Great Basin College
Student Government Association
Minutes
12:30 P.M. March 15th, 2013
Battle Mountain – GBC BM 2
Elko – SGA Meeting Room LCSL 122
Ely – GBC 114

Pahrump – PVC 120
Winnemucca- GBC 115
I. Call to Order: 12:35 PM
II. Roll Call

Executive Board

Alex Porter, President



Present
Isaac Duran, Vice President


Present
Grace Blair, Secretary



Present

Adriana Mendez, Student Advocate

Excused

Battle Mountain Senator
Donavon Powell




Present
Elko Senators

Juan Jaimes




Present

DeMarynee Saili




Excused 
Kamas Wing




Excused
Ely Senators
Peggy Drain




Present

Mary Scott





Excused
Pahrump Senator
Douglas Chino




Present

Braxton Harris




Present
Winnemucca Senators

Yezenia Poulsen




Present 
Katrina Smith




Present 
III. Introduction of Guests                                                 
                        Information
Battle Mountain: Center Coordinator, Ami Rogers

Elko: Vice President for Student Services, Lynn Mahlberg, Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, Director of Environmental Health, Safety, and Security, Pat Anderson

Ely: Center Director, Mary Swetich

Pahrump: Sarah Howard, Center Manager, Diane Wrightman

Winnemucca: Center Director, Lisa Costa-Campbell
IV. Approval of Agenda






Information / Action

A. Vice President Duran moved to approve the agenda for March 15th, 2013. Senator Poulsen seconded. 
DISCUSSION: The date in the heading of the agenda needs to be changed from March 8th, 2013 to March 15th, 2013. Motion passes unanimously. 
V. Approval of Minutes






Information / Action

A. Vice President Duran moved to approve the minutes for March 8th, 2013. Senator Chino seconded. 
DISCUSSION: None. Motion passes unanimously. 

VI. 
President’s Report 






Information / Action
President Porter reported on the following: 

· He said that they are working on and looking into online student voting for elections. He has talked to several other institutions as well as the IT department on the Elko campus. He has a meeting with the IT director this afternoon and the opportunity for online voting is looking promising. 
VII. Vice President’s Report





Information
Vice President Duran reported on the following: 

· He said that he has been working with Vice President Mahlberg and Vice President Sibert on the SOL manual. 

· He said that they are preparing the wall outside of the office for the Board of Regents pictures. He said that the pictures have been ordered and received and the frames are beginning construction. 
VIII. Treasury Report






Information / Action
Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, reported on the following:

· She said that on the revenue side, there hasn’t been another fee distribution since the last one, and the next one will be March 31st. She said that so far, we are still behind budget at $56,616.46. They have collected 83% of fees so far, and the predicted lower enrollment for spring is proving true. 
· Expenses by each campus are as follows*: 

· Battle Mountain: $579.40- 53% of total budget

· Elko: $53,472.35- 70% of total budget

· Ely: $651.85- 43% of total budget

· Pahrump: $1,801.38- 51% of total budget

· Winnemucca: $1,645.10- 66% of total budget

*Expenses from events the last couple of weeks may not be posted yet
IX.  
Student Advocate’s Report





Information
None. 
X. Center Reports







Information

A. Battle Mountain
· Senator Powell said that the “Spot the Leprechaun” game ends today. He has had a lot of unusual questions throughout the game. He is putting March Madness fliers up soon. 
B. Ely
· Senator Drain said that they have shamrocks up and are preparing for SGA Bracket Week and their Spring Egg Hunt. She said that she is ready for Spring Break. 
C. Pahrump
· Senator Harris said that they are preparing for the Gaelic Games and that they have created March Madness brackets on a board so students can see it. He said that they are encouraging students to study for midterms. Senator Chino said that they are considering doing a “Madness Challenge” in which students would have to guess the number of octagons on a basketball.
D. Winnemucca
· Senator Poulsen said that they have been pretty busy. Their leprechaun spotting game went really well. They put up two leprechauns, one on Tuesday and one on Friday, and both were found within the day they were hidden. She said that they advertised for March Madness, but had to take the fliers down and inform students that brackets would not be out until next week. She said that the blood drive is in two weeks, and they have confirmed everything. She said that they are looking into April and are considering doing something for Earth Day. They are also considering doing a “School Supply Week” during the week of April 15th. 
XI. Committee Reports






Information / Action

A. Facilities- March 15th, 2013: $12.00
B. Elko Senator Report- Senator Jaimes said that March Madness Week went well. The Midnight Basketball event had over 50 people in attendance with four playing teams. His team took second place. They had 25-30 people for the movie night and today’s Friday Follies will be basketball. He said that the brackets are coming up next week. 
XII. Unfinished Business





            Information / Action
A. 2013 GBC Graduation Speaker


Information / For Possible Action

SGA Officers will present recommendations and discuss possible 2013 GBC Graduation speakers.

DISCUSSION: President Porter said that the graduation committee is pushing for a name before the end of March. Senator Powell suggested Julianna Morgulies, who played Nurse Carol Hathaway on ER or Seth MacFarlane who played the voice of Ted. Senator Harris suggested Rita Bagwe, but said that she would not be able to make it. Senator Chino asked Dr. Dale Griffith and he would also be unable to attend. Winnemucca had no suggestions. Senator Drain suggested Shaunta Grimes-Alberger, who is a local teacher with an autistic son who recently wrote a book. President Porter said that Senator Scott suggested Howard Rosenburg, who was a previous Regent. President Porter said that he sat and talked to him at the Dinner Dance and he loves GBC and is a big advocate of higher education. He is a funny, personal, and professional speaker and spoke at the 2009 graduation. Vice President Duran suggested Regent Allison Stephens, who was elected in November and he met her at Nevada Education Day. He said that she is well-spoken and made a very good first impression. Plus, she will be attending the graduation ceremony anyway. President Porter suggested Regent Cedric Creer, who is a current regent. He said that Creer didn’t know anything about GBC until he visited and is now a big supporter of Elko and GBC. President Porter said that if Officers feel like they need more information to vote appropriately, that they can table the item until the next meeting. Director Anderson said that during the next week, they should gather information about each candidate and create a synopsis for everyone. Vice President Mahlberg said that they can vote on the top two before the meeting. President Porter said that they would vote on the top two during the next meeting so that there is a backup if the first choice cannot be scheduled. Senator Powell suggested one more candidate: a professional magician who was a college graduate and was set on fire by the host of a show he was performing on. He said that he has been through a lot, but is back out and working again. His name is Wayne Houchin. Vice President Mahlberg said that if some speakers need to be paid, then that needs to be known. The item was decided to be tabled until the next meeting. 
XIII. New Business






            Information / Action

A. Review of Collection Procedures




Information
Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, reviewed changes and discussed GBC collection procedures.
DISCUSSION: Vice President Sibert said that in the past, they haven’t made any effort to have people pay past due balances over the years. As a result, they are looking at a $350,000 uncollectable amount. GBC has contracted with a collection agency and they will start sending people to the agency for past due housing, child care, or registration fees that are past due. People will be sent if they have a balance of $100 or over and it has not been paid within 120 days after the semester has ended. People affected include anyone with an account meeting the requirements above from spring 2008 forward.  Students are given many opportunities to right their account, and sending them to the collection agency is a last resort measure. Once a student is turned over to the collection agency, it begins to affect their credit and they have a service indicator placed on their account, barring transcript requests, their diploma, and registration for classes at any NSHE institution. Contact information about the collection agency is being compiled so that students will know who is calling them. This information will be sent to all of the centers. She said that they will provide the collection agency with the last known address that they have on file for the student. The collection agency will then search their files to see if the person has any other uncollectable bills on file. They will also search public documents, and will go through a number of steps to try and contact the person and try to contact them before having to file a lawsuit, or similar legal action against the person. She said that there are many people that they probably will not be able to find. Payment plans may be created with students at the discretion of the college if the student replies within the 30 days’ notice of full-payment. The college would do some background research before any kind of decision would be made on whether a student could have a payment plan in the first place. It would be decided on a case by case basis. Each student is individually inspected before they are sent to collections. If there was an error, they would work with the collections agency to reverse any negative repercussions. The 120 days before a student is sent to collection starts at the end of their last current semester. See attached “Collection Procedures.” 
B. Review of Host Expenses for Activities



Information
Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, reviewed and discussed changes and operations of host expenses for future activities.

DISCUSSION: Vice President Sibert said that after a follow-up meeting with the internal auditors, SGA items must now be broken down into caps for food and caps for non-food items (such as prizes and supplies). This will apply to other student clubs and organizations as well. Starting July 1, 2013, a new account specifically for host expenditures will be created. For clubs and organizations, any club that wants to use money for host expenses must tell the Business Affairs department. Vice President for Student Services, Lynn Mahlberg, has agreed to allow the clubs’ and organizations’ host expenses to be charged to her host account. A journal voucher will then be created to move funds from club’s account into the Vice President for Student Services’ host account. Only host expenses will go on the new account. President Porter said that for the centers, this means that on agenda requests, food caps and supplies/prizes caps must be separated. He said that it will be up to each center’s Center Director to make sure both account numbers are on the DPO. He said that item D is a great example of the way to do it from here on out. He said that it becomes more of a necessity for requests to be put in at least two weeks from when the event is planned for. In the case of clubs, requests need to be in more than two weeks ahead of time due to the shuffling of funds between accounts. Vice President Sibert said that if anyone has any questions or needs any help the first few times, to call her office and they will help walk through the process. See attached “Host Expenses.” 
C. Ely Midterm Week Snacks




Information / Action
Senator Harris moved to approve Senator Drain’s request of a cap of $100.00 to purchase snacks for Midterm Week to be held at the Ely Center the week of March 18th – 22nd, 2013. Senator Chino seconded. 
DISCUSSION: Senator Drain asked that the item be removed. President Porter voided the item. 

D. Ely Spring Egg Hunt






Information / Action
Senator Harris moved to approve Senator Drain’s request of a cap of $100.00 to purchase supplies and prizes and a cap of $100.00 to purchase candy for the Annual Spring Egg Hunt to be held at the Ely Center on March 30th, 2013. Senator Poulsen seconded. 
DISCUSSION: Senator Drain said that the money will be used to purchase Easter Eggs and candy. Motion passes unanimously. 
E. Ely Bloodmobile Drive





Information / Action
Senator Harris moved to approve Senator Drain’s request of a cap of $100.00 to purchase snacks for the Bloodmobile Drive to be held at the Ely Center on April 2nd, 2013. Vice President Duran seconded. 
DISCUSSION: Senator Drain said that she will purchase juice, fruit, and graham crackers for people donating. Senator Powell suggested “Teddy Grahams.” Motion passes unanimously. 

F. Pahrump Cool Down Corner




Information / Action
Secretary Blair moved to approve Senator Chino’s request of a cap of $70.00 to purchase refreshments for a Cool Down Corner at the Pahrump Center. Vice President Duran seconded. 
DISCUSSION: Senator Chino said that they will purchase Gatorade, PowerAde, and lemonade packet mixes. He said that the weather warms up much faster in the south and this is just an extra precaution so that students don’t dehydrate. 

XIV.
Public Comment






Information

· Vice President Mahlberg said thank you for everything SGA is doing for students. 
· Senator Smith asked when brackets would be available. Vice President Duran said that in the email he sent out earlier in the week, he said that men’s would be available Monday morning and women’s Monday night. He said that all completed brackets are due the 21st and must be faxed to Elko on Friday. 

· Secretary Blair asked that Officers check their email more frequently and reply to minutes and agendas with corrections. 

· Senator Poulsen said that she could better make corrections to the minutes if they were sent out earlier in the week. 

ADJOURNED: 1:48 PM

DATE: _______________________________

SGA PRESIDENT: ____________________________________________________________

