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February 28th, 2014


Great Basin College
Student Government Association
Minutes
12:30 P.M. February 28th, 2014
Battle Mountain – GBC BM 1
Elko – Ronald V. Hicks SGA Senate Chambers LCSL 122
Ely – GBC 118
Pahrump – PVC 120

Winnemucca – GBC 109
I. Call to Order 12:35PM
II. Roll Call

Executive Board

Alex Porter, President



Present
Isaac Duran, Vice President


Present
DeMarynee Saili, Secretary


Present
Adriana Mendez, Student Advocate

Present
Battle Mountain Senator

Rebecca Linville




Present
Elko Senators
Laura Avila




Present
Amanda Phizacklea



Excused
Bryce Powell




Present
Kevin Powell




Present
Maribel Vera




Present 
Ely Senators
Lisa Harrison




Excused
Paula Moore




Present
Pahrump Senators

Jacqueline Lopez




Excused
Kip Magee





Present
Winnemucca Senators
Yezenia Poulsen




Present
Marisela Ramirez




Present
III. Introduction of Guests






     Information Only
Elko: Director of Environmental Health, Safety and Security, Pat Anderson (arrived 1:09pm).

Winnemucca: Maharmikahn Jensen (arrived 12:38pm).

Pahrump: Tommy Miller (arrived 12:43), and Adrian Aguilar (arrived 12:58pm). 
IV. Public Comment
                                                 
                             Information Only
· Senator Poulsen, on behalf of the Battle Born Veterans Club, thanked Secretary Saili for attending their meetings and helping them out. 
V. Approval of Agenda






  For Possible Action
A. Vice President Duran moved to approve the agenda for February 28th, 2014. Secretary Saili seconded. DISCUSSION: None. Motion passes unanimously. 
VI. Approval of Minutes






  For Possible Action
A. Senator K. Powell moved to approve the minutes for February 21st, 2014. Senator B. Powell seconded. DISCUSSION: Under Student Advocate’s report, second bullet, it should say training instead of meeting, roll should be role, and SPIFs was spelled wrong. Under President’s report, first bullet, it should say “meeting” after reschedule. Senator Moore abstained, motion passes.
VII. President’s Report 






  For Possible Action
President Alex Porter discussed current SGA events and his current activities as SGA President.

· He said that he was able to have his meeting this week with Vice President for Student Affairs, Lynn Mahlberg. They talked about the low-yield agriculture committee, and how he should approach that committee; they also talked about the upcoming Nevada Student Alliance (NSA) meeting. They discussed the two new hired employees for the Pathway Specialist and the Student Concierge; both will be located in Berg Hall and will be starting on Monday.

· There was a President’s Council meeting on Tuesday and he reported to the council about the events last month, the Student Forum, and Board of Regents this month. They also talked about the workload policy, and let them know what SGA had discussed and the different ideas brought up during the last SGA meeting.  
· On Thursday, the Board of Regents ad hoc Committee on the Institutional Service Areas met. There was a report given by the co-chair on the E-Learning committee, and the progress that has been made. There was also a presentation on the workshop decisions, and work that has been done by the community college presidents. 

· During the Board of Regents ad hoc Committee on Institutional Service Areas a motion was passed for GBC to add provide services in Lincoln, Mineral, Esmeralda, and Pershing Counties to its service area. Eventually, these counties will be added to GBC’s service areas, but the next step is for a vote and approval by the Board of Regents which will happen next week.
· This morning, he and Vice President Duran attended the Board of Regents Audit Committee meeting. They were reviewing the Nevada State College audit and the follow up of the College of Southern Nevada audits of the Student Governments. There was also a GBC item on the agenda about PeopleSoft and the audit that occurred in that system. Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, was able to answer questions for this audit and the report that was submitted was approved. 

· He and Vice President Duran will be attending Board of Regents next week. They are planning to leave on Monday, and spend the night in Ely, and then go to Pahrump on Tuesday; they will be training Senators Magee and Lopez. Wednesday will be the NSA member dinner. 
· Board of Regents meeting will be on Thursday and Friday; it will be streamed live to their website, system.nevada.edu, and he encouraged everyone to tune in. This will be the first meeting where they will talk about the tuition and fees increases and the reports on the Student Forums.  

· There will be no meeting on March 7th, and March 28th.
VIII. Vice President’s Report






     Information Only
Vice President Isaac Duran discussed current SGA events and his current activities as SOLAR Programming Board Chair.

· He said that it has been a busy week getting ready for Board of Regents, attending meetings, and committees. 

· They have been planning and preparing for when their terms end. They did look at the audit for the student governments at NCS and CSN. Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, commended them for taking the initiative to look up the audit reports for these two college Student Governments. There are a few changes coming, with regards to the agenda, committees, and clubs. He will be making sure that before he leaves his position, all the necessary changes will be made and ready for whoever will be taking his position.

· He is excited to see Senator Harrison and Senator Moore in Ely, and to see Senator Magee and Senator Lopez.
IX. Treasury Report







  For Possible Action
· None.
X. Student Advocate’s Report





     Information Only
Student Advocate Adriana Mendez discussed current GBC events and items concerning SGA.

· She and four other people administered the Accuplacer to the junior class at Spring Creek High School on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and this morning.
· She was at West Wendover High School on Tuesday and met with three out of the four classes, talked about GBC, and what their future goals are.

· Wednesday she was at Elko High School and met with seniors that are planning to come to GBC in the fall. 

· She has been busy making sure that students know about the general scholarship application that is due March 14th. Applicants must have this application submitted to the Student Services Financial Aid office by Friday March 14th. 
XI. Senator Reports







     Information Only
A. Battle Mountain
· Senator Linville said that she has been trying to get feedback from students so that she knows what activities they want. So far, she hasn’t gotten any. After talking with Center Director, Ami Rogers, and coming up with a good idea, she was thinking of doing something fun for the students and having a T-Shirt Tuesday, where there would be a different theme for T-Shirts every Tuesday. 
B. Elko

· Senator K. Powell said that last Saturday was the Foundation Dinner Dance. The Elko Officers showed up 10am in the morning to help set up, and they had the ballroom decorated in less than two hours. Dinner was served at 7pm, and then there was a dance afterwards. It was very fun and they had a good time. 

C. Ely
· None.
D. Pahrump
· Senator Magee said that during the week they set out coffee for the students, and posted agendas on their GBC bulletin board. They will be losing the IT administrator, and they will now have an open position for an IT administrator. The Nature Club had two guest speakers on campus, and they talked about the Natural Wildlife in Pahrump. He is excited to meet President Porter and Vice President Duran. He is also looking forward being trained so that he can put in agenda requests and start having events on their campus again. 
E. Winnemucca
· Senator Ramirez said that they had their coffee station, and the students enjoyed it. She and Senator Poulsen decided that for future coffee stations, they need to request more money because they ran out of supplies. They received a thank you message from one of the students. They have their March events ready and will be buying gift baskets for those that volunteered during Love Your Body Week. 
XII. Committee Reports






     Information Only
A. Bylaws Revision

· Chair Porter said that he got confirmation from all his members with their schedules. They will now be planning on when their meetings will be. Hopefully, they will agree on a time they could all meet face-to-face.

B. Community Outreach

· Secretary Saili said that she also received confirmation from all her members, and now she is figuring out everyone’s schedules and when the best time to meet is. 

C. Facilities
· No facilities report. 

· The rules for the Game Room are ready. They posters are a little bigger than he expected. He will be arranging the first facilities meeting, and they will be looking at their budget and go on from there.  
D. Programming Board

· He hasn’t sent out an e-mail, but he will send it out soon. He has a few things in mind that he wants to discuss with his members. 
XIII. Unfinished Business
A. Graduation & Commencement Speaker

  

  For Possible Action
SGA Officers discussed GBC Graduation planning, which included selection of a commencement speaker. DISCUSSION: President Porter said that there was a consensus that SGA would still like to pick the Commencement Speaker. President Curtis has been out of his office all week so he wasn’t able to schedule a meeting with him. He hopes to have a meeting with him soon. The latest that SGA could pick a Commencement Speaker will be the end of March.  
Vice President Duran said that last year, they did not discuss who the Commencement Speaker should be until a little before graduation. This year, they decided that it would be a good idea to start discussions early so that they are able to find a Commencement Speaker. 
B. GBC Faculty Workload Policy




     Information Only
SGA Officers discussed the drafted GBC Faculty Workload Policy, specifically any impacts it may have to GBC Students.  President Porter delivered an update to Officers on discussions had during the most recent President’s Council meeting. DISCUSSION: President Porter said that there has been a change of the wording in the drafted policy now saying that the minimum office hours are at least five on-campus. There is more of a strict wording given to that policy. He talked about the discussions that happened in SGA, and the few comments made by the Officers concerning office hours. He mentioned Senator K. Powell and Senator Poulsen’s comments about consistency. He hoped that they listened and will take action, and he also mentioned how some of the faculty’s office hours might not be feasible for students; maybe having it parallel to students’ schedules. They stressed that students needs to take proper steps in contacting their instructors.  
XIV. New Business
A. Winnemucca Blood Drive



 

  For Possible Action
Senator K. Powell moved to approve Senator Yezenia Poulsen’s request of a cap of $60.00 to purchase supplies and prizes for a local Blood Drive to be held at the Winnemucca Convention Center on March 25th, 2014. Senator Magee seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Poulsen said that this is to get more student participation at the blood drive. She and Senator Ramirez will have a sign-up sheet for GBC students, and at the end they will draw two names for winners. Motion passes unanimously. 
B. Winnemucca Leprechaun Spotting




  For Possible Action
Vice President Duran moved to approve Senator Marisela Ramirez’s request of a cap of $75.00 to purchase supplies and prizes for a Leprechaun Spotting event to be held at the Winnemucca Center on March 17th – 21st, 2014. Senator K. Powell seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Ramirez said that this event started last year. The students would have to look for two Leprechauns in order to win. The students had requested that there be more winners, and they planned for more Leprechauns. Motion passes unanimously. 
C. Edibles for Education





  For Possible Action
Senator Poulsen moved to approve President Alex Porter’s request of a cap of $500.00 to purchase supplies for an Edibles for Education Food Drive to be held on the Elko Campus on March 10th – 14th, 2014. Vice President Duran seconded. DISCUSSION: President Porter said that this is for Edibles for Education. They are partnering up with Laurie Walsh, and having storage bins in every building to collect food. The other half of the money will go towards backpacks. These backpacks will be filled with donated food items. The money they approved two years ago ran out, and now they are planning for this year and next year. Motion passes unanimously. 
D. March Madness Bracket Challenge



  For Possible Action
Senator B. Powell moved to approve Vice President Isaac Duran’s request of a cap of $225.00 to purchase prizes for the 2014 March Madness Bracket Challenge to be held GBC Campus Wide on March 17th – April 4th, 2014. Senator Ramirez seconded. DISCUSSION: Vice President Duran said that after discussions with President Porter, they agreed that checks of dollars amounts will be given to the winners. This money will go towards prizes for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners for the best brackets. Senator K. Powell asked if there will be a lot of tax paperwork, and President Porter said that there will be paperwork. There will be a one page document for three people, and it should be fairly easy. They will be deciding if faculty is included in this challenge, or they will have a different bracket challenge. Motion passes unanimously. 
XV. Public Comment







     Information Only
·  President Porter said that over the weekend they received news that a good friend, Curtis Blackwell from Western Nevada College (WNC), passed away.  He was the Student Government President before the current one. He knew him for about a year, and they served as presidents alongside each other; definitely a big loss. He asked for a moment of silence. 
· Senator Poulsen asked if SGA could send them a sympathy card, saying that they are sorry for their loss. 

ADJOURNED 1:27PM

DATE: ___________________________________

SGA PRESIDENT: ___________________________________________________
