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cxtreme’y _mpnriant oo The Edxler: Jand, we atrive fo-
eMuRl once 0 olf sclocls, toke pride 1% cur Lroditions,
—anguage, wnd hiztory, and we want ocr onild@en 1o bave cha
snehools they rneed 2-d daserve. We only wen:z the beat for cur
choiren. ur childres sced 2 safe, ample sohos) Facility chas
1a more sonduzive to lecining--something we da nel have Cow,
W2 2uiiendly hawe owvar Tad students ecrollad a7 Sherrmkoeo
Eleruntary Schaeo, all of wiich are lumsiioe i~ o2 fa:i;it? bl
for dED. CQuear 33 pereeil. al omr elamentary icsacl siudonts ars
classifled sy " un-housed!'' sladents bBroouse they ibten:i
flengss in modular unils that hewve feph sed. up o- cocpus. This
TumpDer ciees (rgm The Soutkets Associazizn of Oolleges wnci
ceiwoly wzich zzzredlis 1the Cherokes Cantral Srbonl Svszem.
#lzo, amrarding 23 the SouThers Rusocinzion of Tollagss wnd
Setaolz, ozr elessntary school cawpas should zit on LT or moce
acrer nl lazd, The slazenlacy zchool carrently sils on nine.
Thizs Emal: campiz iz lozazed sl Lhe busy incersectacs ol 1.5,

lMiqnwayz 1% akd 441, where =2’ - oos of visiczsrs *o the Grasr
Smcky Mountaina Kalionel Fary caaa &art [IET
Kt unly are the elawmeuiary scheol boildlugs overorowded,

Lhey have senrn Lk offecte of ime. Thm Tozadatizn haa ebifled,
Zausing <alla floore, axd coilinga to crack, allowing Sor tas
fermetion of rust and mold. In sooe ploces, ceiling Ti_ss hewg
disinboeg=ated —2 nothing, o»nosing electrical oa:sidors ard
abmar wgillzies. Jur gymmasizm nas keen cordem—med for
struelarzl reazzns, bl we Zave Lo 2onoinue asing ik,

Chetokes High Schesl Bas similar problema. The schos' iz
GArrently an cupavizy. Farts of Lhe Doiilding bawe been dec_ared
WL for educatlons! purposes, and paris of ke straocure have
beer cosdem-cd, Thage school Facilities zre aimply izadegquazc
Ior the edicelion 2f sur cholinre:n,

But we nave I rosfurcesd and Condacess has the pows: —o
ao_ve This problem. Wich Congrosz' approvel of Thos sxobangs,
Lhe Kasterw Garsed will hewe 3 eu-tablde locertion in whichs o
Lol three cew zezoals, 211 rmart of one walil-geaeralinsegd
edusaziconn i lage,

Weoenviatzn a wtllorzl willage where o colldren cen gain
an uhdleryosnilng of otk cultury, heoritage, lanjquage, atd ouc
hiszzry. They wi.' Tcars tradicicna. ways, o.sloos, _ongudge,
wied pozural historew sleocside the medern coroloslern of schools
thrcughons che Hat-ook. Cur gnildron will attend sches_ -k
rodaxzy., anvircmmentally friesdly fas:.  Lees i on area that is
nart of ourl ancesiral hemeland, cloze oo one brnes, snd more
comdazive to Learnling,

fe are 2 cloge-inct coweenily »nd sor coan and =xzendes
Tamily relaticuships are mportant. Cur canguage is =15
impaoselacl bo preserve that culle.es. Ton this educationzl
village, Crecuaks lanjuage teacters znd e_dier =pecko-5 w' . be
absle |l move from sz-uadents -r ey schecl -2 the —ext. &nd ~_uer
Ftudents will be 231z o ossist in Ene sdusaloon of woamgeor
b,

Sur oarieal teathing methoi 2x lasguags ismersion, and i bas
bren ictroctoed inle the achool eyatewm, lut mannsd roacs 175
In .t opotential ir fsolw nd UZhGDlE. Tre nasiz of zidebmion iy
That xnlugoents Hear =nd sceae nolhing bar Cheraxes Sor mours
E:ch dav. They spoak with _nd Teach wach obher and, thkerefora,

“ruoy akssrb ouar rative language. this —ew thraes -acnonl CAWANY
will allow ds Lo expead the Loceraton progcar sugd Lnercasc Ehe
flueuwy and numbers of niblwve flunguage speakers. Yhis cew
Facy.2t¥ Wizl alsw allow meany Cherokee ztiodenbs whin hawve
eiterer Lhe public achool systes becouse of pocr comditions and
PELCIOWAlng Lhoour setools Lo return. Thess baslis sohaol
ETillrnty CUCTently revcedve vicLually no expossrs te ouE
“onguage amnl wollure wiile 2t sohesl.

Thim Large parcel o lond will alas redodn Lue isolalod
Cherairs comounizy of Big Cove wilh -he rest of thz Cmalla
Bzundzry. Festorlog jurizdictional incedrify of ouc land wiil
serwy nal o Tnly as o3 phosicsl coooeszizn but also 22 2 splralaal
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movr bizat will 21llew The cpmbise Logecher 35 commanitizz of
pespr ey gnd of Lradicional ways.

I Lk lask decade, oorer 202 millicn acres calicoowide hase
beer. placec unde: Lhe prolecction of the Noticocnal Park Seszvice.,
ang we azk only for a3, I0 Lhkis exchrnge takez place, there
Wil ALY b more acres under Park Servlos proleclios, wiih
the 218 we are ofts:lng at Waterrock fnch. we beliewe Ehis
warharne w57 Tair 2nd chat our goals a2:0 izporiancl, a-d s hope
ol Do, tres.

¥Wr agk cueryone hare Today o 2 ppazt. Lhe Sherskee ooorn o,
Rolp ua protact our unigue ideontity, nelp ua -2 enscre kthe
tulvure o2 our onildran and ouxr onaldns @2 s owhz o, Bleoass
support the Aavensfcord lond exchavce 20d de et ailow aar
vherokee childeen Lo e !ofy beohaind,

Thark yoo again for aliowing we Lhe honst £ oppear before

cche prepared sleleomenz of Mr. Blazkenship foll:awe!]
Stalemcnt oF cory 3lsadanship, Eazler: Zend o Sherskoes Tndians

Shairman rombo, Sanking Hamber Rabkall, Mashsos 0 LRe Hoscurces
ConmiTIee all olher membors 2f Tongress, L tos would like Boosxoress oy
Lhanky for Beinmg allowed to sdd-ess Lhis Comminsce Loday,

Z am mn o enrnlled memoor 2f “he Baster: Sand of Sherokes Todiang,
and a student at Castakas Nigh Schoo:, I star-ad my academic zaveer af
Chersier EZementary Echool, and T yraivaled ooy Zhorokee 2igh school
Last menth. Wext vear 1 will actend Morth Caraollna Slale Umiversizoy,
and when I finlsb my wl.celicon, T plon to retzen o my home, my fawo_y,
Ay Fe opecple. 202 wallize, I owili ra’ s my own shildron i ths
cowmani Ly enc dov. A2 a stodent =Y Therokes Zoiaals Tor nearly 13
vaera, I hatve seen Sirsk Sand the dongersis and dilapldated aondlions
1% eraz scheozl sysaTem.

& Chlat Joues haxs alrecady mentizncd, oducatizn 1s extremely
imparlarl Lo the Eastern Bard. We stilve for exsoel lane on oour sohoszls.
tzkz grivs io cur Lrag:tbions, langquage, and bistory--and we warth o
child-cn co have achoolie tiey aeed angd deserwe, Be only want tne ness
for ez anildron. Dur children nsed a safe, ample solel facilily —hoz
iz morz canddocive Lo learrizs, socezhing we do not have now.

W zurrezntly have ower VOO0 sludenss oneotlod at Cherskee wlemancary
Goroul, 211 of which sre houzed in = faco_ oty Bedll Lar $BC. Quor 5%
ol ou¥ elementarv sshool sludoots s@e cloasified as  un-houased!!
shudontzs beczasze they antenr olasses in eduior woits that kave bean
el cp oor campas. Thia nuamber oownes fiosn Lhe Soecliieci e aliios af
iolleqes atd SchoaGly whinh acoredils Chorgser Dn-treal Schools, AlLsc,
accoriziig Lo Lo Zocuthern Associaticn cf Colleges and Snhools, Chesoksws
Elementary SLosld s1% on 17 o more 2cvos of and'' the slementary
Aizhen? curcently =iza on 8. Thoa amall sampals D@ Locabed st Lhe beisw
icteraective of T.5, Highways 12 and 44!, where millicns ~F sazitoss oo
Lz Great Smoky Mcontazns Walinoal Pirke pass cach woer,

Rl o=1ly are cur elementary scancl solld_ngs peerorowdesd, Leoy —Hsee
sesl Toe el lecls of time. “he Soondaticn has sh-fted, cansng wal ls,
Ilcora, and eeiliags o srack allowing f2r —he formaticn 2f ruat axd
meple, IS zome plzcze, zellling files nave disinteyraled Lo noihong,

wwpirding ]locbrical corridsra ard otner wnlilTnoea. CUr gynogsoom an
bEeetr cobtoeted Tar s-ructura’ Todsons, Uz we have to conTimue usisne
1.

Therckee Eigh Schocl hae saomilar poeaiilass. The sehoe] surrently s
at capacily, Perls ofF the bolldiing Zawse oeen decliared anfiz forx
cilizational porposSas Sl pacls !l Lbee o glrugsuer bgwe ooecn congomeed,
Thess soion]l fasilizizs are szmply izadequate Eor tihe eduuatoon ! oooe-
children.

He —avwe the rescurcea, and Tobcrens Las o prlet bo osolae Lkis
problem. Wili Congross™s opprovai of thic a2xchange, the Zzstern Batdd
will kave a scitabhla Lausticn in whick Lo ouitd throe mew sthools all
pacl. af omo malei-Jensrzcticnal, edccatlonsl Fll_age.

We ebvizion & aulhbursi oo fane'! wihers cur children con gazn ac
hcetribardion ol oor culturza, heratace, language aprc our history, Thay
Will leare Leadiliossal ways, customs, languamge, and catiarzsl hiatory
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alungside bne modzon curracolie ol sches’ s thposshous the kation. Jar
chilores will aztzend schosl in modesn, ens_roemeslel )]s Froendly
Jacilities in oen atea thot 1z part of chetr abeezbzal heoelang, cleosa
Lo our bomes andd cenis condecive to learning.

We arc o close-inic commuitaly snd cur o slan asd owtended Tamily
resatonElaps ave imporiant. Lur languoge —a also Ilmpao:cant T proescTws
lhal rn"tyre, 1z thiz educat okl willeges, Sherskoc languagqe teachers
and elder speakers witl be oble to mowse from atedests La one school Lo
Lk nioxt, And older students woz! ber 2l 7o assist with -he edccatblcmn
o the yoenuer onoes,

Lur ideal tzzching zethod o7 " lapquage immerzion”™' haz beer
ictrofticed iz the school avatem, bl csnngt reack its full potectial in
Iaclated scbuonls, The Zosis of zmmersle:s 1s whal sloedensls hesr ocd
speak osthing but Conasoies [oe hours cach day, speak witn zndd teach
each olher, ard therzfore Truly absurb Lhoir native lazgaage. “hia eew
threg-achss! campus will allew u2 to &Xpasd fhe fanersion no2gram and
increage The T_ouecoy @nd puckers of pative language speskess. This neow
taz-_ivy wi™" oizo allow cany Cherskes zlodentki--whs have cotered the
put” ‘o schrol avetew bocsass ol posr conditions and overcrowding o owec
gthzo_w--12 roturn, Thess zuslic aschoold 2bodeunts cureenlly sospise
virtually no espoxiee Lo our langquage and calcuze ar ackool.

Jur Ccdoncatiomal villaget' well ke s latge partecl of land, Cooa
sofe Zzcatioh balfercd from Zojor hoghways. IR WLl be o beout (Ful
Mo’ =ity designed Wibs salury, We will be abls -z Zock oot an Lhe
Tnlaing and forests thit we auw o oparl of, 2nd chat are a part o us.
Natural stwdy accas ic the forset will surroond bBhis campes, where Sur
children wili learn the sciewbific and boological Fate~up of ot
Aagtulre]l hooelang.

Tuis large portoel of land will a-ss re'oiz L isslated C-arckee
comme=ity of Bly Cowve wilk Lie -est 2F the gualla dzcundarv. Bestoxlug
Jorisdietionsl inweqrity of oz land will aerwe 2ab ClOlY 45 4 9nysioal
eanmocticn, DUt alas as o4 spirituzl onc that will allsw the comizng
tofetier al communizies, o peoole and AL trandilional wdys,

nothe Lash cleeaehy, perer 3,522,000 acres matioawlde hawve bess
Zlaced soder Che protectict: ol Lhe Wational Park Servize. We aze zsiklny
only for 143 scres to help we bueild onr schonls asd prescrve our
Taltara. and wWhen this _apd exchange iz completed toeie wo) s5Lill Ze
moars ackes nder Fark Serv.oo protectian, with the 218 we are offe:lug
at Walerrock 3oon, we belzeve tols iu o laie exchange and that our
qoals are dmpaclant, and we hope you do Teso.

Wo ask everyons hare Lxiay Lo szppeorc the Cherokes masple, bBelp us
Protesl mmar o cnigue idanzizy, bkelp e dlasgars the 2cebocs ol oor ckildren
Wnd ourT hation a2 2 wWha_ el Topaxe sippo-t che Ravensford _snd Excnangs,
and &2 aot allrw - Thildren to be left zehinz. TRamk Yeu sge:n far
o' low ng me the nongl T oappedr bhefore oo,

Thernkee Tultural Zducazion JTenter ab Rawenslord

ihe Eazter: Sand secexs to develop = three-zcheol alazeosary, middls
and Figi sonool czEppus on the Rawvessford lond exchange size, presesntbly
locales: in tho Greac Smoxy Mountairs Helicosi Park, AL sconing meetincs
held to prepare for tho drafr envirormestsl imcact satabemsn, regardics
the rand exchabce, imerzurs of the Eaztern Zznd of Cherokes sxplasnend
The:r zu'torol and edacaticnal reasne: Ias alanning a Lsroco—school
taTpug, and this breieling naper L5 _ntended te conaccidate =nd
sucmarize thosgse reasoms In a singie dreiment,

12 s _mporlark bo noces “hat the Eastern Hapd has redgoestoed the
RBavensicrd s-te both for schecl conslroocolion and o oreesike cho BAg
Comwe Conuncty walb Lhe -est of the Dualla scundary (Cherores Inelsat
Pesurvalizng . Big Cove 1s corplelue.y seoperabed from the Jcundary by
Fatizna_ Zark Zorvice land, and the acoess zgad —o Gig Cowe "rave’ s Jor
dbput two males trroies Lhe Wasicna® Park, Ewen if other lened were
avarlabir Tor the sckool cargus, the Easlers Rand wsnts scck the
Bavenaford aife Lo re—csbablish zerr—torial intagriny with Slg Cowe,
Tultural Backgrouka

The Tanlern Rand of Coerokse aze the oescendents ol L Checoenr
Hatilcon whe refuaed to celocals o O< akoma, nr whe returned froo
dklabhzia arier the Trail of Tears in the 18530:. The Tribe slfcaggled Mor
durades o Ieadquire anc pEessr: 3 Liny porlios of Lts originzl Zanmd
bBaxe. Thre coamunity i a clos=-iniz one, Zocwed SYosiumnen 20005 oy odnc

hotpewwow washingtonwidshdop vrefpublic lands test‘docursen:
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the gtmuggle zrocultiral pregervatoot on by orig nal land ooae.
Cherokee muliure an clan-posed. Extended fewilw plavs a moch more
signifizant role i Chesokoes sulzure thas it does o moet Sou-Inci.an
AUl uzus .

TradiTicnal Cherokes caliuzal norms are 21520 boscd 0 & Xavarelce
f2r mazura and nuloral life oyclea. Along with csremonial aras- ices
concduciod in the rovers and mounta’ns, the practize o2 gatharing wols
fzzdz and watlugrad medicinal hexbs g still widely practiced. The
netuTal envivoametl. of Lhwe Woszern bhorth Carolinzs mounbaise oy
susteined che Bond for mawny yeary, ang preservoacicn oFf toat =nvleonmern)
ig irpartant Lo Tribal members.

At tha ssts Lime, bhe Zastarn Hand of Cherokes has embraced cony
elements of pon-fodzan celleies, ond has developed 2 chIiwong eoouacy
bazed un Louwriso., Although cot wibtuoeuw: cha'orges, the malla Zoandary
probazly nas Lhe wost developed 2ocnsamy ol A pel cagita buasis af anw
Tadien Mation., The modern ecooomy nes had an impact on Cherskee
cultore, pasticols: !y by aflecting the number Trerokaes angnage
Spea ke,

Antrrapolagisis rocognaze the ingorTance of 4 disingi ianooage &5
partaps the kay slewent for oproserwsbisn of traditicms: cuotfuores, Tn
thls tegn-d, the Eaatern Barao 1 b w zril.eal juocture. shile thers
ars still meny Tlusn. Therokee spzczkars, anz a =malls: nusher who ozn
redd and write dn Charcwer, mocy adales snd choldres da nes speak
Cherrmkes Zloently, End some hbnow orly oo [ow wIrfsE,

The Easlern 3and ond ocher Zncdian Habions fwpee maoy challenges iz
Lhe moderc world., Amocey o-her things, diabscez Lz epddemle szong mary
Sribes lncuding the Zigcern Baus. REeocesnl. resgarch kas indicazed that
cotural kKhowledge snd soif-esteem are kay preventiok factors in
he_pony loday's youth 2oxbat this spreading discaso, Mziatoining the
Tribke®s Language add calturte ooy cndeed b2 2 Tatier of Life or cisalk -
the 2ulurc,

Zo cnanksal, Lhis brend and rewerse 1f, bns BEasiern Seod has
vutablished a program Lo Loach Therskee langusge ans eolfiize io Lhe
elexmeniary schocl, in additlen o Lhe rogslar zcodemsc corricolum. Tee
TIZJraz has been successfal, fut -—a dafiicclt Lo iogplencat in che
cutdated, dilaplidater, ard oversrowded elemerntzry szhonl, locsbed s oa
sy downbIEn interaecticrn. Rome oF the zeriocs cthallenge:z facsd Ln The
ourrant ser i ing arc summariz=sd in The albached osoorangem by Lo Ciouss
ol tme Tribel Higzoriaw Presesweicn Trogram,. 1722 I'rike wants Lo sxpai
thz lasoasgs nraqrom to the nlgh eobisel sewel, bu with Timited nusters
of fluznt Cheroiee speakers whe z3lse have teacning credentlals aond
canrrantica |y separated schools, That Za keb passin!oc al chis bime.
vhorokss ColTural Eilucalios Sonkcer

Tre: Gastern Band proposers s unique cducational center, desioned
Witn a slrang orphasis oo catsee, @l Lo keepicg with —he traditicnz of
Loz cZerokss culturi. Thiz tiree-schosl campua will dusiode olementary,
mursile, and Zigh sshen’s n o slale-of-the-ort Zfacilitiss bu-lt to besch
bots Ehe rogalar curricalum atd Che:okes Dangqeans aod culcare. 1he nigh
gctool will include cloasraocme and maslioyg rooms 'or nos--scoondaey
cdlication and for sdul. contirgi-g oduszzion. makicg the taco_itby a
multicesecalionzl fuliural education cenTer.

The Cernter's oulldluys will icglads clements of the Tradstictal
Therokee never—sided council houzes and other celfeceszocys o the zeven
Therokee clanzs. Tog wri!len and spokon Cherzkee larguzzge wWill be
Prevalenl. Erroughoas che Zenter. Chssakss languane: Loashers and
traoditicnal tribel elders w212 be able ©o zireulate fazoaugh fhe
srhay’ s, helping clzsgrecy temchers ioocorooroze Zang-age :and ouifuee
into the grassroom, The Center wWill tacilibele munlorisg BTSIIoms,
parring older ard Youuge: stuwdents i collzborative teacndng ana
leattiioy rxporiences.

Cppotetils ol LZc land exchange hawve arxguad That bhe schoois shogld
be soparated to comply =ills murrent nom-lndisn education thaory. Eved
il that 1s cuceech theovwy, The Tribe's need Lo presecwve ils Language
ac vl lure iz paramocnt . Wlzhenn folecdizag 2ne dF srespoot, we haire
Etruggled Zor yenrs im 3cheils that were desiqgned by the Fadarwl
grevernment based or tie malnstream cdecation checries of the Tine. We
are ready to oemine and baild ouar o edocetlan cenTet.

Conzistent wWibrn Chsrcigy respoct for poture and the msunzaita, bas

htpfwoaw washingeorwarchdeg ore'pubbic lands tescidagumend
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Fatilern Tand plans outdzsr Zearndise sebtblngs Az owell, s they secdencs
Zan Lema ll cobttedcled witth and Scarm moare zozut the enwvirznment as bnaey
are beling rducatod, oo BavensIord site citesrs geveral oupnriuniliics
iha*t ore neot availabile &lsewhiers, wils Lhe adiaccnt wecland, riverins,
ar:l menLuane gllswial hebizats. Bavenstord aisn wooleinsg sign: Siocate
hostoroc ana preislaric Cherokee archneclogical feat-raa, which cnold
pIfor gducational cpportanlilles whelles they ore prezerved in place oo
eMcavater: by profeszicno: archeclogizsbs wWavslng wilic Lhwe schos' s ond
COMOMInC. T -

The challenge of designing pur pws Sdeocatizn Jenter in 2 wav that
Zits wlth Lhe patural s2tiing and Soes sab lasertere wil™ She
experiente ol Park visilers is one that the Tribke —z happy e ascepl.
ciam che dewclopers of the Poos Arl Tecles on Vhy Toe Ridge Barkway iz
Ashevwille, ihe Ranloery Aand will work closely with Tark Sexvise
plannets and oZficials te snsure lhal, Lhe schools S5 ERe sics,
Sinimize any Lwpacl. oo views and other resoarosa, and blend inte The
#nviTtonment. _hoa is 2ot Just smmetlhiog owe want -3 fo Sor che
ERSZYonmen; ., Wo boliewe Enat replacitg Lis oaiIsnd @yine and
substandard facililies Lhat wo ipherited from the Boreac of Lu:llan
Areirs with beactifol zeacals in g nalural sotoing woll sreacly
enhante Thr gelf-esteem =nd zducatishal expe:lanne ol Jherokos
zhildren.

The zonaclidated Edoczlion Conwer wail also promste otner
atfivivnting, inciudicg the sollizy o maiclaia Lhe ko ledices 2nd
qrounds, full aae vl scienl lig=aties on 4 moltigeneratioral bagis, ase
cE omehlcrizc fociloities, more =tflclent bus secvios, provcdirg on-g5ice
specialists, ifncludi.nn counselers, heolth edocators, apecial =ducation
mHechern, mjyricuilctaral, enviranmsental, armd oAacoheelogioet oedocabors, oa
wzll a2 Ehe culiora’ and lazgizde speclalizts.

We want Tz teach our ohildren Trom the standozin:s of hiztory,
matarg, cul-are and commcnity. The Thecokes Collura] Fdocation Cen-er,
lzzzcad 1w nhe heatt of the Cazlla Boundary at Ravenstord, will iw che
conbkral cocr= Ehat draws Lhe community -zgocther a-d mzin-a-me trhe
Geiesiowe nakturz of sur clap- and tawd !y-baserd gacicly, The Educaticn
Cerber ix ~oodod, both Ziterally znd spirofwally, Lo ““hring oo
toretier. ' It is w! just oor preferance--it is a cultural necezzlby.

[GRAFELC] |TIFF OMITTIRMR. 7777, 000

Toe Chairmen. [fres.iinn,] Thank wou.
WMr, harcer:

ELATAMENT OF TOH MARIER, SZNICR RECLOHAL DIswslior
FEZRESEMLATLYE, HATIONAL ZALRHS COOHATRVATTON ARSLCTATTON

Mr. bBarger. My, Chsirman arui omemiwe-s ol the Commitces, g2sd
MIEniLY . I apprecizlc theo SEportuicity ts preaent the visws ot
thee Fatzonal larks Conmsevvat-on Resociglion on TR, 1403 W
have subm.lLed 0 writben azotement that I wil_ anmmarlze.

1 want to b waie slear Trom the oakset. "“he problems are
cedl ana HPCA completely aupport:z: and sup!sods Lhe Restoon
Bakc'!s commilment ko prowvide their studenzs woth the heasn
roaazble achools. AL Lhe spme fome, HPCA CUST SPROEE 2.4, -£04
AL Lhiwm - me, Dur posilticn has not best. Llghtly comsigersd oor
E3AZ17V Eedaried,

Frik has beer Jadned Lo opposing Lwg devslgpment nf chis
edle by Lhe Doversor—sooointed Katzoral Pexy fdvisory Coduclis
of bot: Wortk Caruliue sud Tennesses. hpoein-aod by Sormort
Gowerhots e &aualgeist a2nd Jim Huet, both cocoigazons pesssd
resplutions ic opposition b e proposed sxolange, s owe haen
attacken Lhal. Lo a:r writbsn Zest-mony,

For ower & y=aks, Lhe Fars Zervice =25 stodicgd the
potattial aficcts of the srapoged exchanes. The dralf
Envirommental Impacl. Sletecuns, or EIS, =as qust become
Avdilable, and there fas Z2en ne spporboaily o reu_pw o
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acommenl ocn Lz, JsnEecuertly, MECA bBel_ewes Lhan 1TUR, 1#?? is
pramatore ai LT owwldi o ghork-cirouiz the scogoing pubklo: process
sl rogquirs tha land enckance snd deerlopmort £o prV,cca be fizra
tha imoecl s oF “he propozal hawva been Zeily discusse:] o
nndar=ztocd.

T would lixe to raise Jusb = Mew 37 the kind of issues that
trhe ZIG will unrtawel over the nex: few moanthks.

Trma sitse is luied or Loo Haticnaol Hegister of distorowo
Flaces die Lo 17s ovwer &, 000-yor+ zrohoesiogical reocord
Sato-unersican, Cherskee, and pra-Cheiosse hoslocoy. Sgicnlists
Mrom thne ALl Taxa Blod_wersily Trecnizry have identified to
dats ¥ mpegics new to soience withln The area. Ths Park
Sorvice's visual snmlyygis o7 the sits from the two oweriocka
aluie Lv¢ 5lac Kidge Farkway tkat LooX down npor Lo owat oy
states, and I guoeie, " "Zarkway visitora conazder the Ravewn Took
giver Yalley wiaw amang the oesl. cowstod, a racc icocn wiew. '’

Twhy denconding ridgea carrently separate Lhee moise, lights,
and congestian ol Cherskeo Irom the Socna_aftee Walley in Dhe
park, T thke dawanstord tracd. @4 dewclornsd as thiz bill
propweaes, Lmo wallay and the gravdatend ol acounlaics 2rcund Bt
Wwill ke impaoled 2y chree buildi:ga, gix athlet_e fialds,
incleding some 116 for nighl games, and sewerol parking lzoza.
e wWoUle oppnkgc o doweiopment of this slce even 12 Lie Parx
Srrwice had proposed 1z

it Eelaliivoc: Lo the Big Cowe Boad, th=s Cars “Prlee A
worked with the Taste:n Tand suer the wesrs, ond to oor
Kbeoliesige:, =0 problesme have been idesbitlad with ea Liner
EECVices OF Arresns “1Lﬁ] the ool He naivTa heen tald trnak 'hu

VAaLes pf aroLnd “ulf a ﬂ*lLﬁﬁn uiia:d. T 97 2, 1k Park
Zervice's recinral coal sstoTe appraiser datermines the faic
market vu e of the Bavamsklord Lraclh co pe 54,000 PEC dcrs. Lf

'ff".“u Appy an extremely ccpgerwatove d-pacosnsl, annog i ToCoase

T2 “hat waiue, Lhe mawonsfzrd ctract shocld Be worth dcoosd 30
ivlign, AT the zame time, woe wissler Lke Jeskscon Sounty
TICEerzy assessor's nflice ip Moy oand Sound thet che appraissLl
Lior “ho Yellow Face track wes B, 4U00. While Lhuase approiscls
5T8 N&umlly wn L low sid=, It would be guolbs anwsinan lac Loes
o ke az by 3 baclor of 10,

These and mony other igsvss amd cueslions wilt be wetbked in
cthe publos parllcipabion proceaz for the TIS. We Le_lewe Loal
[zrur. iz The proper ooe o7 understoanding asnd fully ewalvatisns
bhose issuss.

It i« imporiant to emphszize “hat we believs That Lheros sosg
albarnsrive _aoatlins Tor bk new school:s that oculd be
develonzd and waed. Aocordirg ba Whe Chieeokes 14,|n~55 [-=ztrict
Mact=r Playn ol Perhroary 7000, 5nd L will guote, ""Wizth a _ares
=maunl, aF flat - rollavg land, sppoclandlies sxisl Tor
dewaloprent ol laeygy Facilities such as a shopping area or
ale:l 22 w=ll 22 3 pub v parkdieg Tagilipy, !

The ras'er plan also statas, ""The elenerbarp sshiod
rzzoples one ot the moes| prime norcels of real sstace in
Cretakes, a2z dzes —he BLE aoftdas nmat dioore,, ,Ower tho _ong
term, bie slementary sckool and Ela elzes abkold nacone & o
conzzive anclu: atiract-or, These anchirs could bs z2n outlef
mall, Feztive r27all, o ebiberbeinms=n:. unes tRab draw wiss tors
to their Llocalicns ss deostication zk-raczicona.!'!

Wr, Chairman, even a powcly doce: Bduga: Don Campras S5i-c
wzluztlen wmills hand-pioked criteris thas aasured ths
Bavensford crars wonld be —cerlilied, Lound poleclisl
alternative sites [or the oopsteoctizn 2f schools, The atudy
deaes nob conclude “hat the Gavessbozd rraet on Lhie onle
crentl:zl sive Tor school cohetricticn.

In 2lceing, Thls Zs nol 4 case of schools versls SoeneIy.
The sirpgles: renstn £or not remowviang —he _wrel Trom Lhe park s
Enab w2 das't need o, WPIA stands razdy —o work with che
Sawbern Jand, tha Rescurces Toomibtes, the Walioreal Park
Jexvice sod Lhe BIE 2 dewize a zol:tlon that both proaten.s
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Gruxl Doy Mountazns Mablons! Park and thne Blue Hodge lariwayv,
el prewides Therokee crnildren woith fhe besl nousibic
zduzzticnal cpporluncties, We believe botn ol these goals can
oo satisfizd. Uniorlurcalely, the Legisliation before vou docs
ail. proocdqco chaz soiatzon.

Tmaxmk yuu Tur the opportiniby oo zeataZy. I womld be
pleaszed to raspoml 10 Aany questicons.

[Tz orepared statemerl ol M-. Targor “ollows; ]

Glelemenmt of [zn Barger, Sendor LDlosonoer, Fwoliessl, Rogional OFFfize,
Merloensl Peks ToescrTeabicn Asscciation, on HoH. Ld0%

He. Casizraan apnd memberz of the Soemmcttes, T ac Don Gergor, Sonicsr
Tirector cf che goutheasl recional offisce o the MaTisnal Farke:
Coreervalion Assrolation (HPCAY . MBCA [ dmerice's only private,

nprofif adwacacy srganczation dedicazted solely bo p-aleclorn,
preserving, axnd #ubancing the Hational Uark Svatem. HMPCA was roboced in
12172 a=g today Deg appIoMimately 300,000 —embeors wio 2zre deeply abouasz
the well beireg of Zur notocoal parks.

LUCA appreciales Shy Spportunity Lo 2XDpIeds LY Yiaws about B3
1402, -2 Zasterxn Heind of Zherokes Todisn Tand Teckange Aot of 2003,
This propoasd =Xahaungs has enormoss implicozione Sor two o :f our oSt
viddle: raliozal park unita--5reat Smoky Mounla-ns Haligna?! Park azd
the Bluie Cidge Parkazy--and should mot D2 entered icto Lightiyv. WPCA,
aipen wito otheres in he envirvnmenlel cz-monity, appliuds the Eaater:s:
Bard ol Joerokes Indizns® (EBSD: coomdtoant Tt prnvid# theit studects
with the beat poszinle schools, The progosed HavensZord lained exichanao
- controverzizl secanse L ocpmbices Lwe cxtremely imporzant anc
emnblong’ public policy isgsnes: prolechizag our nalipnal pz<ies, and
FI: '“'ug wimny pesaple wich The best poaalblﬂ gchonla. Farbunsis=ly ir
this case, bBoth of to2ss dxpvortanl qeals can 2o sotisSied becsuse of
'JTI-F' rresensn I alterastivs lopatzong fobr achacls salbside the Boupdocy
=t zur Zreat Smoky Moualsins Xdasispal tack.

fusowon knma, tho Maticnal Park Bervice (ME31 ls aralyzing .
rTomTEal £2r Zreat Swoky Mouniaing Walional Parks to relinquish _44
acres, oomnznLy referpred to as the Raveraiosd tzacl, L Lhwe: Fasteoron
Pand =f Therskew Todizns (EBCLI, ipn exchange for addoes a pasnel of
cand o The Blue Eidee Faooigwwy mmny milos awav, The exchangs iz
=2HTlelmay yuntroycersial with cany natrokal, teglonsl and slals
crjanizaticus, .mtogdics Eoe ¥zrch Caroliza Haticnmal Tark, Pariwaw and
Forost Lzvelopment Toizail eond Tenncosce Park Coroission, expraszing
thair opoasliion. Lwps is deveoping an Envirsnmental
Tirsgcl Starecent |EX53) as Eegalrad by Dher Naliooe] 'F'n'.'r:.hr'mﬁ-ta]_ Fzx_lcw
Lot (MEPAI; a2 dreaft BT2 iz slated for pablicaticn this montlk.

o roqaenktly, HECAE believes Lna: TR, T40% s FH'IL.I'-}'I_ITL', Az it womid
enorb-cizauit ~he sngoing public procesa acd reguirs the tacd aXohange
Lo proaced mefsre the ampacls ol 2he proposed 1and ":-l:r_'.harl_r;'q mawe weIT to
2 1ully dosazed or coderstood.

WM PFark Commissions' Resolaions.

fawvanstacd

Tae proposed sucheanye will mews Tar reaching impacis oo the
inlogrity =f “he hKatzowal Park Spsbes and w1l sigailisantiy imoair —he
Fesoaioes al moesh Sreoat Smoky Mountsina hationmal Paxx oand the Slos
Tidge Packwzw, he boanty, catzral hlezory, asd SDoawen islory ol Lle
=gwensforcd tracs amke o0l creal sdusasional walwo as 3 natural
Clanuzooe, HgifnIists Zrom the Bl) Tawa Boodawversity Ioveklooy aue
recantly identlfied approximalely 59 spocics that ars new to =scizmeo=
igimtad within the HavenaZord trackh. Ravewnscobd i alwuc hoae booan
unkroceen archec!ogica’ rocord of Eurc-smerican, Cherciee and pre-
Cherckes hiszory, inc_ui:ry Hisloric and prehizioric srzifocts dating
Sack mare then 2,000 yeorz. The discowery oL bhese cullural cesoisoos
surpcrte the slta’s THER placemstt on the Natiocal Register of Eisteri
Flazes,

Pe-L I the Bavenaford tract includes a’uvzal flocdpia_ o, -
Qlopally rare moolagical comworeily descrited as impe-ilad By t-2 Nacure
Canseovwancy, "eceuse -hev're Zlat and nzar water, most sucl ar=es have
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wean daveloced over fhe cuaque of hislory, making the presesvoizi-on of
Povwenzfcrd in an undevelopad statr eeen mooe irmperianl, Io fooz, =he
Favenslo=d cract was Slooded daring The racsnl s@verr rd.is daring Lke

wook 2E Moy 9, 2000 £ The Ravensncd l-wo allordy

Deautilul wiswpy Irom toe Goocnaluftee valley, with a fareground of open
fizld=s from which kRills sz mountains o7 Gooat Sczxy Yountains Mo-iomal
Lerk ctiws wrruptty. The toooarathy of the park is auch tkat vlszas Zihke
these ars sx-tremely limdted. The recenliy cpdeted Tae Ridos Pazxway
VBLRIT winwa® analvsis scrvsy cf che Ravensford trasz prhlishsd v 1he
[=2zzremant of Zunterriore slelaes,  Fprkwoy visikterss consider the HoTen
Ferrs Riwor wolley wiew amocad The sl coweled, & rare cops view. ™'
LFarkwsy canayrwnl has ooncladsd chat the wiews to che fract shoeuld be
prazervad .

W PoTsonal communcication wizh SREM atalf.

Tnz -idges of the Great Smoky MounTe_bs Yoim 2 nsiurd: gelowsye - hal
Eeparita Lne ncise gng corngestion 2f the tows of Cherckee Irom the
Cinng 1 fees valley —n the zatdenal park. The ponposied schonl oomelox
wolld sit 2b Ehe promscey Horlh Cartslino entrazeoe £o the park az wzll as
Lo waakbhorn cermiouna o the Slus Rldge Zackeay. T Lhye EawersTood
tract is developed ‘nio g sc-ool cacpua, that crandscansd of mecnbains
will inclade night Zoyghlicg, six z2thleiic Zields, three parking zrsasz
aud Lralfic congeaticn, as scnoal Duses kemion Bess Lo nav.eole Bhe
privaipal Morth Zarslind entradce ©o ourl natiofn's mogSt wigiten mabicnsmo
park.

Alberzativa LossTieons Tor Sciaanl Conss ruel o

T is imnorTons to emphasize that chere ake albz:patilyve Zooalions
for rmew scrools acth _nsatie ard oukside —he Therokoa Beservation., v
Cimzume s prodaced oy EBL:, the Cheroise Bua-nese Llstzlot Masler Plan
azd Sdecatdan Oaopos 20 Le Fwralaestion, szote explizicly thot alterne—iwve
il Aare awailskle.

ESCI kecaived Vhy Therokoo Sisiness District Master flan iz
Fobiroary 000, The stated purpese ol the doconmestl is vy " scowe a5 4
glivde Yoo Lag order:y growtk and davalepment of Chesaksats S6D [Csntora’

L} '\3

nLyirecss Jliskricc] . Tre dewelopemend, rnf Loe masior plas

begae wilk 2n inpvenisry and acalysie 2f the pateral znd man-mace
Teaturesz and corndlricng wilhir B2 reservaotisn, Based 2n That icwentory
Lbke mazter plan statps:

Spportonitles fnr o romumercis ]l dees!oprenls, petking facilicies,
At cilesral oooract-ons sles =xist throvgroac The area. The
Cortr ol ol the TR 0s cirrgnoly cHpeCcioncing ractoll growkh.
Hit> & lexge ameant o»f flab ba robling :aodd, oungcriun. Lics
erinl {or development of large faclil-tiez 245ch as a shopplng
Abeda oo hoertsioag swe! ) as 4 puzlic parkicg facilizy. {emphasisz
agded) .

Dtetiher large arva 22 pobcnbizal dewalopment liss acroes the
river wrnabke sevaral larye boildings steeioccesed on Angooni
Fiwa. Trhewsc large € ot acd pawved areos could be used £or a
cember of pubiic ~r pravate wvanrurses that oo Dot Teguice dioedo.
tourist wizizilizyw. i

telrzhasls alioerd .

“dh Cherokes Zusiness Distoiocl, Masba: Flan, FPebreerse 2000, pr, 4,1,
The mesteat pley sta.ws Lhal Loc long-zeorm ploc izelades poszible
#cquizition of sltarnative s-tes tor solools. The mesle: plan sLalos;

Trwr clementsry schosl oooupiss cne Sf the most prize parcels of
¥eal askels in Choerseee, as doos “he BTA ofSiecc nox- door, e
sonool and the BIA are not the " “hligheen atn bast gse®? ol
Lhwne a-irg navcro’ 5. Ovel the long Zerm, the =2lamentary school
ano Sl& sit=s shouid become a Zew, schedglwe anono: aTiractics:.
. Troeaa anthars ool ber g qui el majl, Testiee rctail, ar
cotertiincens uses that craw wislzors to fhelir Lecaloonzs as
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