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IDAHO ORAL HISTORY CENTER
TDAHO STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

450 M. Fomrith 5t cffiae houra: ©:90-5:00, Honday-Friday
Bolawm, Idahs #3702 public hours: ¥:00-5:00, Tussday-Saknrday
208-334-3243

20d-334-31498 ~ fax

what are cral hixtory intmruiews?

orel Eistary interviews are Lope-pecorded (both audia and videol intezviewa
wilh gmdivideals who hawve firat-hand knowledge about 3 wvariccy of topics.  Same
‘pkorviews are baagroanhieal, Tkac 12, about an fpdividual's owo Zifc.  Others
seeacers “he harrater's=s knowledge about s specific topic ar swvent aod are afcen
lamwikced to wery short time span.

How long has orel hiatory bbb in &Xiabtancs?

“he= prac=ice QF ke=ilino a =tory, rather tioan writing 2t has, of cour=e, beer
around for “heousganca cf years. Oral history, as a discipline, has =nly been in
exigTtence sirce the late 12405 and the development of the flape recaoecdar.

How oAt oral histoery bapemfit gensalogy researchy

Orel kistary collectioks are oitften swer_ooked In genealogical zesearch-
HowaveI, 4 researchor might find an cral hislary Lloterview With a relative that
au.d glwve Fascanating and lmportant details about that poeson's life ard
artivitlies. Lo keep lh mind that oral histery 15 only useful in dooementing
evants and zndiwviduals fromw Th= lasi hall of ke nineteentn centoery te the
presenb .

¥hat is¥ the Idahs Oral History Cantar and whak doas it have in ita =sollackion?

~hke Zdaho 2ral Histoery Cenler (TOAC| bas beetn a program of the Idahs State
Historical Sacieby sipecs 1073, It geuew out of oral hiscory prodoechs whioch wers
undertaken i1n the 13702 by the Zdsihe Histeraical buxiliary and bhe Teho
EBicertennial Commission. The [DEC concinues oo oonduocl oca: Histary lhterviswe
Lo o8 warasly sF Tdahs taopices and alao gerves as a oentra: repository for ool
higtory profects in the atate. Today, the colleocerion inclades ibterylews with
some X, 000 lpdividuals,

Mcat lnterviews 1l Che 080 caollec-ieon deal with a apecific toplc o WeIC
canduc-ed for a apecial proeckt, 3uch as! Boise Walley pioneers. lifs 13 Letak
County pricr to World War IZ, Civilian Conservabicon Darps sspesrisanies,
rechas]ovakiar culluce i bhie Behl-Caslleford area, Atrican-Bmericans in
Souckesat I[daho, eyewlitneasea tz the Teton Dam disasktor, ranching o Cnwyhee
Caunty, and Terton Valley picneers, just te pame a few.

How can I lemarn mors about oral histary aclleaotiona?

The I[OEC recgntly prodoced i Direccory of Orxal History Collections in Idaheo,
avallakle from the addresz listed abowve for 26,00, plus 52,00
shipping/handling, (Idaho rosidentcs mest add 5% zales Tax. ) The I0HS
copllection is alse liste=d an WIM Laserfal, a computer cataloguing databkaga
avaliable ak wmiver H00 libxaries in the northwestern Uniteod States.  dpoesoar
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interview 15 _ocalbed within Lhe TOHC collection, ceseacchers <an work with
thelr local pubilic library ta regqueskt Lhe interview (Cape oc cramecript, if
availabkle' bhraugn Inter-Library Loan (ILL) sarvicesd. (Feseatchers do nesd Lo
be swar= Lhat the 10HD 13 one of f=w repositaries tnat makes Llta oral hyszozy
col_coblen available through LLL.O

oral histocy collections can be foupd at many cther locaticns, 1:aclading shate
and leeal historical sccletics, mu2eums, public and privale libraries, aond
zolleges and upiveralties. Many of these repositories have catalogued their
oral mistary cocllactior 2h a reglopal computer databage and sthers have
paziished or in-hpuse guides to help the researcher find speciltilc informabtion.

For gencras ihtormatieon abwut oral history in the Uniled States, an axcelent
couror of iuformaticn is Lhe £ral Hiskory Aseociation, P.. Box 97732, Bayler
University, Waco, Texas JeT3E-7234.

Fepe TTRL: ktlp:howne rmoi netdvingstoralbist.him
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