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From Crusoe's Isiand by John Rogs Browne {1884)

Mo prefext has heen wanted, Ao opportunity fost, whenever it has beest Jeamed
necessary to gef them oot of the way. At Nome Cuft Valley, during the winter of
fBEB-'58, more than a hundred and fifly peaceable indians | Inclding wormen amnd
chifgren, were cruelly siaughtered by the whites who had seftfed there under official
duthorty, and most of whomn denived their suppet evther from actual or indirect
cannection wilh the eservabon. Many of them Rad been in pubfic employ, and now
smoyed the rewsards of their menionous services. True, 8 notice was posted up an
freas that he vafley was public fand reserved for indian purposes, and not open to
seftierment; bul nobody, either in or out of the service, paid any attention to thal, as
a matter of course. When the Indians were informed that it was fheir home, and
were imvifed there on the pretext that they woluld be profectad, it was very wall
understond that, as scon as government had spert monsy encugh there fo build up
a setffernent sufficiertly strong to mainfain itself, they would enjoy very slender
chances of protection. it was alteged that they had dhivern off and eafern private
gattle. Thera wera some three or four Nundred head of public catthe on the properly
redurng, all supposed (o be ranging in the same vicinily, but the pHvate callle mest
have been a greal deal befter, owing to some superor capacity for eating grass.
Linan an investigation of fhis charge, made by the officers of the army, it was found
o be entivedy deshitufe of fruth: a few cattfe had been fost, or prohabfy kitfed by
white men, arxd s was fhe whote basis of the massacre | Ammed parbies went e
the rancherias in open day, when no evil was apprehended, and shot the Indhans
down—weak, harmiess, and defenseless as fhey were—without distinction of age or
sax; shot down wormen wilth sucking babes &l their breasts; kifed or erippled the
naked chifdren thal weare running about; and, affer they had achieved this brave
expionl, appeaied fo the state government for aid! Oh, Shame, Shame, where is thy
Bush. that white men shouwld do this with impunity in a civiized country, under ihe
very eyes of an enfightensd government! They did it. and they did move! For days,
weeks, and manihs they ranged the hills of Norne Cull, kiting every Indian that was
oo weak to escaps,; and, what Is worss, they cicl il under 5 sfale COMmmiSSIon,
wiNCr in all charty | must believe was rssued upon false representations. A morg
crusl seres of oulrages than those perpefrated upon the poor Indians of Nome Gult
never disgraced a community of white men. The sfate said the seitiers must be
profectent and it protected them—proteched them from wornen ard chiidren, for the
man are oo imbecile and too abject (o fight. The general govemment folded its
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arms and said, “Whal can we do? We can rof chastizse the eiizens of a state. Are
we not feading and clothing the savages, and teaching them to be moral, and is not
that as much as the chvilized world can ask of us?"

At King's River, where there was a pubfic farm maintfained al consiteradle expense,
the Indians were coffected i @ body of two or three hunded, and the whife seiffers,
who compfained that govermment woukd not do any g for thern, diove themn over
fo e Agency at the Fresno. ARer an expenditure af sorne thirly thousand dollars a
year for six years, that farm had scercedy produced six blades of grass, and was
entirely unabls fo supoort over & few dozen Indians who had always fived thers,
ang who generally foraged for their own subsistence. The new-comers, therefore,
stood a poor chance Hiff the agent purchased from the winte sefilers, on public
accournt, the acoms which ihey (the Indiang ) hadd gathered and land up for winfer
use af King's River. Notwithstanding the acorns, they were very soon starved ouf at
the Fresno, and wandered away o find a subsisience wherever they cauld. Many
o thern perishead of hunger on the plains of the San Joaquin. The rest are
prasumed ta be i the mauntaing gathenng berres.

At the Mattole Station, mear Cape Mendooino, a number of indians were murdersd
o the public farm within a few hundred vards of the head-gquarters. The seitfers
ihe vailey affeged that govermmen! wauld not support thern, o take any care of
therm, and as setfiers were nol paid for doirrg i, they most kil them to get nd of
e

At Humboldt Bay, and in the wicirily, & seres of Indian massacres by white men
continued for over two vears. The cifizens held pubfic meskings, and prolested
against the action of the genersl government in leaving these fndians fo prow! wpon
them for a support. If was alleged that the reservalions cost two hundred and ity
thousand doifars a year, and yet nothing was domes to releve the peaple of s
burdern. Petilions were finalfly sent to the slate authorfes asking for the removal of
the indians from that vicirity; and the gfate senf aut its militia, kiffed a good many,
and capdured a good many others, who were finafly carmied down fo ihe Mendocing
reservabon. They thed haf place so well thatf they left it very soon, and went back
to their oid pleces of resor, preferning a chance of life fo the certainty of starvation.
During fhe winter of fasf year a number of them wene gathered at Humboldf. The
whites thought if was a fevorable opportunify fo get id of them altogelher. So they
wertt in & body {0 the Indian camp, durdng the night when the poor wretches were
astecp, shot aff the men, women, and childmn they could at the frst onstaugit, and
cut the throats of the remainder. Very few escaped. Next moming sixty bodies /ay
watertng in their blpod—the ofd and the young, male and fermale—with every wound
gapirg & tale of hormo o the ciwized world. Children ofimbed upon their mothers®
breasls and soogitt nounshrren! from the fourtains thaf death had drained, girs
and boys fay here and there with fheir throats cuf from ear to ear, men and wormern,
clinging to sach other in their ferror, were found perforated with bullets or cuf {0
eces with knives—all ware cruelly murdered! Let any one whio doubis ths read the
newspapers of San Francisco of that date. T wilf be found there in its most bloody
and tragic details. L et them read of the Fitt River massacre | and of alf the
massacres Hat for the pasf firee years have darkenad the records of the stafe.

! wifl o the white people who were engeged in these massacres e jusfice fo say
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that they were not s0 much o blame as the general gavernment. They had af least
givien due warming of their intention. For years they had burdened the mails with
complaints of the inefficiency of the agents; they had protested in the REwWspapers,
in public meetings, in every concelvable way, ard on avery possibie 0CCasion,
against the imodclicy of permitling these Indians fo roam aboud the setilements,
oicking up a suhsistence in whatever way they could, whern there was a fund of
250 000 a year approprated by Congress for their removal fo and suppord an the
reservalions, What were these establishments for? Why did they not take charge of
the Incians 7 Where were the agenls? What was done with the maoney? ft was
repeatediy represerted that, unfess something was done, the indians would soan
3l be kifed. They coutd no longer make & subssferce i thelr ofd haunfs. The
progress of seftlerment had driven ther from place 1o place Bilf there was na fonger
a 5pot on earth they could call their own. Their next move could onfy be info the
FPacific Oocean. if ever an unfortunale people needed a few acres of ground 1o stand
upon, and the poor privilege of making a fiving for themsefves, if was these hapfess
Diggers. As offen as they ined the reservalions, sad exparience taught them thal
fhese weare instifutions for the benefit of white men, not Indians . IF was wonderful
how the emploves had prospered on their salares. They owned fine ranches in ihe
vicinity, in fact, the reservalions themsefves were predty much covered with ihe
claims of persons in the service, whoe thought they would make mice farms for white
men. The principal work done wes fo aftend fo sheep and caltle speculations, and
make shepherds out of the few Indians thaf wene leff.

From Reminiscences of a Ranger; or, Early imes in Southern California. By
Major Horace Bell {(1881)

Sometirme eary in 1857, the indians raided the San Bernarding rancha, ihen the
property of the Lugo farmily, a branch of which cocupred the ranch.

The successiul raiders drove off @ herd of genlle horses, and weni ouf through the
Cafon Pass. Two of the Lugo's, wilh hal-a-dozen of their dependents, fofiowed on
the fresh traif of the deserd Indians | and in the Caon ey Bund some four or five
Americans, and one half-breed Cherokees Indian . The Chernkes baing the only ong
of the party who sither spoke or understond Spanish, in response 1o inguines,
informed ihe Lugos haf there were only three indians engaged in driving off the
herd, and that they (the party) never suspected thaf they wems other then vaguenas
fegifimately engaged. The Luga party prassed on, cvertook he raders at the Poinf
of Rocks on the Mojave, and at once, and withou! counting moses, chaned hem,
amnd to their intense chagrn and astorishment found the party o consist of some
tweanty warrcrs, instead of three, A farce conflict ensved, hand fa Rand, in which
three of the Lugo parly were kifted, and several Inchans were made o kiss the
deser sands. Fortunately the Lugas, armed with Coff revohvers, achieved a
spfendid victory aver the Indians and recovered the entire herd. O their tnumphal
refurrl with the gory scalps of ihair enermies dangling at thew saddie-bows, Hhey
found the same small party yvet i the same camp, when the chief Lugo demanded
of the Cherokee why he had decaived them about the number of the indians . The
Cherskee repfied ihal he was anxious fo see them recover their stock, and was
afraidd fo fell the truth, knowing that they would be toa cowardly to foflow a party of
Indians respectable in numbers. This brought on words, which ended in the Lugo
shooling the Chermkee dead o the spot. A shorf, sharp and decsive confict then
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ensued, which resuffed in the Americans being enlirely wiped oud, and fisnce the
prosecution against the Ligos and the alternpled assassination of the Dstrct
Atforney, Benjamin Hayes. The Lugos were finally tied and acquited, the pioneer
fawyer (Brent) who defended therm receiving, as the writer has been infarmed,
320 000 for his fea—sursly a fair legal starler in a small frantier town,
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