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Great Basin College
Student Government Association
Minutes
12:30 P.M. April 4th, 2014
Battle Mountain – GBC BM 1

Elko – Ronald V. Hicks SGA Senate Chambers LCSL 122

Ely – GBC 118

Pahrump – PVC 120

Winnemucca – GBC 109

I. Call to Order 12:34PM
II. Roll Call

Executive Board

Alex Porter, President



Present
Isaac Duran, Vice President


Present
DeMarynee Saili, Secretary


Present
Adriana Mendez, Student Advocate

Present (Arrived 12:35PM)
Battle Mountain Senator

Rebecca Linville




Excused
Elko Senators

Laura Avila




Present
Amanda Phizacklea



Present
Bryce Powell




Present
Kevin Powell




Present
Maribel Vera




Present
Ely Senators

Lisa Harrison




Excused
Paula Moore




Present (Excused at 2:00PM)
Pahrump Senators

Jacqueline Lopez




Present (Excused at 2:19PM)
Kip Magee





Present (Excused at 2:16PM)
Winnemucca Senators

Yezenia Poulsen




Present
Marisela Ramirez




Present
III. Introduction of Guests






     Information Only

Elko: Director of Environmental Health, Safety and Security, Pat Anderson; President Mark Curtis, and Errol Porter.

Pahrump: Tommy Miller, Douglas Chino (arrived 1:35PM). 

Winnemucca: Cameron White.
IV. Public Comment
                                                 
                             Information Only
· Director of Environmental Health, Safety and Security, Pat Anderson apologized in advance if her radio or Security cell phone disturbs the meetings. She is the only security on duty, and she needs to have these lines of communications open.

· President Curtis talked about the potential fee increases that will be a big topic of discussion at the Special Board of Regents meeting on April 25th. Whatever the results of these additional discussions are, they will be approved at the Board of Regents meeting in June. The Board of Regents has asked each college to explain how they intend to spend these fee increased dollars. He provided the group with a preview of the plan which was given to President Porter and Vice President Duran. If a four percent increase were to be approved, it would generate a total of about $165,000 per year. The tuition dollars are broken in to different categories. Majority of this money will go towards state operating budget, and that amounts to $64.60; student access $5.54; general improvement $7.96; capital improvement $5.40; and student association $1. The board also asked the colleges to improve the student access; providing funds for financial aid to move from 6% of fee dollar now up to 10% by 2023. Great Basin College will present to the board a proposal to get to that 10% amount in the four years that the fee increase is being proposed. It will be moving student access from its current point, $35,000 to $55,000. So year one, $20,000 of the $165,000 will go towards student access, and it is set to continue on in years two, three, and four. The remaining $146,000, after each year, will go towards hiring a senior faculty member and a junior faculty member. This will be determined partially by the department chairs. In year two, they plan on hiring another faculty member and a student services employee, and it will be determined by discussions with Vice President for Student Services, Lynn Mahlberg, and may be working along the lines of a retention specialist. The same thing would occur in year three and year four as well.
· Vice President Duran reminded everyone to please take notes during the meeting. There was an issue at the last meeting with recording. He wanted everyone to take notes to help out Secretary Saili in creating better minutes.

· President Porter thanked President Curtis for coming to the meeting on such short notice, and he apologized for not putting his request on the agenda.  
V. Approval of Agenda






  For Possible Action
A. Senator Phizacklea moved to approve the agenda for April 4th, 2014. Senator B. Powell seconded. DISCUSSION: None. Motion passes unanimously. 
VI. Approval of Minutes






  For Possible Action
A. Senator Poulsen moved to approve the minutes for March 21st, 2014. Senator Ramirez seconded. DISCUSSION: Under Vice President’s report, second bullet, it should say “a recent resignation” instead of “recent a resignation”. Under Item E, it should say “events” instead of “event” in the first sentence under discussion. Senator Paula Moore abstained, motion passes. 
VII. President’s Report 






     Information Only
President Alex Porter will discuss current SGA events and his current activities as SGA President:
· He said that this week was mostly catching up with a lot of work. There was no meeting with Vice President for Student Services, Lynn Mahlberg, this week because she was on annual leave. 

· The Executive Board had their meeting before this meeting at 11:30AM. They decided on which senator positions will be opening for Spring Elections. There is one senator position open for Ely, one in Winnemucca for elections, as well as the executive board positions. Application due date is April 10th at 11:59PM. Oath of office will be given during the May 2nd meeting. 

· President’s Award Ceremony is on April 24th at 6pm. They would like for everyone who is able to attend to please do so. SGA will be recognized at this award ceremony, and it is nice to have the whole group present. He wanted to stress that if Senators are planning on traveling, travel forms should be filled out as soon as possible. The sooner they get the travel paperwork done, the faster they receive their travel advance and have their expenses covered. If they need help with paperwork, their center directors are helpful; they can also contact the Executive Board, or send an email to Student Advocate Adriana Méndez. Make sure to ask questions if they are confused, and this will hopefully make sure that the process is stress free. 

· Elections week is coming up, and the Elko campus will be having events the same week as well. He is going to talk to the center directors and have voting booths set up as well. Elections week is April 14th-17th; winners will be announced April 18th. He encouraged everyone to get the word out about applications, and the due date; applications will be available on Monday, April 7th. Their goal for amount of votes this year is 500. He also mentioned that if a student is having trouble casting their vote online, they need to get a hold of an SGA senator or the Help Desk. Either of these contacts will be able to help them. 
VIII. Vice President’s Report






     Information Only
Vice President Isaac Duran will discuss current SGA events and his current activities as SOLAR Programming Board Chair:
· He had a SOLAR meeting yesterday, and they had a good turnout. All but one club attended, with 24 attendees. There are a lot of events happening between the clubs. The nurses are getting ready for their 5K run in the summer, RAD is having a rummage sale in the parking lot, Nature Club has been very active with speakers, campouts, etc. He is very happy that the clubs are interacting and asking each other for help. It’s a good way to finish his term. He is excited for President Awards. 
· He received an e-mail from Nevada System of Higher Education’s (NSHE) Deputy Chief of Staff, Scott Young, about the Presidential Evaluation Committee that he is a part of, and they are meeting with the consultant that was hired out of Maryland on April 28th. They will be discussing what the consultant and what the committee will be doing. The consultant will be meeting with certain groups, including student government to discuss President Curtis and his performance over the past two years. They will be going over eight specific areas that they will be critiquing him on. They won’t meet again until May 2nd at 1PM, and that is when they will discuss their findings. They will then submit a report to the Board of Regents for approval during the Board of Regents meeting in June. 
IX. Treasury Report







  For Possible Action
A. Facilities
· None.
· Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, said that she was unable to attend this meeting, but she will be giving a report during the next meeting on April 11th.

· During the Executive Board meeting, it was motioned and approved to eliminate the treasurer position due to the fact that in the past five years, a treasurer has been hard to maintain. They have recommended merging the treasurer and secretary positions for this upcoming election. This means that the constitutional revisions will be on the ballot for this election as well. There have been a lot of thought put in to this process, and they have talked about it since last December. The constitutional revisions need to be done as soon as possible. 

· Vice President Duran moved to merge the treasurer and secretary positions on the executive board, and essentially student government association, with the provision of a constitutional revision allowing it, done during the April 2014 elections. Senator Poulsen seconded. 

Roll Call Vote:

Isaac Duran

Yes

DeMarynee Saili

Yes

Laura Avila

Yes

Amanda Phizacklea
Yes

Bryce Powell

Yes

Kevin Powell

Yes

Maribel Vera

Yes

Paula Moore

Yes

Jacqueline Lopez

Yes

Kip Magee


Abstained

Yezenia Poulsen

Yes

Marisela Ramirez

Yes

Motion passes.
X. Student Advocate’s Report





     Information Only
Student Advocate Adriana Mendez will discuss current GBC events and items concerning SGA:
· She said that she has been visiting schools, administering the Accuplacer to students. She was at Eureka High School for their College and Career Fair, and it went over well.

· They have decided to fill the Executive Assistant position for Vice President for Student Services. So when the Officers on the Elko campus need any Department Purchase Order (DPO) forms, they will be going to this person instead of going to her. 
XI. Senator Reports







     Information Only
A. Battle Mountain

· None.
B. Elko

· Senator K. Powell said that they are getting ready for the Elections Week Events. Monday is Lunch Crunch, and they will be serving boxed lunches from Port-of-Subs from 11AM to 1PM. Wednesday is Root Beer Pong, and it will be a tournament and will also be giving out prizes to the winners. Tuesday is Movie Night and they haven’t decided on the movie yet. Thursday is the Spring Dance, and it goes from 9PM to midnight. Friday will be Free-4-All Fridays and it will be in the Fitness Center from 4PM to 6PM.
C. Ely

· Senator Moore said that she will not be at the meeting in two weeks due to surgery, but Senator Harrison will be attending. She also said that she has met with Senator Harrison and Center Director, Mary Swetich, to plan for their Easter Egg Hunt and their graduation dinner. 
D. Pahrump

· Senator Magee said that the Nature Club has been active at their center. They recently went on a camping trip to Death Valley. He also mentioned that he and Senator Lopez have been talking to Center Director, Diane Wrightman, about their graduation dinner plans. 
E. Winnemucca

· Senator Poulsen said that she and Senator Ramirez gave out prizes from their Blood Drive and Leprechaun Spotting events this week, and the students were excited about it. Their April events are finalized. They have an Administration Luncheon, and they have their Quest for the Golden Egg as well during Elections Week. They are going shopping soon, and start advertising for Elections Week. They were also thinking of feeding the students as part of their May events.
XII. Unfinished Business

· None.
XIII. New Business

A. Pahrump Student Appreciation




  For Possible Action
Senator B. Powell moved to approve Senator Jacqueline Lopez’s request of a cap of $25.00 to purchase supplies, and a cap of $125.00 to purchase snacks for a Student Appreciation to be held at the Pahrump Center on April 14th, 2014. Senator Avila seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Lopez said that this event will be held over a three week period. She and Senator Magee will be giving out snacks to students and help prepare for finals week. Motion passes unanimously. 
B. Pahrump Staff Appreciation




  For Possible Action
Senator Phizacklea moved to approve Senator Jacqueline Lopez’s request of a cap of $200.00 to purchase food and refreshments for a Staff Appreciation to be held at the Pahrump Center on April 25th, 2014. Senator Vera seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Lopez said that it will be a brunch type occasion to thank the staff at their center for helping her and Senator Magee and for supporting SGA. Motion passes unanimously. 
C. Pahrump End of the Semester Party



  For Possible Action
Senator Avila moved to approve Senator Jacqueline Lopez’s request of a cap of $25.00 to purchase supplies and prizes, and a cap of $200.00 to purchase food and refreshments for an End of the Semester Party to be held at the Pahrump Center on May 8th, 2014. Senator K. Powell seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Lopez said that they wanted to provide students a stress free environment before heading in to finals week. She and Senator Magee will be putting this event on to thank the students for their participation and for keeping the Pahrump Center alive. Motion passes unanimously. 
D. Pahrump Graduate Banquet




  For Possible Action
Secretary Saili moved to approve Senator Kip Magee’s request of a cap of $500.00 to purchase food and refreshments for a Graduate Banquet to be held at Mountain Falls Restaurant on May 15th, 2014. Vice President Duran seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Magee said that the Mountain Falls Restaurant will be hosting their graduation dinner this year. The money is to purchase food for the graduates and their families. They decided that they wanted to move it to a venue to make it special for the graduates at the Pahrump Center. Motion passes unanimously. 
E. Winnemucca Administrative Luncheon

 

  For Possible Action
Vice President Duran moved to approve Senator Yezenia Poulsen’s request of cap of $100.00 to purchase supplies, and a cap of $300.00 to purchase food and refreshments for an Administrative Luncheon to be held at the Winnemucca Center on April 21st – 25th, 2014. Secretary Saili seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Poulsen said that she and Senator Ramirez are putting this event together to thank the staff at their center for their help and their support throughout the school year. Motion passes unanimously. 
F. Lunch Crunch – Elections Week




  For Possible Action
Senator Phizacklea moved to approve Senator Maribel Vera’s request a cap of $450.00 to purchase food and refreshments for a Lunch Crunch Event to be held on the Elko Campus on April 14th, 2014. Senator Magee seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Vera said that they will be using this money to purchase boxed lunches from Port-of-Subs. This event will take place in front of the Clock Tower from 11AM to 1PM, or whenever they run out. Motion passes unanimously. 
G. Root Beer Pong – Elections Week




  For Possible Action
Senator K. Powell moved to amend Senator Amanda Phizacklea’s request of cap of $300.00 to purchase snacks, soda, and refreshments for Root Beer Pong to be held on the Elko Campus on April 15th, 2014 to $100 for snacks, soda, and refreshments and $200 for prizes. Senator Avila seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator Phizacklea said that there was a miscommunication, and they needed to approve money for prizes for this event. That is why Senator K. Powell amended the motion. They will be purchasing different flavors of soda and snacks; and they are also planning on prizes for the winners. Motion passes unanimously. 
H. Spring SGA Dance – Elections Week



  For Possible Action
Senator Phizacklea moved to approve Senator Bryce Powell’s request of cap of $1,400.00 to purchase supplies, decorations, prizes, and cover the cost of a DJ, and a cap of $300.00 to purchase snacks and refreshments for a Spring SGA Dance to be held on the Elko Campus on April 17th, 2014. Senator Avila seconded. DISCUSSION: Senator B. Powell said that this is their last event for Elections Week, and this year the theme of their dance is Era’s Dance. $750 will go to the DJ, and the rest of the money they will use to purchase prizes to raffle off to students, and to purchase decorations. They will also be purchasing snacks and drinks. Motion passes unanimously. 
I. SGA Bylaw Revisions





  For Possible Action
Senator Avila moved to approve the reviewed and discussed potential SGA Bylaw revisions, possibly including a vote to adopt discussed changes. Secretary Saili seconded. DISCUSSION: The Officers discussed the possible changes that will be made in the Bylaws. Under section B (3), they eliminated number seven which said that the Officers shall receive regular reports concerning the activities of all SGA related committees. Since they all agreed to discontinue committees, this duty is no longer valid. Section C, they added an extra line that mentioned the President’s participation in the Nevada Student Alliance (NSA). For Vice President’s duties, they added SOLAR Programming Board Chair, and a description about being a liaison between the clubs and SGA. They had also talked about how to merge the Secretary and Treasurer positions, and what they should name this position. Section D (3), they wanted to add a line that says excessive excused absences will be reviewed by the Executive Board. Section E, they changed Executive Board members to Officers. Article II, section I they put “Designee” instead of “Center Director”5. Section J, they added explicit material to the list. Recessed at 2:15PM. Reconvened at 2:24PM.  Article IV, section B (2), they took out the year because it was redundant. Section B (3), they also took out the years as well, and it should say “of each fiscal year”. Section C (1), there were questions as to what this account is, and what it was created for. President Porter had mentioned that this item has been there before he became President, and it was because Barnes and Noble used to be the bookstore on campus. He said that he will double check with Vice President for Business Affairs, Sonja Sibert, and see what they can do with this account. Article V, section A (2), they changed it to SOLAR instead of SOL to coincide with the constitution; section B, Vice President Duran said that it should say “recognition form” instead of “form”.
Roll Call Vote:

Isaac Duran

Yes

DeMarynee Saili

Yes

Laura Avila

Yes

Amanda Phizacklea
Yes

Bryce Powell

Yes

Kevin Powell

Yes

Maribel Vera

Yes

Yezenia Poulsen

Yes

Marisela Ramirez

Yes

Motion passes unanimously. 
XIV. Public Comment







     Information Only
· Director of Environmental Health, Safety and Security congratulated Senator B. Powell for winning a gold medal at their SkillsUSA competition over spring break.
· Secretary Saili reminded the Elko Officers that Career Day is April 16th at 9AM in the Leonard Center for Student Life. She also thanked Tommy Miller for coming to their meetings, and staying the whole time.

ADJOURNED 3:17PM

DATE: _________________

SGA PRESIDENT: _________________________
