out so the reports are smaller.  Sustainability will be important to the accreditation process in the future.  
3. Catalog Suggested Course Sequence – Lynn Mahlberg talked about the catalog course sequence not working for everyone.  Realistically, a two-year program may take five or six semesters to complete.  Student funding may also exclude the student from following the course sequence. Putting a disclaimer in the catalog that the course sequence may not be suitable for all students may be appropriate. The disclaimer will say that the course sequence outlined for each degree is simply a suggestion that may not be appropriate for all students.  For example, some students will have to take from one to four developmental courses before they are prepared to take some of the college level courses.  Many students will need to take fewer courses each semester due to other obligations in their lives.  Full-time status is 12 credits per semester, but many programs provide students with the flexibility of taking fewer credits (in order to have a successful academic experience).  Meeting with an advisor is crucial to establishing the best course sequence for each student.  Every degree will reference this disclaimer.  
4. Honorary Degrees/Community Service Awards – Lynn Mahlberg reminded President’s Council that the Honorary Degree recommendations are to be submitted to the system office by March 4, 2008.  We should also start thinking of the community service award.
5. Graduation Speaker – Lynn Mahlberg asked President’s Council to start thinking of recommendations for keynote speaker for graduation.  
6. YOUNIVERSITY.TV – John Rice provided information of YOUNIVERSITY.TV.  It is a first of its kind combined internet destination and television series for the millions of annual college bound students to get a full video tour of college campuses throughout the country. It allows prospective students to search, learn about and see schools they otherwise would not have the ability to see.  There is no cost to GBC, other than supply the production crew with lunch.  We would provide a link to their website on our website. John will contact   UNR and UNLV to see if they have interest in this.  
7. Miscellaneous
· John Rice reported the Foundation has sold 310 tickets for the dinner dance.  They are now hoping to sell 350 tickets. 
· Mike McFarlane related to Lynn Mahlberg that some faculty are not receiving a list of students they are supposed to be advising.  Lynn will look into this.
· Ed Nickel relayed that the departments are thankful that Mike has reopened the lab fee accounts.  It makes things easier to work with.  

· Paul Killpatrick reported that there will not be much money for new capital construction. He hasn’t heard anything else about the budget in the past four weeks. 
