Great Basin College

Student Government Association 

Minutes

3:30 p.m. September 9, 2005 

Interactive Video Conferencing

Elko- LH 114
Ely - GBC 112
Battle Mountain - 2
Winnemucca – GBC 115
I. Call to Order


President Phillips called the meeting to order at 3:32p

II.
Call Roll

Executive Board
Robbi Phillips, President

Present

Jenny Martin
, Vice President 

Excused

Jason Trott, Secretary 


Present

Jennifer Nachiondo, Treasurer

Excused   

Julie Smith, Student Advocate

Present

Elko Senators

       Carolyn Mollart


Present




Battle Mountain Senator

Ely Senator

Winnemucca Senators

Introduction of Guests




Information


Elko

Desiree Flint

Steven Gonzalez

J. Gerhard Heise


Anthony Johnson
Richie LeSpade

Carolyn Mollart


Janel Olson

Melinda S. Rivera
Joshua Schuettenheim


Kellie Goneslez
Mireya Custaneda
Hector Ramirez


Winnemucca

Nadine Ham

Natalie Ulrich

III. Approval of Agenda



Information/Action

A. September 9, 2005 SGA Agenda 1

Senator Mollart moved to approve the September 9, 2005 SGA minutes 1. Secretary Trott seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

IV. Approval of Minutes



Information/Action

A. September 2, 2005 SGA Minutes

Senator Mollart moved to approve the September 2, 2005 SGA minutes. Secretary Trott seconded. Motion passed unanimously.
V. President’s Report



Information/ Action

President Phillips introduced herself to the guests, welcomed them and thanked them for coming.  She also listed  project ideas that potential senators might be interested in taking over after being elected.

VI. Secretary’s Report



Information/Action

Secretary Trott thanked Vice-President Martin for driving to Ely to train and give the Secretary binder to him.

VII.  Treasurer’s Report



Information/Action

No Report

VIII. Committee Reports



Information/Action


      A.  Ely Report- Secretary Trott



No new senators in Ely

B. Battle Mountain Report- Vice President Martin

No report

C. Winnemucca Report- 

No report

IX. Unfinished Business


A.  Great Basin Festival



Information/Action


President Phillips requests a cap of $500 for the band playing at the Great Basin Festival.




Secretary Trott moved to approve the cap of $500 for the band playing at the 





Great Basin Festival. Senator Mollart seconded.  During discussion,

Senator Mollart explained that SGA was not involved with any level

of the decision of the band or that few GBC students attend the Great Basin Festival.  Student Advocate Smith also pointed out that the majority of the SGA budget has been marked for other events.

Senator Mollart moved to amend the cap to $100. Secretary Trott seconded.




Secretary Trott moved to approve the cap of $100 for the band playing at the 

Great Basin Festival.  Senator Mollart seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

X. New Business
A.  Election Packet




Information/Action

Review of election packet and rules. 

No Action required.  President Phillips reminded everyone of the second meeting for the

Candidate Workshop.


See attached.

B.
Candidate Speeches




Information/Action 

Candidates for office gave a speech.

Student Advocate Smith gave a brief introductory speech and explained the 

order of speakers; half of the Elko candidates followed by the two Winnemucca candidates and then the remaining Elko candidates.




See attached for campaign speech information.

XI. Items Laid on the Table




A.  Pat Anderson 




Information/Action


Pat Anderson would like to discuss safety and security with SGA.



This item as been tabled until next week.

XII. Issues and Concern/Public Comment

Senator Mollart moved to adjourn the meeting at 4:30pm.  Secretary Trott seconded.



Motion passed unanimously

At the call of the President, public comments shall be heard by the SGA. Upon proper request students, faculty, administration, and the public shall be granted the floor by the President. Please note that due to time restrictions the President reserves the right and authority to place a time limit of public comment in the compliance with NRS 241.020 (2) © (3).

POSTED AT THE GREAT BASIN COLLEGE COMMUNITY CENTER, BERG HALL, AND LUNDBERG HALL, ON THE ELKO CAMPUS, BATTLE MOUNTAIN, WINNEMUCCA AND ELY CAMPUS. Also, on the SGA website:

www.gbcnv.edu/sga
POSTED:

September 06, 2005 @ 9 AM
GREAT BASIN COLLEGE SGA ELECTION APPLICATION - FORM ONE

Election and Campaign Rules Article IV (C) 

· Candidates must complete and submit an Election Application prior to the deadline.

       Application Deadline: Wednesday, September 7, 2005, by 5:00P.M. Election Applications (Form 

       One, page 17, and Form Two, pages 18&19) must be signed and submitted to designated Election 

       Committee Member: Elko – Julie Smith, Student Life-CCC,  Battle Mountain – Charlene 

       Mitchel,    Ely – Mary Swetich,    Winnemucca – Heather Estes.

· Candidates must be enrolled as a student outlined in the SGA Constitution, Article II (A).

· Candidates submitting an application to be a candidate in the SGA elections must consent in writing to the Student Advocate to check his or her GPA to confirm the student has maintained a 2.0 GPA. (Article III (A) (5).

· Candidates for President or Vice-President positions must have completed thirty (30) GBC credit hours or previously held the position of Senator or other executive office for the term of one (1) academic year. Previous credit hours are not required for candidates of the Senator position or other executive positions. Article III (6).

· Candidates must attend at least two (2) SGA meetings prior to election date. Article IV (C) (1).

SGA Meetings are every Friday, 3:30P.M. (Ask SGA Officer for location)

SGA Meetings 2005/2006 held once per week. Meetings are 1hr. in length. SGA Meetings are Friday’s at 3:30PM.

· Candidates must prepare and present a speech in forum type setting prior to elections. Article IV (C) (3).

· Candidate speeches: (max. – 5 min.) FRIDAY, September 9, 3:30P.M.

Elko Campus – Lundberg 114, Battle Mountain Campus – Room 2, 

Ely Campus – GBC 112, Winnemucca Campus – GBC 115      

· Other forums may be scheduled. Candidates are encouraged to schedule their own forums.

· Campaign Workshop:  FRIDAY, September 9, 4:30P.M. (same location as speeches)
May qualify as an official SGA meeting.

· Campaigning may begin Saturday, September 10, 2005 at 7:00 A.M. Campaigning may continue through closing of elections: Thursday, September 15, 2005, 8:00 P.M.

Campaign Rules:

· Each candidate must limit his/her campaign expenditures to $100.00. If asked by the Election Committee, the candidate must provide receipts/expense accounts.  SGA funds are not to be used to endorse/fund any of the candidates.

· SGA computers, SGA office equipment, SGA office supplies, or any campus printing machines are not to be used for preparing campaign materials.

· All campaign materials, banners, signs, posters, etc. must be approved by Student Advocate (Elko -Julie Smith) or Campus Director (Battle Mountain – Charlene Mitchel, Ely – Mary Swetich, Winnemucca – Heather Estes).

* No alcohol or drug paraphernalia may be used on campaign materials.

· Any candidate or candidate affiliate found to be defacing or removing any candidates’ campaign materials may result in disqualifying the candidate and/or disciplinary procedures.

· Each Candidate is responsible for removing all his/her campaign materials by:

Friday, September 16, 2005 – 12:00 Noon

· Campaigning (physical, verbal, or printed) is not allowed within 15 feet of the voting registration area or within 15 feet of the voting booth on election days.

The SGA Student Advocate or GBC Campus Director will designate registration and voting locations.

· Failure to follow SGA Election Rules and Procedures may result in removal from the election.
I, (PRINT NAME)_______________________________________, have read the election packet and the above statements. I fully understand them both. I agree to follow the SGA election rules and procedures. Failure to do so may result in my removal from the election. I grant permission for the SGA Student Advocate to verify my GPA.

_____________________________________________________(SIGNATURE)  ____________________(DATE)

GREAT BASIN COLLEGE STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

CANDIDATE FORUM – FALL 2005

All SGA Candidates were asked to submit written answers to the following questions:   
· What brought you to GBC? How long have you been a student at GBC?  What are your current and future goals? 
· Why are you running for a SGA office? What experience do you have? What makes you the best candidate for this office? 

· What are your goals for SGA? If elected, what would you like to see accomplished?  

· What else should voters know about you?

Elko Senator Candidates:

Desiree’ Flint

I came to GBC because I wanted to begin pursuing my career early on in life. I am brand new this year to Great Basin College. I am a Freshmen. I am sixteen years old an am currently working toward an Associate’s of Arts Degree in Teaching. My ultimate goal is to achieve a Bachelor’s of Arts degree in Secondary education with an endorsement area of Theatre, English, an speech.

I am running for an SGA office because I acquired an interest in SGA while attending the INT 100 (orientation) class and the Student Government Association. I have a severe passion to be apart of this association. I believe I would be a great candidate for the simple fact that I enjoy working with all kinds of people, and I’m extremely easy to get along with.  I also have a really creative mind. I take curveballs and turn them to my advantage and to the advantage of others. 

My goal for SGA is to help provide our student body with any help they would need. Or perhaps if they have any sort of issue, I hope to be able to help them work it out. I would definitely like to see GBC students get more involved in any and all activities that are provided for them.  I would also like to help them grow and find the things they are interested in if they don’t already know.

When I set my mind to something, I work very hard until I have achieved it. I don’t settle for just the “second best”. Our school deserves to have people who are hard workers in its wake, and if elected I plan on giving them all I can and striving to be that person. 

Steven Gonzalez

I’m not going to BS. I came to GBC for a degree. I was enrolled and had an ID card and a schedule within a few hours. As Elko High School Alumni, I remember events of yesteryear which include some great concerts free to GBC students. 

I have never held office at a school; I wasn’t a cheerleader or the captain of the football team. I feel this is what gives me the edge. The people that do this sort of stuff since JR High rarely are able to step back and realize that fresh ideas are needed. As a member of the student body that went to all the events and critiqued many of them, I feel I have the edge of experiencing the other side of planning spectrum.

I would like to see those concerts of yesteryear brought back and available to all GBC students. I would like to encourage local businesses to donate to various things on this campus like the Big Horn Pantry. 

I’m not perfect. Nobody is. There is no perfect candidate for the job because not everybody wants to see the same things done. If I am elected, I will go forth and apply myself to enhance this campus for the music lovers, I will be persistent in getting local business to donate, and I’ll always be open to opinions and ideas that are emailed to me.

J. Gerhard Heise

I decided to come to GBC after spending a year at UNR. Although, I have taken several classes at GBC while in High School, this is my first year as a full time student at GBC. I thought that coming to GBC would be the best move to help me become a High School Teacher. I want to be an influence in someone else’s life like some of my teachers were. I want to expose people, mostly teenagers to other world cultures.

I am running for an SGA Office because I believe I have something to bring to the students. Although, I have never held any Student Body Office before, I am sure I am up to the challenge. I truly hope that I will get the opportunity to work for the students and bring them some of the things that they want, as far as being a student and having fun.

My goals for SGA are simple; Listen to ideas from students and get the ball rolling to make those ideas happen. I would love to see students attend events and enjoy themselves, especially since the idea for the event is one of their own.

Although I may look layed back and relaxed, I will get the job done. I firmly believe nothing is impossible, just some things are highly improbable. With enough work, we can make things happen for students. I also think that students should have fun in the midst of all the schoolwork. I want to bring students the fun they deserve.

Anthony Johnson

In Las Vegas I knew that the university could not offer the one on one I would need to further my education. I went online and searched for colleges and after replying to an email from Great Basin College we came up for a visit and after being here for a couple of days I just felt at home.

I have been a student since August 29, 2005 but was here since August 07, 2005 volunteering with student government.

My goals are kind of odd I want to get my elementary education degree and teach in Australia, no real reason I have just always been fascinated with Australia, they have penguins there.

I am running because I would like to be able to make a difference in my school. And make sure as many of my fellow students are happy.

I have been on many office boards through the Boy Scouts through  the years, I was the vice president of my 4th grade class. All through high school I just sat and complained about things that need to be, until I just started telling the student government what they needed to do, and they did it everybody loved it and they happily took all of the credit. I would like to be officially responsible for helping and not just a side bar.

I will make a good candidate because I can admit to working for them and you not just me. And the government needs more representatives like that.

My goals include activities that will go bam wam exciting that other businesses in Elko will be begging to help us out. Get more than just the students involved. I would also like to see some sports team or two. Doesn’t “Great Basin College Football Rules” just sound awesome?

So really I would like to see Elko as a College town that thinks of us first.

I was born in Las Vegas spent the first 18 years of my life their and moved about two weeds after graduation. I was raise by my grandparents Ray and Cheryl Johnson since I was 15 months old. I got my Eagle scout at 14 which tells you I am not only a goal setter but an accomplisher. I am a(n) extremely easy to get along with person who is always a great listener. I have my fair share of tears shed on my shoulder.

Richie LeSpade

I have lived in Elko most of my life; it was far cheaper and more practical to go to GBC than other schools due to my financial situation. I also chose GBC because I enjoy the more student-to-teacher relations with my schoolwork and on a social level, something that I don’t think I could get in other schools. Furthermore, I picked GBC as for what it did to make the campus look breathtakingly awesome and professional. I have attended GBC for 3 years already and this will be my 4th year. I’m going for my Bachelors of Arts degree in the hopes of going to law school in order to become a lawyer.

This is my second time running to be in SGA and my goals are the same to improve the lives of not only the students, but also the community. This means getting students not only more involved with each other and the school, but in with entire community as a whole. My previous experiences with SGA as a Senator, chairman of the community service board, Elko City youth Advisory Council, and Boys state have given me insight about politics and how they work. I am currently also working for the Public Defenders office helping defend the rights of others. I think my knowledge and experience have helped me become the best candidate. I also believe that I would be the best candidate because I work well with others and am able to listen and take orders when needed. I am very serious about my responsibilities and what is required of me.

As I said in the previous question I want to improve the lives of students and the community. I would like to base what we do more with the community and its events, and make the school stand our more in the community. It is also my wish to get students more involved with each other and SGA; getting more information from the students and making the little things count. I also wish to bring more activities both in the community and on campus. With college activities I wish to base them with the things we already have on campus, this would be things as movie nights, more dances and even a battle of the bands. In the community I would base activities to go off things in the community. I also would want to see information getting to students faster and more efficiently so students are involved and informed.

Voters should know that I will take my job very serious and will work to better the school. They should also know though that I’m a fun loving college student and will listen to what they have to say or what they want. I want voters to know that I’m willing to work hard for them and the issues they have no matter how big or small.

Carolyn Mollart
I came to GBC in the fall of 2004 in order to fulfill my career goals. I plan to become a teacher by achieving a Bachelors of Arts Degree in Elementary Education. My endorsement area is in Math.  Two of my sisters attended GBC; I learned from their example and came to GBC to receive a quality education.

I am running for the office of Senator because I have a genuine desire to work for other students who have issues and concerns that need to be addressed in a prompt and appropriate manner. I am the perfect  person to take on this challenge due to the fact that for the past year I have been an SGA Senator and in the year I learned the ropes and am ready to step up to the challenge. 

My goals while in office are to make the wants and needs of GBC students a reality. What I would like to see accomplished is that issues and concerns brought up by students be handled in an appropriate and timely manner. I would like to see that SGA progresses and continues to grow. I have seen a lot of positive things come out of SGA in the past year while serving in office. I have learned a lot from all that I have done. I would like to progress with SGA by utilizing what I have learned in the past year to serve and work for the will of the GBC students.

My name is Carolyn Elizabeth Mollart. I am a 2004 Honors Graduate from Yerington High School. I have had years of experience in student leadership. For instance I was elected as Class President for two years while in High School and prior to that I was a student representative. I also was Drama club Vice-President for four years. I was accepted into National Honors Society and then was elected Secretary and then Treasurer. I was a member of the Academic Olympic team for three years and in my last year I was chair. Also I was Cheerleading Captain in my third year. For four years I was a member of Teens Against Tobacco Use. I have a passion for taking on leadership roles and working for the will of students. I acquired my love for student government and leadership while being a Delegate at the American Legion Auxiliary’s Nevada Girls State. While there I learned how to be a strong leader. I am very detailed oriented so my work is always very complete. I am enthusiastic, energetic, and hard working. I would love to put my talents and experience to work for the will of the students of GBC.

Janel Olson

I chose to enroll at GBC to save myself money while completing my general education requirements.  I enrolled directly out of high school in 2003.  After completing my first year at GBC, I reluctantly moved to Reno, Nevada, to attend college at the University of Nevada, Reno and to obtain my degree in Psychology.  After a month or so at UNR, I already missed GBC.  I completed a year at UNR, making the Dean’s List each semester, and then moved home to finish a social sciences degree here at GBC.  I am now in my junior year in college, my second year here at GBC.  My current goals include to be elected to a senate seat in SGA, possibly to run for an officer position in the Spring, and to achieve the same academic success I had at UNR again this year.  I will attain my Associate’s degree this fall and will graduate with my Bachelor’s in Spring 2007.  I have not yet decided if I will then pursue a Master’s degree, apply for law school, or search for full-time employment.  

I am running for an SGA office because, during my freshman year at GBC, I was a senator.  I immensely enjoyed serving the student body through being a part of SGA.  My first semester in SGA, I was part of the Community Service Committee (as a secretary) and a member of the Facilities Committee.  During the second semester, I sat on the Programming Board and was Chairperson for the Community Service Committee.  I am often finding myself volunteering for community service events/groups, and I found my involvement with the Community Service Committee a perfect match.  I am further experienced for this position through my high school leadership experience.  I was involved in a myriad of leadership positions, including: Elko County Girl’s Rep for 4-H, Shadow President for FBLA, Chapter Reporter for FBLA, Greenhand Vice President for FFA, Senior Class Treasurer for Student Council, as well as a member of National Honor Society and volunteering time for the NNRH Auxiliary and Elko County Teen Court.  I feel it would be presumptuous to answer the final part of this question as I am currently uninformed of other candidate’s qualifications.

I would like to see SGA expand to include more student activities, an expanded club & organization listing, further student involvement, and a better communication process between students and senators.  Other possible ideas of mine include student quiet areas, computer access stations available around campus, increased faculty use of WebCT, increased club involvement, continued efforts to raise money for Hurricane Katrina, and to bring the band “I Hate Kate” to the GBC campus for the student body.  I am aware, however, that not all these goals may be attainable now, but many goals are for the expected growth of GBC and SGA. 

Allow me to now introduce myself.  My name is Janel Olson.  I am 21 years old, was born in Minnesota and raised in Spring Creek.  I graduated from SCHS in 2003.  I am a true Aquarius, being a natural leader, a perfectionist, and am unique in many ways.  I like to snowboard in the winter, swim in the summer, go camping, hiking, watch movies, listen to most types of music, and, of course, spend time with my friends and family.  I have an older brother and a much younger sister.  I am the first person in my immediate family to ever attend college.  I work at Great Basin College as an Interactive Facilitator.  My favorite food is tacos and lefsa (seeing as how I am ½ Norwegian); my favorite color is pink; and my favorite band is “I Hate Kate”.  
Melinda S. Rivera

I came to GBC when moving to Wells in 1997. I had always lived in rural areas where I could not obtain a bachelors degree so I was excited to hear GBC was beginning to add Bachelor Programs. I have attended GBC part-time from ‘98’ to ‘2001’. I recently returned from Reno and wanted to finish the degree I started in 1998. I plan to graduate in 2006.

I would like to give back to GBC for all I have been given, to me, over the years. I have many experiences to draw from and have attended several colleges. I found GBC to be my favorite and want to see that we continue to hold up well against the Community Colleges in the West.

I represent the older unconventional student as well as I understand the needs of the younger students since I have 6 children who have all attended college or are attending it now. I love people and am a hard worker.

I would like to see more family activities available for students who have families. I would like to see more activities for children so those attending or would like to attend but have child care problems would not feel so discouraged and frustrated about this problem. I would like to help advocate more masters programs. I’d like to see a wider variety in social activities for students of all ages.

I work for the college and want to be an available and approachable resource to GBC Students. I promise to thoroughly look into all suggestions brought to me. I’d like to assist to make GBC be not just an academic experience but a totally satisfying experience.

Joshua S. Schuettenhelm

This is my first year at GBC and I came because I want to make something better with my life. My current goal is to get my BA in Elem-Ed so I can be a school teacher. My future goals are to start a summer camp and raise a family.

I am running for a SGA office to get more involved on campus, get to know people, and for the experience. I am not experienced with school politics but believe I would be a good candidate for the office due to my attitude. I have the ability to communicate with a wide variety of people even when I may not be on the same side of the fence  politically, spiritually or in social status. I am very patient and honest, straight forward; but I’m able to hold back if the situation calls for it.

My goals for SGA is to continue to make the learning experience at GBC as smooth and easy but at the same time as profitable as possible. I would like to see GBC as active in the community as is efficiently possible. I would like to educate particularly Middle School and High school students on the benefits of a higher education, and as much as possible expand their horizons.

I am as I would see it, a late beginner to college. I’m 22 years old and have worked a series of second-rate jobs. Till going to school I have been working the past 5 months at what could be considered a better than average job, as a Diesel Mechanic. I am certain many people would find it very fulfilling, but it is not what I want to do with the rest of my life. I am a Christian and as such am a string believer in destiny. I do not see the denomination of the church I attend to be of great significance and will not let any of my personal beliefs get in the way of my studies or my duties as an SGA Officer if elected.

Winnemucca Senator Candidates:

Nadine Ham

Working with a younger generation has been a huge inspiration for me to make a decision to attend college at GBC. This is my 2nd year. I took a year of because I received a job working for Newmont Gold. Now my inspiration and comes from seeing others succeed and moving on from graduating college. I want to be one of those graduates. My plans are to finish my pre-requisite classes for the Nursing program at GBC in Elko.

I’m running for a SGA Office because it’s a great educational and social opportunity. I am always up for a great challenge. I have held jobs that require a lot of people skills. I am 100% concerned about others, their problems and struggles.

I would like to incorporate student involvement. GBC has many scholarship programs and I would like to see our Winnemucca based Students applying for those scholarships.

I am highly motivated, along with the importance of gaining a college education. I believe putting fun and laughter into a daily routine is very important.

Natalie Ulrich

I came to Winnemucca (from Montana) because my boyfriend got a job at Lowry HS as the special ed reading teacher and JV football coach. This is my first semester at GBC. I hope to get my associates degree in music business and work towards my bachelors and masters degrees.

I have lots of time and energy to spare and would like to focus that on getting to know people and improving my environment. I’ve been in student council in high school, so U know the basic structure in aiding the needs and wants of a student body. I listen well and am good at getting my point across.

\I hope to bring fresh ideas of changes to better the student body as a whole. I would like to see that ideas are heard and that goals aare whole-heartedly met.

I’m new to GBC, but I’ve been to three great universities and have seen what can be done in large schools as well as small ones. 

