Great Basin College

Student Government Association 

Minutes 
12:30 p.m. January 18, 2008
Elko – GBC LH 114
Battle Mountain BM 2
Ely GBC 112
Pahrump PVC 124
Winnemucca GBC 109
I. Call to Order

12:35
II. Roll Call
Executive Board

Richie LeSpade, President
Present
Hannah Works, Treasurer

Present
Julie Smith, Student Advocate
Present
Battle Mountain Senator
Elko Senators

Andre LeSpade


Present
Jose Torres
 

Transferred to Reno       

      Cesar Benitez                 

Transferred to Reno

      Jacqueline Lemback

Present

      Christy Malloy


Present

      Ella Trujillo


Present


Brandon Palmer


Excused


Ely Senators
Winnemucca Senators


Susan French


Present 


Ilona Somers


Present

Pahrump Senators

Lora Berkabile


Excused
Emily Lurker


Present
III. Introduction of Guests






Information
Dr.  Paul Killpatrick, Lynn Mahlburg, Robert Courtney
IV. Approval of Agenda





Information/Action
January 18, 2008 SGA Agenda

Senator LeSpade moved for the approval of the agenda, Treasurer Works seconded. No objections were made and the motion passed unanimously.
V. Approval of Minutes





Information/Action
December 7, 2007 SGA minutes
Senator Trujillo moved for the approval of the minutes, Senator Lemback seconded. No objections were made and the motion passed unanimously.

VI. President’s Report






Information
President LeSpade apologized for the agenda coming out on such short notice. He said that things are starting better this semester and that he had two senator spots and a secretary position that needs to be filled. He thanked Dr. Paul and Lynn Mahlburg for being at the meeting. He also informed the group that Robert Courtney had a good overall GPA, but had ran into some trouble this semester and as soon as the constitution gets changed in February that he will be asked to come back. He also said that we lost some other people, but the group will rise above it and move on.

VII. Treasurer’s Reports





Information/Action
November Treasury Report

Senator Malloy moved to approve the November Treasury Report, Senator LeSpade seconded. It was then discussed by Treasurer Works, explaining the ending budget balances for the campuses. No other discussion took place and the motion passed unanimously. See attached.
VIII. Student Advocate’s Report





Information
Advocate Smith went over current events. She explained that she and President LeSpade were going to make it to the outlying campuses to try to visit and recruit senators where needed. She also mentioned the issue concerning budget cuts and fee increases and where to find the information on the issue. She went on further to explain that President LeSpade needs their input. She said that Dr. Paul was present to explain that later in the meeting and to ask him questions about it. She also applauded Robert Courtney for being present at the meeting.
IX. Branch Campus Reports





Information

A. Battle Mountain- No Report
B. Ely-No Report
C. Pahrump-No Report
D. Winnemucca-
Winnemucca explained that they have orientation going on and that they will be getting input from students and handing out books. They went on further to say that they had talked to a student who had paid $50 dollars in shipping for two books. 
X. Committee Reports




    
Information/Action
A. Facilities
Treasurer Works explained that $22 was received from the condom machines and the game room will be open for only the first week of school. It was asked by Senator Trujillo if she was going to need help and if a schedule was made. Treasure Works said that she was working on one. 
XI. Unfinished Business – None.





XII. New Business
A. 
Welcome Back
   


    

Information/Action
President LeSpade Requests a cap of $650 for a taco feed to held January 22, 2008 on the Elko campus.
Senator LeSpade moved for approval, Senator Malloy seconded. Senator LeSpade said that it was a tradition and that they were going again. It was asked what time it started and if that was around the same budget as last time. President LeSpade explained that it starts at 11:30 and was around the same price. Motion passed unanimously.

B. 
Student Union Night


    


Information/Action
Treasurer Works requests a cap of $320 for Student Union Night to be hosted Tuesdays for the spring semester on the Elko campus.
Senator Lemback moved for approval, Senator Trujillo seconded. Treasured Works explained that $120 was going towards the meal card and the rest was going towards things they may need. She said that they had money left over from last semester as well. It was asked if they had the first event planned and Senator Lemback exlained that it was and that they were going to do a game night with Dance Dance Revolution. Senator LeSpade thought it was a great idea to keep it going. Motion passed unanimously.
C. 
Friday Follies


    



Information/Action


Senator Lemback requests a cap of $600 for pizza and water to host Friday Follies on Fridays for the spring semester on the Elko campus.
Senator Somers moved for approval, Senator LeSpade seconded. Senator Lemback said that was just like every semester to get pizza and water. Advocate Smith commented that this would be the fourth annual Friday Follies. President LeSpade asked if he could expect the second annual ping pong competition against Dr. Paul. Dr. Paul said he as always looking forward to more victims.
D. Welcome Back Again





Information/Action
President LeSpade requests a cap of $600 for donuts, hot chocolate, coffee, and needed items for a Welcome back event Tuesday, January 22, 2008 on the Elko campus.
Senator LeSpade moved for the approval, Senator Somers seconded. It was asked if President LeSpade was going to spend all $600 on donuts. President LeSpade explained that he wasn’t and that he wasn’t sure yet how much it would cost, but that he planned to barrow a golf cart and hand out donuts. He again explained that he would not spend all the money that he requested. Jokes were made about driving to Winnemucca with the golf cart. Motion passed unanimously.

E. Budget








Information
President LeSpade will open the floor to discussion on the recent budget cuts and the effects they will have on the students.
Dr. Paul explained that the budget cuts were cut down to 4.5% and that the surcharge had to be a group effort between all the schools in the higher education system. He said that the surcharge would only be for a year and the Governor still didn’t have all the projections in on the revenue shortfalls. He said that the cuts are something that everyone is sharing between staff and students. He said that nothing is certain yet and that changes could be made by the Regents or Legislature. He said that we are not taking a hit and that its more of a belt tightening. Dr. Paul said that he would continue to support our activities. President LeSpade asked if he had any information that it could get worse before the February Regents meeting. Lynn Mahlburg explained that she thought anything could happen, but they are trying to have a positive outlook on it. Dr. Paul explained that our budget was safe and he was really surprised that they asked for an 8% cut. He felt that it wasn’t going to get any worse, but that he really wasn’t sure. He also went on to explain that they cut lunch out of the faculty welcome back and only spent $80 for donuts. It was asked by Advocate Smith if anyone knew why this was happening. Senator LeSpade explained that it was because of the problems we were having in the housing market. Lynn Mahlburg went on to explain the effect of the hiring freezes and what departments it was affecting. Both Dr. Paul and Lynn Mahlburg compared it to doing more with less.  Senator LeSpade asked what the money generated by the surcharge is going to be used towards. Dr. Paul said that it would be put towards the operating budget. Senator LeSpade then asked if they were looking into something like community entities like the mines for a way to furnish the inside of the new tech building. Dr. Paul explained that they are just not sure how much it will all cost and that they do have ideas. He said he wasn’t looking to nickel and dime them. Advocate Smith said that the Foundation was working on that and that we have a great Foundation. Dr. Paul continued to express the importance of our outreach centers.  He said that one thing he will never do is close down an outreach center. He said that he was put in a position once to do it when he first started his career at GBC, but that he opted not to do that because he saw it as a vital part of the different communities  that each are in. President LeSpade said that he planned on the problems with the budget cuts and that the group will try to help where they can. Senator LeSpade asked if they had the ability to put some of the money SGA has back into the school. Dr. Paul commended him and the group for the offer, but that those fee’s should really be fo keeping morale up and benefiting the students.
XIII. Items Laid on the Table






None
XIV. Issues and Concerns/Public Comment




Information
Ella Trujillo explained that she was in Americorps and that they were doing an event at the Hilton Garden and Inn for Martin Luther King Day and that it would be on Monday and encouraged people to attend.  Senator Lemback talked about the Dance Dance Revolution going on the first day of school and that P.A.C.E. Coalition donated us a PS2 and dance pads and encouraged everyone to come. Ella Trujillo encouraged everyone to come to the Housing Toga Party next Thursday. President LeSpade wished everyone good luck with there classes and that he looked forward to a great semester.
Adjourned at 1:20 p.m.
At the call of the President, public comments shall be heard by the SGA. Upon proper request students, faculty, administration, and the public shall be granted the floor by the President. Please note that due to time restrictions the President reserves the right and authority to place a time limit of public comment in the compliance with NRS 241.020 (2) © (3).
In accordance with the Board of Regents’ Bylaws, Title 1, Article V, Section 13, a quorum may be 

gained by telephone hookup. 

Reasonable efforts will be made to assist and accommodate physically disabled persons attending the

 meeting. Please call the Board office at (775) 753-2234 in advance so that arrangements may be made. 

