Executive Summary

From Sexual Conduct & Safety Survey

Spring 2019

The Nevada Center for Surveys, Evaluation, and Statistics (CSES) sampled 1,958 students from

Great Basin College (GBC) via a web-survey between April and May 2019 to assess attitudes, perceptions, and experiences related to sexual conduct and campus safety. Overall, 141 of the original students sampled (7.2%) completed the survey.

Generally speaking, the survey sample approximated the characteristics of GBC students. That is, respondents were mainly female (66%), White (68%) or Hispanic (12%), younger than 35 years of age (55%), and heterosexual (84%).

Respondents generally reported favorable attitudes toward GBC and the GBC administration with most respondents reporting strong agreement with statements such as “I feel safe at GBC” and “I think the faculty are genuinely concerned about my welfare.” Respondents were also optimistic about the way they tended to believe that GBC would respond to reports of sexual assaults. For example, there was strong agreement with the statement: “The college would take the report seriously.”

Respondents tended to feel that sexual assault and sexual misconduct was not a problem at GBC, and that they could personally do something about sexual assault and sexual misconduct.

Respondents also tended to report that they were not involved in efforts to end sexual assault and sexual misconduct at GBC.

Just over eight percent of respondents indicated that they had a friend or acquaintance who told the respondent that he or she was a victim of an unwanted sexual experience, and 4.3% of respondents believed that they had witnessed a situation that could have led to a sexual assault. Students who reported witnessing a situation potentially leading to sexual assault reported responding with some sort of intervention, such as asking the person at risk if he or she needed any help (66.7%) and creating a distraction (50%).

Most respondents (75.2%) indicated that they had sexual intercourse within the last year. Of those respondents who reported sexual intercourse, low rates of drug use prior or during the most recent sexual encounter were reported (6.6% used alcohol; 0.7% used a different drug).

A small fraction of respondents (< 1%) indicated that they had personally committed acts of sexual harassment while attending GBC, such as using location technology to track someone’s location without permission. However, respondents reported experiencing sexual harassment, and the most frequently reported experience was someone else making unwanted sexual advances, gestures, or comments directed at the respondent (12.7%).

Respondents who were currently in an intimate or romantic relationship (67.1%) tended to report committing a high frequency of positive behaviors directed toward their partners as well as experiencing those behaviors committed by their partners toward respondents (e.g., showing respect for partners’ feelings about an issue). The most frequently reported negative behaviors

reported by the respondent involved non-violent behaviors, the most common of which was

shouting or yelling at one’s partner (20.2%). The least frequently reported behaviors were the

most violent (e.g., choking one’s partner or being choked by one’s partner).

Most respondents reported that they had not experienced various forms of interpersonal violence while they were students at GBC. The most commonly experienced form of interpersonal violence was respondents being pushed, shoved, or grabbed by a partner at least once (5.4%).

Respondents were asked to indicate whether they had experienced five types of unwanted sexual contact while they were a student at GBC. A total of 11 respondents (7.9%) reported experiencing at least one form of unwanted sexual. The most frequently reported interaction was “Touching of a sexual nature” (7.8%) followed by “Sexual penetration with a finger or an object” (5.8%). Follow-up questions revealed that, of the 11 reported sexual assaults or suspected assaults, most took place off campus (81.8%). Just over one-half (55%) of the unwanted sexual encounters took place two or more years ago. Respondents also reported whether the sexual assault involved their own use of drugs. The only affirmative was one respondent (9.1%) reporting that he or she was drinking prior to the assault. When asked about whether the sexual assault involved the perpetrator’s use of drugs or alcohol, one respondent (9.1%) reported that the perpetrator used alcohol just prior to the incident. Three respondents (27.3%) indicated that they did not know whether or not the perpetrator used drugs or alcohol prior to the assault.

Respondents who experienced a sexual assault while at GBC reported that the perpetrators were male (n = 11; 100%), were not affiliated with GBC (n = 9; 81.8%), and were either acquaintances or “other” (60.0%).

In the aftermath of the sexual assault(s), just less than one-half of respondents reported that they told someone else about the assault (n = 5, 45.5%). Of those who did tell someone, respondents most frequently told a close friend (n = 2; 18.2%) or family member (n = 2; 18.2%). One respondent indicated that they informed a GBC campus counselor, site counselor, or advisor.

When asked about the reasons why they chose not to tell someone or hesitated to tell someone about the assault, respondents mostly reported feeling ashamed/embarrassed (36.4%), believing they would be blamed for what happened (27.3%), and feeling somewhat responsible for what happened (27.3%).

When asked about the effect that the assault had on respondents’ school work, six (54.5%) reported that the assault “somewhat” or “absolutely” affected their school work and three

(27.3%) at least somewhat considered leaving GBC or transferring to another college.

