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It is the belief of historians thol the fret humans chdered whol woold hoeome Fevods wround E1AM0 (o 13,00 vears agn.
Iislorians however, hive nol detenmined when fe (el Western Shaahont Indisms epiered this anea

1be language of the Shoshoni Indians com ol be historically definet. I bas been written thad the lmguage is & mistom: of
Sluslon und Comanchie while being wfluenced by their movement thiough the Greal Hasin, Placcat ot Fluns arcas of
what watibd become the [nited States of Americe. The Sheshimi lndims called themaelves “HMEWE" which means * [he
Paople®. Afier the armival of fhe while man {Taibe), the word "NEWE" was carnamding w meun alt Native Anerissns, oot jost
the Shoshoni Tndioms.

There s no acluel recorded history of the Western Shoshoni Toisms. Liverything was passad down from the elders [oe
generutions. The first recorded hisory of the Shoston? Indisn s contact with (be white man was in [827 when lededish Smifl,
madc gl end releyed thia iofommution 1o Meriweather Cluk of Lewa and Clark farme,

The Weslern Shoahonis ey o oomudic peoplc whese prey of mEvel COCCHNPEASES b oapar portion of the western Uniled
States. This anea eovered parts of modern Juy Monotana, [daho, Titgh, Aricons and Nevads The Shoshoni Indians expandid
lhewr arez of trave! foom Lhe Great Basin to the Plains inlo what is curment dwy Wryoming and Colarad sa eyrly ws the 15007
In Mevada, this sres sovered the caztem halfof the slule rom approsimacely present dey Winnemuesa.

The: Ciread Fasin s w very harsh arca to live jn Food, waler and materials for shelier were always i demuod wmd noc easy ta
find. Recause of s environneeat, the Wesiern Shoshont Thdians were known by many different Tames. Some of flkese names
umnd Lbe: Incdzam tribes psociated with them are Juakes (WMandan, Cwnaha, Podes wml Teton [akeota), Ratilespobkes (A tdna and
Témbivn Dekota), Grass Lidpes (Crow and Hidatsg), Groass House FPeople (Kwvwa) vumd People Who Tlac Grass or DBark for
Thewr Lontges (E-wu-ha-wu-au) (A rapabe),

The Slwshen: Indiang did ned avyuire the use of horses uatlk somedime in the 7K T Tomses probabdy wee the single moat
unpsrtant change fosr the Hheshont Indians that affected teir lifesyle. Tt gave them prealer mobility and allowed 1hem to burt
larger game. Horaes also ereated 4 suciul differoncs between different Factions of the Shoshoni Indians, Shoshoni Thdiemns Ll
bed borses were calks] Shoshonl Sbahani Tndians thut did not have horass were grlked Shoshoko and weee i Lo have
eaten grazshopyers. To Bhoshom Indians, fighting with other Indian tribes was a way of e, hur sfier lorses cume e ther
vl camrenl, most ighting was centered oo stealing &z many horses 85 you cowld frov the olber ks,

The Shoshoni Tidisms wene not arraid to fight, lut ey tended i say ¢lenr of the Pocatsllo and Crow Tndims who were their
floree enemeea. Hecanse of el wundering namre, they did ol scquire very many permueni belongings. They lived dav to
doy and uscd whes nalure provided to teser Lheir needa. As witl s Inbans, the Westcrn Shenbomi's look fom the
eovieanmeod 4mly what they noeded for existence. Harly o wir muin diet congigied of pland rooly, piae nws and berres. This
diet wres supplemented with rubbit mest when the npporiunily presented itaclf, Later (heir diet incinded atitelopes, dheer, £lk
mnd even huffaly depending oo what ance tey were iraveling through at the lime.

‘Their clothing wies dicluted by the envintnl theough which they traveled In summer. the nonnal clothng for moles was
just & braechelalh and the femaos wiore w double apron. Tn the winlerlime their clothing fire consisled of garments made of
ralhil skan, tut when they sarted kalng Larger ganie for food, these hides wore also used [or proteetion fron the elements,

Religion within the Western Shoshond Tidioms, Like with moat Tndianes, was dependent upon the spinit (mugna), ghost {ranap)
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and the Sun Cape] whiel was called the Oreat Spunr Thev also believed o trunsmiprubion aod practiced sutteeism. [he
Medicine ben was the spiniuel leader whe was said 10 be the propher and posacas apecial osrers.

Flijah M. {(Mick) Wilsm wos a young Mormmon o whe rm owasy from his famaly for bvo vears and lived with the Shoshoni
tndian=. He hved with & band of the Shoshoni mdians whoss chicf was Washakie. Wick gavoe the white man greal imaghl mie
et Jday-today Wle of lhe Shochon iediuns wier be rturned to his family. Mick learped to speak (roswils (Gosh-Uts) from an
Indivn tnend on hia tamily s farm which made lcarming the Shoshoni Janguage an casicr cagk.

Horges were not plentiful during tias tme, which s have acesunied frr Wick s version of dhe Bhashoni Indipics imoting
technigues When hunimg woiekope ey would circle be bend md then bey would 1ake turns runnmy a0 the antelope which
mede them run until they were vred and bad to stap. Then they woanld b killod with aroees. Thear way of killing baffabe wos
m.lﬁl'l betiind demo wod cul ther tepdons s they couldot run away. Then they would kil them by shooting them in the neck
ML MO

While ving with the Shoshend Indinos, Mick killed many buffule, aotelope, elk und deer, but they were afraid 1o v and kill
bears. Duniayr the trneframe (1850°s) that Mick Lived with the Shoshoni lodians, they treveled o Salt Take City to cade their
furs for tems that woutld elp cheta tiske o duough the longh wioters o (e Grewd Besan,

Flyah . Mk} Wiisun was abso v very imporiuol perd of bhe Pogy Lospresss becunse of bis vusl koo ledys of the Indiuns thal
populaned (e ureas that the Fooy Express oders bod 1w oross. He died 1o 1915 0 Wilson, Wyomung (Mamed for bumb at the
age of 73

Sacajewca, & Ahoshani Tidiay hecagie / very wipormenl port of Uwe hislory of the Weslern Umled Siates, She was the wife of
Fremih-Canadien Toussaind Charbonoesy who wes the gusde for 1ewis and Clark’s Kxpodition. Sho was instrumental to the
stcrss of this expeditiva [or besides acting as 1heir inlespreter, she alss knew what vegetation was eatable along their route.
Sacapawce wWas & compassionale porson wWha also acrved ag a murse for the memberes of the cepedition,

It ia writtcn thal Sacdjamca was peahahly Kidnappod et an cacly age by the Hidatras Tndians and howghe fromn chere Ty
Chorbonnesay Duning Use Lewis and Clmk Fxpesdifion, ey socounlered some Shoshome Indiuns of which ooe, Comechwail,
happened to be Racajaaca’s brother. Sacajawca was very happy to sec her family again, crogh though foar g showt poraod of
Tine. There wre conliclhng sueounls of whelber Suwauwes died m Soulk Dekika @ 1812 or if she desd @ 1844 und was
turied in & Shoshoni cometery. Historians lost track of Sacajawea atter the .owis and Clark Fxpodition which accomwts, for

this discrepimey.

With the coming of the tirst while men, the Shoshoni Indians had no ides that their frocdam to roam the countreside and ehe
wey af Jife us (hey knew 11 would seon disappeur. The Shosghoni Indns sipned a reuly oo Aupust 7, 1455 o good tath, bat
the 115 (rewermanent sefilsed oo ealify the teary because i1 wns Felt dhat Gacland Thor, whe was e Dediam Agend oversteppusd
s authurty m ofTernmg the Shoshont Iodiuns e rewty . 1 did pol (ke the Shoshont ndims long 1o ealize thal words oo e
ireely docurnent did oot have eny meaning to the white man.

‘Thev also realmed that thoy might win a bamie, bt they would never win the war hecauas thore wers too neamy whire fren
and they eonthd e defeat e all. The gexr tready ws symel in 1563, The meon eomient of (s ineuty eocompassed the nght
of Lhe white man to crosa over Shoshom Indian lend without hoing attacked of Tasing any of thoo propecty to theft. The
Shozhemi Indians, as alneosi all Todiats iribes, sipoed thes treulios with ull intentions of abiding by them. The shite man on
the olher hand, broke most eabes before the ink bad dried

Tt did nwot tekoe Jong after the Treaty of 1833 wos spmesd lor the white mum v start seitling oo the Sheshoni Indaun ‘s Jund. The
suthonbes retusged to enforce the westy which only madc thing worse for the Tndians. When Movada hoesinc a slate, things
ooly got worze for the SEhoshoni Tndianz. Compared oo the arca of lend that the Slhoshenai Thdians osed tn foam acmess the
amountl of Jand that chey wore allowed after Novads hooame & State was & travesty.

Tha Groahuite Tediat Reservationn m forth eentral Mevmds was crepled 1o 1914, Io 15938 1his mesrvwlion coneasled of 117 001
acres. Tlete were also [wo amens eslobbshed o the Fiy aree in 193], Oos area congisted of 1001 acres and the scennd
conmsled of %0 acrea. These rvo arean catshlishod what o called today the Ely Colmy Since uf besst 1951, the Sheshomi
Indiams buve been in bagalon with (be United States Goverment 10 retrieve some of their land taben from them after the
Treary of 1863,

Axthor's Fersonal Reflection: Srowimg up in Nortk Dekota and seeing how
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the Indiors in thal ared were tredted witer the 18705, the Hatern Shoskon!
fadBans in Newads were treated che samne. Through greed, Dniled Starer
Govarnment comemiled Fie rome rovestier apainat off Tndion b wilkou!

direpard to their custome and faiths
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