Minor Children on Campus 
Policy Purpose and Background:  

From time to time, minor children are left unaccompanied by an adult while a student attends class.  The most recent issue concerned students bringing minor children into the computer lab at one of our centers, signing them in, and then going off to class.  The children were between the ages of 6 to 14 years of age.  This raises safety and liability issues as well as potential distracting or disruptive behavior issues.
Informally, signs have been posted on doors into classrooms or within labs.  

“Please…No children in the classroom.  It is not fair to children to expect them to sit quietly for hours; they are naturally active and noisy.  Unfortunately, children’s natural behavior is disruptive to other students. Thank you.”

“The _______ lab is designated for college and high school use only.  Please no children.  Due to their wonderful curiosity and boisterous nature, children are a distraction to students’ studying and test taking.”

“In order to use the _____, you must be a freshman in high school or older.  This is due to liability and we apologize for any inconvenience.”

“Per NRS 142.376 and GBC/NSHE policy, the _____ lab is intended for currently enrolled students only and children are not to be left in the lab or building unsupervised at any time.  Unsupervised children will be reported to proper authorities.  Failure to comply with these policies may result in loss of your computer privileges.”
It is felt that it is time to have a consistent President’s Council policy.
Proposed Policy for Posting:

Please no children in the classroom or lab area.  GBC is committed to providing a place of instruction that is conducive to learning and that is, to the greatest extent possible, free from distractions. Only enrolled students should be present in classrooms, field trips, and lab facilities. 


Additional Policy notes: 
*Minor children are under the age of eighteen years of age and who are not emancipated.

*Exceptions would be very rare and at the discretion of the instructor. 
*Exception:  Minors under age 18 who are enrolled in credit classes or who are enrolled in a fee-based program (which is supervised).

* Children may not be left unattended in public areas such as the library, High Tech Center, community center, left to wait outside the classroom, or outside grounds for safety and liability issues.
*An adult may be asked to leave with the child(ren), if it is later determined that the behavior is distracting and/or disruptive.
*If a child under the age of 18 is left unattended, child protective services or the appropriate law enforcement agency may be notified.

*****
This policy was reviewed by GBC Legal Counsel.
If you have any questions, please contact me at  lynnm@gwmail.gbcnv.edu or 775.753.2282.
