Great Basin College

Health Science and Human Service Department Report

Program Updates:
Health Science and Human Service have well over 40 facilities and agencies that support various health sciences and human services programs. Range from hospitals, extended care facilities, community and social service agencies throughout our service area and to facilities and agencies outside our service area.   

Radiology Medical Imaging 
1. We lost one first year student.  We now have 10 first years and 13 second years.

2. Our student group was recognized by SGA.  They are called RAD.

Belen Garcia is the President

Cassie Grange is the VP

Brooke Hackworth is the Secretary

Snydee Weddell is the Treasure

3. Students are raising money to go to a conference in February in Las Vegas.

4. Cherie and Mary are going to the ACERT conference in Las Vegas in February.

Human Services 
1. UNLV will begin to work with the Human Services Program on an individual basis regarding accepting students in the Human Services Bachelor’s degree program, per Glenn West, instructor/program developer at UNLV.

2. Mary Ray attended the National Organization for Human Services (NOHS) Conference in San Antonio Texas in October

3. Mary Ray and Karen Kimber participated in the Tech/Prep program presentation for secondary school health science instructors on Tuesday, November 15 for the purpose of recruitment at the high school level and to discuss the HMS 101 course currently being offered as a dual credit/tech prep course. 

4. Site visit for accreditation has not been scheduled as revisions/re-writing of portions of self study have been requested by CSHSE

5. Courses and instructors have been scheduled for spring, 2012:

CNA 
1. We are set to start out Winter break classes, with Jo Dean teaching one in Elko and Jennifer Fernandez teaching one in Winnemucca.

2. All Nurse Assistant Evaluators (NAE’S) completed online training from Prometrics for the new testing parameters.  All of our nurse evaluators have completed their post-training testing and are now able to participate in state testing using the new parameters.  

3. Friday, December 2, 2011 Elko was the first site to complete state testing using the new parameters.  There were 2 candidates who tested successfully, one additional candidate failed but time/changes were not a factor.  

4. The primary change to state testing is a time limit, which ranges from 31-40 minutes.  Some of the skills testing have been slightly modified and the set-up prior to testing has been changed slightly.  All of these new changes were implemented without problem.

5. On a sad note, Mary Sue Rhea, our nurse evaluator in Ely passed away after a brief illness on November 30th.

EMS 
This semester EMT classes are very limited due to lack of EMS instructors.  We are actively seeking instructors and working with the Vice President for Academic Affairs to leverage resources to enable us to hire a program coordinator at .5 FTE.  Next week two staff members of the UNR Fire Science Academy (? title) are being interviewed for adjunct instructor positions.  Both are certified EMT instructors with considerable experience.

Nursing 

AAS program faculty are preparing to revise the admission criteria scoring protocol based on problems identified last year.  In addition, the need to very carefully scrutinize information related to CNA licensing and previous criminal background checks will be emphasized in that process.

The visitors’ report of the NLNAC site visit October 18-20 has not yet been received.  The visitors’ report is initially sent to NLNAC staff for editing and review and then sent to the nursing program within eight weeks.  That eight week deadline is week after next, so we should be receiving the report any day.

The President and Vice President for Academic Affairs are urging establishment of an LPN to RN program in Pahrump.  Ongoing discussions about issues involved and resources required are underway.  This initiative will be addressed further at the December 5 department meeting.

