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TREGTEIATIVE HEAKING O H.R. HHE, TO PROVFITE FOR THF ST BuHD
DTSTHLIAUTION OF THE FI™MDE MHARTED T THE HESTERN SHOSHOWE IDTNTIFLABLE
GROOE THDFER THDZAW CLAIME COMMISSION DKHET WWMBERS 326-R-—1, 3249-A-3,
ANL 326K, AND FOR QTESR PUREOSES. * WESTEFRN SHOSHONE CLATHS
DISGTRTRUTION ACT:"" AMD A_K. 1409, TO PROVITE FOB A FEDERSL —aWD
EXCHEWEE FOR TTE ENVIRCKHMEN1AL, BDUCATIONAL, AND CTOTTTEAL SSMEFIT AF
THE AMER1CAN FITELIS AND THE RASTEEN BAWD OF CHUS0KEE KOIANHS, MTD FOR
OTHER PIJIRPOSES. " “eaatern bated af clwroker indians land exchange act of
2003 "

Wadnesday, June “H, 2LCH
V.5. Houae of SepresentATivVes
Cofmmr ttes rn Ressurces

Fashipgton, L

Thr: Committes met, pursuant to boldge, st 30:3% a,m,, in
r2em 1324, Loogworlh Aouso Office Building, Hon. Richard W
Ecobw: (Chairman of the Comeictee| presiding.

Eresent: Represenlel.iwes Pombo, Duncan, Jcocnes, Sibbone,
Hayworth, Fildes, Faleomavaega, Falloke, Choistensen, Insler,
Mapclizano, Tom TUgall, Sordallc, and Baca.

STATFMENRT 0Of THE HGMN, RICHARD W. =(BE(, i REPRESRHTATIVES 14
CORCRESS FROM THE STATE O CALIFCRYMLA

The Chairman. The Committes wlll rome Lo asder,

The Commilien 5 meeting today o hear testimcny on E 5.
2409, a Eill fe prowrzae fob Federal land eschangs for the
enviranmentel, pduocotional, and culmural beretlt at the
Am-ican puclic and the Easlez:n Oend of Sherokeo Tndians: and
H.%. 884, ta rrovide for the use and diatribution af Zhe fokds
owarded to the Western Shoshone identiflable group under the
Tudian Claies Commigalon Docket Hoambers 126-R-1, 356-0-3, ard
SZE-K.

Undzr Rule 4% ol 1lhe Commitbes tules, any oral cpening
HStabements a2t hearings are limdted oo The Chairman apd Bankine
Minoeify Member., This w2il allow us to5 hear from oub Wlthesses
gooner and nely menbers keep to thei: schednles. Therefore, if
olng:r membere have etatements, Lhusy oan be ioclygdesd in the
heazlng cecard undeor unapimows conesnt.

Today"s hearing concerne two pills alfecliog lwa groups of
Hative Americans. They are A,R, 14008, sponsored by Congressman
Charles Taylor of Norch Carclira, and H.R. HHA by Ene Viee
Chairman of the Commitle:, Jim Sikbbons of Hevoda,

Nk, 14408 progides a tand eXchangse beTeeern Lhe Hational
Fark 3ezvice and the Eastern Bard of Cherckee lrdians whoze
toEeIvation is lacacsd Ln weslers Marth Carslina, The purpoae
ul Ere lungd swap is boc facilitate the cocnenruchion of a uew
scaool badly asaded 1y Lhe Choerokee people. Under the
legizlation, the Eastexn Bahd wodld give Lthe American muklic
Rigr-walue, priskine land aizsng the lu= Fidge Parlway in
exchange for lower-wsilune land called btha RavensCood Loach,
whick 12 adiacesl. ba Lhe Cherokee Reservacizn called the fualla

ttpttwmree mashingroracchd o org‘public lande testdocument
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Boundary. The Ravenslocd Leact would be bBeld in trusl sod added
to the regerwvatioch. The awmint of lamud fil:a Basterh Band
avquires i5 only 142 acres, Sut it has attractive features
]]'l.a.'I.:.I'l.g' At o 2denl Tor locaking 2 new schonl, The witnessoxr From
thr Eosternm Banc will explain che need for 2 new achool and why
thia ZracT ie m logical sile Fer i1

Tt should olso be noted that the Hawversford cract was
AuppsEed Tt be conveyed Lo Lhe Fasleeon Band in Lhe 179405 o5
patt 2f o deal whick enabled che coratroction of the BElue Tddye
Pariway lLhrpugh bhocirc resecwvazion. This tract is port of the
ancestral homelard of the Cheroler penple, bbb the Jooocess,
L ng known reasorn, decided to delete thisg part of the deal
after 1T wes sgrond bto, That was wrong, acd I am puzzled why
anyane today wounled ceject Bhe moral righl of Lhe Cherpkee Lo
ceacquire their apcestral land thromgh an exchange whick adds
MmSre waslue to the MWMal.iomal Park Systom,

Tnder +thia bill, tke Fark Jervice will add Z!'B acrea of
p—IiEti]lE Land to Lhe Blge Ridgr Farkway, Many oF the ncarchy
iands ate bkeing developed. Adding thia parecel to the parkway
wonld Preserdye 4 priildioe view Frocm ap owerloow on the moad, T
think Comgresaman Taylor has wrltten ar vutstanding kill that
Wiil benetil the American public which szes the Blue FRidge
Farkway and the Easters Basnd ol Cherpkecs: who neesd 8 now scheol
Yor future Zeader:s of the lndian country, Morth Carelina, and
the Tiniled Stotes of America.

The Chalrmwo. The secood pill which is the subject of this
hgaring ia H. K. 8934, gporsared by the gehtlemsn from Wetada and
the Vice Chuicman of the Commitzee. Phis bill provides for the
distributicn of more thas 190 mli.ion 1l bl Wastern Shosios
Eectaf. This is moncy which was awarded to toe Indian Claims
Commiggion oweI two decades age o Weslern Shoshane people who
2cught. compensation for a taking of their aboriginat lacds in
fevada, cCallfsrnaa, Idakno, and Tah, The belk ol Lhis ponoy,
okl million, woula be distributed on a per ceaplba Rhare hasis
—o the Western Shoshone of atb least zne-guarter degree blood.
Abmut 52,3 milllom worlld hie wleced in an educational trusk fand
lrzr the bkanefit of the Erhozhone people. The Juddgment fund has
besn sitiing in a treazury account gatherimg interest Sor over
= wears hacduse ey plan for discributing it npas ocwver been
implemecntcd, This simply provides for diatributlson of the
funde. Withcur thip legislalian, owver 5140 millign witl
canlinpc tg be out St reach of the people to whom ic rightfolly
telongs. While -here gre some pogple who corlinus 1o purses Lhe
Shoshone land claim, it is mot righs to hold these funda
hoetage Lo Lhe meanlime,

[The prepared statemett of M. Pombes Tl lows: |

Syntemunl 2F The Boporanle Hichard W, Pombe, Chairman,
Comml thee oo resnaraas, on FILR. 149489 =pd TR, 884

The Comrililes will recoive beoptimony on two pills affecting Matiwve
Arericans. They are H.E. 1408, soonecred by Congrogsman Charles Teyion
of Haxth Carcling, aog H.BE, #8d4, ny ‘he Vice—-Chairman of the Compizsteoco,
Jim Gipoens of Newada.

A.R, 1409 propvrides a lacd exchange between the Watinoal Parx
Service and the Faatern Bakd ot Cheroker Ihdians, whose cesacwanion is
Looated Ln western Werth Carolina. The purpose of che Land swap iz to
focilitate the comatruction of & new school badly needes by Lhae
Cheoorer poople.

Onder the legisiatipn, bthe Bastorn Rand would give the Amorican
puklic high-walue, pristire land along the Elas Ridge Parkway in
exchanges bar lower-value lacd called the " "Ravensford Tract, '™ which a
adjacent ts the Cherckes Oesecvabicn, cailed Fhe Quealle Boucdary, The
Ravensfard Tract woulid be keld in £ruat and added to the Heservatisn.

The am-unt of Zahd the Easte:n Band acgoires le snty 14% acres, but
1r has mtbrective Featurcs making it ideal for loosting 2 cew schooo.
The witneeees frem the Eaatern Sand wili:_ explaln the need tor a new
school and why this tract is the legical site for it.

hiip:rwww, washingloowelchdog orgrpublic lands test'doosment)
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1t shouldd als: be coled Lhat the Ragecrsfand Trarcl was suppsscd to
be zomweyed —o the Kasterm Sand in the 13%40'cs 38 part of a desl whick
anakled The senstrleTlom of the Wl ue Ridge Packkay vhooegs Lheir
RrscTration.

Thiz cract le part ol Fhe ancesics] omelsand o Lhe Cheroiee
peofple, Bur the Congress, for no mown reason, decided to delece thas
rart of the denl allerc it was agrced to. This was wrong, and I'm
ruzzied why anyohe today woold rejecl. The masal righl, pf the Chorpkes
Yr re-acquirc their apcestral landa through =zn exchange wrlch adds more
walue -2 “he Watipngl Park Sysbom,

Under thia bill, tke Park Rervice Will add 2°6E acres of ariswine
land to —he Blue hKidge Markway. Hanv of the nescoy lands are belog
develeped. Adding Lhis parce]l to —he Farkway would preserve a pristine
wigw from an owerlock o the xocad.

I ching Jongressmar Taylar has written an owpcstanding bill <hat
will kenefirt the fmerican pablic which woasz the Blue Ricdoe Pawkway _ o
and the Eastero Baog nf Chorokess who need a new school for fu-ure
traders of ipdian Couktry, HWorbh Serclikva, and Ehe Toaled Zhates of
ATE T D utd -

The eeczid Lill which is the subject of this hearicg iz H.oE. 834,
sponscred by the gentleman from Fewvaita atid Wilos Chalrmaon ol Lheo
Comml Hrpe

Thie Eill provodes Tnce Lhe distribolion of more than 140 million
to the Wegrern Shoahone people. This Ly nooey Lhet wes gwardsd bty the
Indian Clapims Commiszion owver twr decadea ago to Weatern shoshcone
people whe acught compenaatiotn ta: o tRkinyg of bhelr aborciginal lands
in Fewvada, Celifornia, Tdako and Yeab.

“he bulk of thia money--514% =iliilon--wocld oe dlsicibebed an a per
capite share basis to Hestern Shoshome of at least 174 degree olood.
Ehout 53,3 millicn would he placed in oan ediacaliop wroust fund for the
benptlil of the Shoshore people.

Thiz Judgwenl fund has beoon sitting io a Treasury account gathering
intcrest for ower 20 years hacsuse ng plan for disiribytineg it has ewvar
Daden implomenced. this bill simply providea for = dletribatdon &t The
fands .

Without thilis legisiatick, over 53240 millioe will sonlipee o Do Sut
of reach of the peopie to whom it xightfuily belongs. While therse are
some people wWha conlinue o parsme: the Sheskpooe land ciaim, it isn't
tiall. lwa 5old these funcds bostage in the meantime.

The Chelramn. T would like ta now recognize the Hankiog
Mipzrity Mechber, Mr. Hildee, tar sny stelemech fhe opy make,

STATEMENT OF THIE HIN. DALT 5, KILDEE, A BEPRESENTATIWh 1N
CONGFESS FROR THI ZTATE OF MTCHTCRE

My, ¥ildees, Well, thank you wery ouch, Mr. Chairman. I wact
to thazk you for holding fhiz beselog boday oo B RE. LdD2 and
A.®. E281.

H.H. L4039 i3 3 land exchange olll wheich will a2llow the
BEastern Band of Chersker to baild new schools for their
children. L ales want to weleome my friend, Chiet Leon Jooes,
Frincipal Chiof 2f the Easterm Hznd o«f Chercokes Indiana, who 1s
here ts —estliy oo behelf of bhis legisiation.

Cme of the centra’ promides the T [, Sovectmesl mede Do Lbe
Indian Watiang in their treaties was the promise of aducation
for their people. Tlwme aod Lime agein, our Spvrercment has
Tailcd fto liwve up Eo that promias.

Mr . Eha.il.m.&u, I havwwe vrisiled sewcral oF the ribel schoots
in mv zH years here in Congreas, 2nd I can bhonestly ssy that
when the Faderal Gowvecnmend. has ran thoseo schnopls, they have
nat, slways done a wery good 3ob, I hawve wialted schoole chat a
tederal juddge would ol iet dsn kesp prisoners io, Aes s maller
al Teck, we had te destroy a Jail in Flint, Michigsn, kecaunase
the Federal Judge 2wid il wasz unfit for human babitation, and
Lhal, jail was in better ahape tiran some of fthe Indian schools T
haws wvlalbed.

5 of BB W20 8.4,
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Do koo Federal Zowermment has net done a good jok. This
ratlon, tone Chercxes Mabkioi, Wanbs toe bald achools for thedr
children, amd L think we should work with them.

- 1 waAccEpTAbl e Lhal we do nol crcoorags Chem by
legislation to do that wkich they cheoae to do under their
sovercignty. In my vears of elecktiwve office, 1 have enjoyesd the
suppart. at Lhe environmental communily Por omy commibzent Lo
profacting our Hation'a precicous rescurces. That i=s aocmething
ol which I aE wery proud. Ir fack, L wrote the law sstoblizshing
e Of Ehe larges), Federal wilderness areas easlh ol Lhe
Mississiprpl Hiver. 1 have aleo drafred laws protecting soms of
our Hatlen'e eeet threatatsd wild and ecende riwvers. - hawve ek
ajide & thousand miies of rivers in Michigan as wild ong scsnic
rivere . And T Enow Lhal soms ofl oy kvl cprupanbal trlehds oppross
this logislotion and feel that no 2and ahould ever be exchanged
from vhe Hational Park Zervice, Bul in this instance,. T mesk
disaogree. We have macde cumltrente to thas trloe, thoe
sovereign oation, and we should reep that commitment.

Cuir Fazty remains indispwtanle in this cass, Bofcre thoeco
watc a park oo the Ravenatord Lract, fheil lakd belonged to the
sovereign Cherckes Watiorn, and cthouszanta of Cherokee people
Ware torsibly rempved Jcom Ehis lond durice the infamsus Trail
=f Tearz, which, in my wiew, 1z coe of the most sha=meful acts
lo owar voennlry®s hislory,

Mr. Chalrman, 1 scpport thiz legislation becsuae 1 beliews
1o wili give hack tn the bribne what was troditiconally theirs
and unite their reserwvatlon whish has sigelilcans cn-tueral and
hisloric meraning to the Cherchese people. 1 have geen pictares
cf this fewd, and T am convipoed thet the land cxchanme will
noc endanger —he integrity ot thle pRrk. Bz o marter of facl, T
think “ha parx will be ennancad by thia exchange.

I npdersiand Lhat bk brike hos agroeed to oxchange some
cther waluakle property that was ldehtified by the Wational
Par: Seprwice, ang this i= a wery reasonable approech. And when
we find rhis twpe of reasnodahle Aapprosch, T Rhink Songress
shoapld giwe its Imprimatur to chaot.

MI. Chairman, - alam would Llke fo speak oo H R, 484, 2
Lili which would provide for the nae and discribution of funds
awarded The Westecon Shnsthoas Tndians gndoer & 1973 gl irng ay :hr
Tndian Claima Commizaion. The award, whicr todey locludes awar
2130 miltion, 1s compensation for what iz called on
encrcachment by fthe Teifed Staces onln Beslern Sheshuobe
ancescral lande. Comaidering the rlchea iv mouch sf the land, I
e poec thine anyone cosld characterize this a= a gobd deal for
the Westari Shessbiones. Gral, ib owas whal wus lilkiguatrd anrd
decarrined —¢ ke fegal. Digputes and disagresment ameng the
Wasbaxn Shecshone and bBeelws=n Lhe ands i Lie Tnite:d Shabes liss
#epT The msnies from belng discributed. Congress haa also
C].EE.I].'!' playedl o pacl. iz Jalding wp Lhe disb-itodion ol | hess
judgment awarda.

I have served oo bhis Committes now for owvsr two decades,
and during this Lime several proposgls bawve agen sobani Lhecd
rroviding for distribotion af cheae tunds. We have aeser
everyihing from a total straight per capita payment to sewveral
funds being set up foo speciFic purposes, Lo oroposals wilh
owelly generoud attorveyst fees stfached. Zach proposal came
With a promise of wide support chrooughoot the Western Skoshono.
Eni each propoaal falled £s ke epacted becausze ultimately not
oyl meanbers werse comloel ahie with Lke proawvisiions and CBhe
support behind them.

Hahy Western Shosbosme Tndians wanl, Llhiese pwards distoibonesd
ard are frastrated with the delav. They want o receiwe the
funds a0 They cac pay o JTow Bills and move ants Lheiec lives,
Howevwer, £or many other Mestern Shoshone Indlana, no mowetary
compeznsation can satisfy their hope for the return of some of
the Weatern Shoshoos aacesbral Sands.

Many on thizs side of the izaue beliewve that occepting tha
awprds moriey wioeld be supperting Lhoe Foderal asCions Lhal. Lok
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Their land, Teday, we are again faced with & propoaai: o
distributa judgment. awacd Tunds o the Hestern Shoshone
Trdigns., I lock forwars to Rearlng Crom purc wiktnesscs and
learning metre absut the activitise which have broavght ue up Lo
“hiz molns.

I wanc —¢ chank yol, Mr. Chalrman, o brisging this hill
wx Idiz » hepting ot this time. Becanaes of the long and acmewhat
curultuous hisTory, I beliewve wo sust move carefully and
telitwermbcly on this bill. Sringing the bkill op dorloag Lhe
First =zession giwvea ue tile fo skode Lthe sgsoc and fol oy
understeand ity ramifications,

Again, Mr. Chairman, T lLzank you for the time.

|Tre prepazed atatements of M: . Eildee 2l low:|

Statement -f The Hotorable TDale ¥ildero, 2 Fepresentitive i Congzeas
froo the Htate of Michigan, oo B.R. BE4

M5, CHATFMANW, THANWE ¥4I FOR HOLDIFNG THIS HEARRIMG TODAY OGN 2. K. BE4,
A BTLT. HATUH HOULL BEROYVIDE FOR THE OSE AND DISTRIBITION 97 FIMDZ
AWARTIED T THE WESTERN SHOSHUNF THLIAMS UHDER & 1379 RULLHE BY THAE
IWDIAN CTATME COMMLISSLON. THE AMATRT, WHICTH T0ORY IWCLIDER OWER 3130
MILLIGH, IS COMPENSATION FOR WERT Ta& CARLUED AN O ENCROACHMERT'' 5T THE
DHITED STRTERS OHTS WESTEHN SHOSHCHNE AMCESTREAL LANDS

CHIZIDERING TNE RTIHRS W MUCE OF THE LedD, [ LON™L LHIME LHYCHE
WOOTT CEARLCTERLIEE THIS AS A GROD LRAL FOR TTIE HREATRREN SHOSHONE 30T LT
1& WART Wh: TITICATED AND DETEEMINST TS BHE LEGAL.

LEPOTEE ANT DISKMGREEMENTS AMOMG THE WESTEHRK ZECOSHOME AND EETHEEN
TEE BRNDS AME THE UMITED STATES RS XEPT TTR XOWTFRS FROM BEINS
DIETRIBLTRD, COHGRISS HAY ALED DLEARLY FLRYEL A PART IN HOLDINSG TP TYR
LiSTRZBUTIOR GF THRIFR JUNCMENT EMWAENE,

T'NE SEHVED O THLS COMMITTEE FOR OWRR TWO DECADRE BMT MITRING THLs
TIME SEVEAAL PROPLCGAT.E HAVE BEEN zUBMLLTTEDR BROVEIDING FOF CLSTRIEOTICH
OF THESE glHLE. wWE'WE JEEM EVERYTHIWG F=id A TOTAT STRATCHT FER CGREITA
PAYHENT, Ti) ERVERAT, FUOWNTS BELHSE HET UL FOB SEEC-2T1Z PORDCSES, ~0
TMROPOSALE WATH OWESRLY GEWEROOR ATTORMEY':E FRERES ATTRCERT:, BACH ZROPOZAL
TRME WINT TTIF. PROMISZ OF WlDE SUSFDEL THRCUGHOUT THE HESTERW SEHISTOHER,

THZ EA”H PECPOSARL TATLED T BE EMACTEL: BECAUSE UDLTIHaTEEX WOT
THOGCH MEMBERE WERE COMEPORTABLE WITIE TAR PROVTSTONS AMTI THE SUZ30RT
BEHIND TTEMH.

MAWY WESTEBRN SHOQEHECHFE THNDTANS WANT TEISE AWARDS DLIZTSIHUTED AKO ARS
FRISTEATED w_.TH THE LILAY . THEY WANT TG R2RCEIVE TTE FUMLS 5O THEY CARH
Enr A FEW BILLS AMI RHOWE O WITH THEIR LIVES.

HOWEVET., FOH MAMNY OTHER WESTEBRN SHOUSSONL INDLANY, NC MONETARRY
COMEENSATTON CAN 58115PY THELR HOSE FOR THE RETURN JOF 2CME OF THE
WESUTERN SHOSHOME AHCESTRAL TANMDS, MANT OM THETS STRE OF THE ISSUE
BELTEVE THAT AILEZTINS 18D AWARE MONZES WOULD HE SUFROARTING THE FEOEAAL
ATTIOHI THAT TOOE THETE TAHL,

TODAY WE AHE AGAIN FALOED WITH A PREGPOGML TO DIGRTRIBIITE TIDGHRNT
AWRRD FONTG T THE WoSTERHN SHOSHOHE 1NOD1ANS, L D00 TORWART TO HEARING
FRO: QOUR WITHNESSES AWND LEARMTHG MORF ARCUT THE ACTIVITIES WYIcH HAVE
BROUGHT U.5. TO TH1E I'"CIMT.

= WANT TN THRNE CEAITMAN BOMBO 20H BELNGING THLS BE1LL UP FOR A
HEAHZINE AT THES TIME.

BECAUSE QB THE LOWG MHLE SOMEWHART TIUMULTIICETS HISTORY, T SRELIRWE WR
FUST BOWE CARFFULLY RMD DELIHERATIVELY O TELS LEGISLATICN. BRIMEING
THE HILL UE DURING THE FIRST SESGION GIVRS U.5. TIME 0 STUDY TNE TS5TUE
AL FULLY UNLDEDRGTAND ITE BERMITTCATTONS,

THEMK ",

Statenent sf The Howorable Dela E. Kolcdees, g Benzescntalive ip Songross
from the 5tate of Michigan, on H.B. Z4ls

BR. CHAL!HMANW, I WAHT T2 THANE YOO TOR BECLLING THIR HEARING TODAT ON
H.E. 2409, A TAND EMIHAMNGE ®1LL WHICH ®WilLL ALLOW THE EAETEEM HAML OF
CHERBOEEE 13 BUL:L WEW SCHOOLS FOR THEID CHILDZEW. I ALGD WBMNT To
WELDOME WY FRTEN[D, CHIETD LEVH JUNES, PHINDIPAL CHIEER O THE ZBSTERH
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Bann CF CHERGHEE INDIANG, WHO Ii HERE TO TEETIFY O HEHALY OF U'HLS
LEGISLATION.

CHNE CGF THE CENTRAL ZRIMISES THE 1.5, SUVERNMEMT MADE T THR THOLTAN
WATICNS IH THELIR TREATAEE WAS THAE FROWMESCE OF EDOCATION FOR THIELE
BEEOPLE, TIME AND TIME AGeIM, OO GOCERNMENT HAZ FATIEDR TI TTVE 0OF TO
THAT FFOMISE.

ME. CHATEMAM, I HAVE WVISITEL SEVERAL OF THE TRTRAL SIHOROLE TH MY 24
YEARS I'N COHGRESS, AND - CAR DOMNESTLY SAY THAT SO MANY OF THOZSE 3CHOOLS
WERE TM Z0CH DISREEFALER THRT A JULBZE WOULLN'T ALT.CW CRTMTHATS ToO STAY TR
THEM .

THIS 15 THE KiWD OF EWYIRCHMENT N WHICH MAONY OF DUE LMLoY
CHIZDREN WAVE REEM FORCED To: TLEAEM.

THAT I3 WTWMACCE®TABLE. THROIGH THIR LEGISLATION WE CAM SEILF THE
BEASTERM HANL Ob CHEHDEEE MOVE FUEWARD W1TH LUS COMMLUDEERT [0 ELCATE
IT3 CNTTL.T'REW,

I3 MY YEAPS OF LLEOTED GTTTCOE, T TIAWVE EMTOGYED THE STFPPORT OT TTIE
PR TRCHMENTAL COMMUIEITT FOR MY COMMIVRER) 10 PROTECTING COE HATION'S
ERECICAIS PFEROOECES. TIAT I& SECMETIING b WRICH I AM VERY PROOL.

T FACT, [ wWHOIE THE LaW 25TAHLLSHING CHE OF THE LARCEST FEDERAL
WL DEFHESS APEAS BAST QF THE MIASISSC22I BIVER.

I ARVE ALSD DEAFIED LAWS LROTHECZING SOHE GF OUR HATICH'S MOsT
THREATENED WILD AD GCFEHTC ETWRRS. MYV Z0MMTTMENT OF TIE ENVIROHNMENT T
SECOND 'ty HONE .

T KN THAT SOME GF MY ENYLEONMERTAL FRLBENDS DESDSE THLS
LEGLSLATICON AND FREL TaAT HO TAND SHOUT FVLR FE RNCHAMNGED TROM THE
MATLOMAL, PAHE SEHVICE. 30T I8 THIS iHSTAWCE, [ MUST DiSAGHED.

CME FARCT PEMATMS IMDISPUTABIE TH TH1S5 CARSE, BEEORE THERZ HAS & PARE
ON THE RAVEWSEJRD TRRCT, THAT TAWND BELUMCEDL T2 THE SIOVERETCHM CHEROEREE
AT LloN,. AN THOUSARDS CF CAERCEEE FEOPLE WERT FORSIBELY REMOYED EFROM
TAIS LA&ND DURIN: THE IWFRMOIE TRAIL OF TEARES, WIIICH IN MY VIZW, L[5 {LE
OF THE MOST SHAMED DL BCTES LM OUR COUHTETY'S 3L31T0RY.

M. CHAIRMAN, I GUFPPORT THIS LEGTSLATICH DECAISE I BELIEVE IT WILL
GTWE BARZE IO PHE TEISZE WHAT WAS TAADITIMMMALLY THELHS AN UNLLTE THEILL
BESEDVAT JON WITTCH HAES ZTOMTFTCANT ZULTORAT, AMT HTSTORTC MEANTHG ™0 TEE
CHEHOKEE SEOFPLE.

- HAVE SEER PlOTUSES OF THLE LARD AND 1 AM COHVIKCWS THST THIH LANRD
EXCHANGE WTLT. WOUT ENURMGER THE INTEGRITY OF THIS =ARE.

L UNDERSTAND THAT THE TRIEE HAL AGEEED TS EXCHANGE LCHME COTHER
Vel TABRLE FROEFERTY THAY wWAS LDENTLZIED BY I'HE MATLOHAL PASY SERYLCE.
THIG IS5 A REASINARLE BPPROACH To THIS TS50,

L LOOK TORWARD T SRARTHG FIWE THE WITHNESSES TODRY RND MOV ING
PORWMRD OF THTS TROTSTATTON, THAWE MO,

Loy ]

The Chairman. Thank yaou.

T wzuld now like to welcooe our Sirst panel. fansl ons
arcngiess ot Mr. Mike Qlsen, Counselor ko Bhe Assislaol
LZecrertarv for Indlan Affalrs of fthe Department of Interios . He
iy providing testimony on ooch bBiZla today.

Flense gewne up, Delors you sit gowe . wou Torygol,

Witneas awore. |

The Zhairman., Let tha rzezrd ahow he answered in the
aft-rmafowve.

Mchoel, remember that vnder the Committae ules you must
dlmat the oral testimony fo b9 winofes, bubt Che entire Wwritten
slalement will appear in the record.

STATEMENL OF MICHAREL OLSEN, COUMSELOE TO THE ARS1S1ANI
SECRETARY OF INLTMAT AFFATRS, T.3. UEPARTMETT {F TEHE THNTERTOR,
ON H.O. 1490%

Mr. {iset:. OF, Thenk ypou. TF wro: s hear me (OE72

The “hairmarn. Go ahead.

Mo, Qinen, 1, T gppreciatr Lhe oppochunity L prasaanb The
views oI the Jepartment af he Interior on H.R. 140%, [=2 thar
CE Lhal. we skark bhorc? OR, My name is Mike Olsen, T awb &
Lounselor to the as=ziztant Secretary for lodion ASfairs. It L=
wmige Lo be back wikh the Commitlos, owen JF DL o Lhe abher

B af B8 172006 B4,



HE 884, "WERTERN SHOSHONE CT.ATME THSTRIBUTTION ACT,.

% of B8

2lde of this zable all by mysalt.

The Eastern Bond o Coerokee ndian Fcsegrwatinon in loocaled
in wegtern Worth Carodika and 1s home to L2, 500 enrolled
members . The rescrvatior 15 adjacent o bobh Lhe Sreal Gkely
Mountaing Wational Fark znd —he Blue fidge Faryway, wkich are
bih wnder the Surisdiction of the Mational Park Service,

H.oE. 14u% wWoold diresk the Secretary af —he 2nterior b
eexichange wit> the Ezstern Band of Cherokse Indians
aprpet vtz lely 143 gores of (he Sroal Smoky Moynlains Nelicnai
Bark for 218 acres of cxilial -and. Just bta clerify, the 143
sre tract 1s referved to as the bBawensford -—ract: the Z1#
acres fthei, the Lribe wopld b giving :p is relerred ko o as The
tellry Face tracht. The Ravenstord fract Wawld be held in truaz
by the United 5tates for the beneiit of the -ribe, and ths
Tellosy Fave trackt would pe addec to the parkway.

The Deparbmecnt hes pe Shiection bo action by Corocsss on
thia Zeqgialatior. We are, bhowever, moving forward with zn
admiristrative process for evaluation of -he enviroomcnbal
erfota ot Ele aoauassd ewechabge and alteonalaives.

In tke reporkt that accompanied the Department of the
Ieterinor and Pclated Ageonclies Appropriations Aot of 7204, the
Fonae Coqomd thes an Apuraoprighinons capressed suppockh far o Land
exchacge betweer the trlbe and the Park Service ao the trike
o ld phitaic land suitable for o cew schocl complex, The
Commd t1 e iogesdd Bher oooperaliopre nof Lhe Park Secvioe Lo o &psore
the exchange Wwith the triike takes place expediticunsly. The Fark
Sertize beld 4 merics oF inidial scoping oeel.iogy io szl
A0C2, The compilaticn <f the public cocrmenta, svaluaticns, and
appraisals ace canbained inoy Jeall Bnwironmenl.al Tmpach
Ztatemert, which wae avalliakle for puclic revaiew Etarting oo
June 13n and estending throegh dugus- 25th. Acd the Departmert
will wpdate the Corerlfites po Rhe lsuoes raaser it bnls poblic
Covicu,

The Lribe has peen seeking flat land on whick to build a
tew sohonl Tacr gwser 20 years, The Loibe ploans Lo oagSe & porlion
or the Rawversford trac- for the construction of ar educaticmal
rampus. The bill s findings point oukb that over 40 yoars agz,
the fepartwest of Che Inlerioc boilb She exlatiey Chesciee
Elcmerntary Scnool which has a capacicy 2f 280 students. Thre
gchool row rosts 794 students i dllspldated buildinge and
mobile: classrocore at o dongeroas highwoay Zntcorsochkicn in
downtown Charcker, Horth Carmndizs.

Inder the legialation, the lark Service and the tribe would
aiter inka consuliations to dowclop cutuaily aoroccd apon
starndards for sloe, Lmpach, atd design of the educabtloha_
facilities in crder ts mrnimize or micigate any adwverse mpacts
i gukuacal or culturol resources,. The Bark Secvice wauld olsn
Be aubiigeived Lo enior inlo coopeersat i agrecnehbs 0o Rroside
training, managemsnt, and protecticn of the natural and
callural resaurces n the Loeschk, The devwsiopnent af the tract
would be restricted to a road 2nd usility corrido-, ond ap
#dcallional campus and support infrastrucloces.

The legielarion aimply auwtnorizes a iand exchange for a
sile ot a scheooi. The tribe wWwill s5tiil hawe Lo goe Shrongk Lhe
Erooess DeseRSArY Tor usikdg 3TA fonds wknder the aghool cost
share demcmatration prolect or replacement prioriby. in
Aadddlticm, whiie the Park Sercvice will moloally agrer oo The
gtandards for sige, ampact, and deslgn, the tribe will atill
have = follow Bif reguirementes with regard to design and
pranning.

The Ravenafosrd tract 12 rich in kaicdiveregity and in
bhisinrical acliCacls ard Cherokse hislory., The Krlbe's Flaktoric
rregervaticn Dffice, i coneultactien with the Pars Scrvics, the
Gfmle Hisdiorin Pregecvalion OFCine, and a:: iodegendent eXpert
review panel, has developed a cultural resource mitigation wmlan
to ensnre The preservalion of Theses propabtiasg.

Finaily, the lard exchange contemplated in H.E. 1403
proegerlys an crbromely unique situation, The Teparclmcrel dess noel
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